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The  SUvtT  Wyaiiilottos. 


By  Mu.  Hi  NTKa. 

The  ."iilvrr  Wyandotte  of  to-<lay  is  the  result 
of  several  <  rv>»e>.  ami  couiNucs  qiiHlitirs  of 
!*veral  dilfertiit  vari^■lie^.  The  orii;iiial  stot-k 
wa»  <lerivi>i  frniu  a  oros.s  of  ^^iIve^  S|<an;ilfil 
ll.iinl>urg  aii<l  Buff  tochiu,  and  tliey  weri' 
i-alk-il  "  >el>rii;ht  I'lvbins;"'  the  earlir>t  diiti- 
of  their  bein::  iiu'iitioDi'd  liein^  l.stis,  at  whirh 
time  a  3Ir.  Johu  1*.  Hay,  of  Hemlock  L:ikp, 
X.  Y.,  was  brei-diu,:;  S-hriaht  t  whius  with 
r<>se  «>ml>.-:  and  two  other  breeilers,  namely, 
Ki-v.  Mr.  It«'BM^>n  and  Mr.  Baker,  are  men- 
tioniil  a>  in  iK>,-se-^ion  of  th^;  stock  in  li^Tl. 

Mr.  WalUu-e,  in  his  excellent  book,  "  Wyan- 
dotte>.  .Silver,  Golden,  Black,  and  White,'' 
sa>s:  Kvidently  sinfrle  and  rose  combs 
apjiearetl  in  the  early  Sebright  Cochins,  as  the 
sinirle  comb  has  done  in  some  brootis  since  the 
Silver  Wyandotte  was  admitted  to  the  Stand- 
ard. The  binls  with  sinsle  combs  were  much 
lighter  in  pluma^re,  ami  the  hieing  show  ed  a 
very  close  n-semtdance  to  that  of  the  Silver 
SpaDi:led  Hamburg."  Sul»eiiucntly  this  foun- 
dation blood,  of  a  cro»s  of  Hamburg-Buff 
Cochin  (or"  Yellow  c'hittagong")  wa.s  crossed 
with  stock  of  a  cross  of  .Silver  Spangled  Ham- 
bur;  and  Park  Brahma,  and  was  presented 
to  the  American  Poultry  Aj.MK'iation,  at 
Buffalo.  X.  Y.,  in  ls7(i,  for  admission  to  the 
St.indanl,  under  the  name  of  American 
.Se.''rights.    Of  this  stock  Wallace  says: — 

"This  type  was  from  a  cross  of  the  Silver 
l»pangle<I  Hambur.;  and  Buff  Cochin.  It  was 
coHi-eded  that  this  fowl  was  much  superior  in 
type,  beauty  ami  Usefulness  to  the  Sebri^'bt 
Cochins;  while  other  parties  had  l)€enatwork 
to  obviate  the  faults  of  the  latter,  as  the  lacing 
was  too  light  and  too  indistinct  to  merit  being 
calleil  laced.  Single  combs  appeared  with 
rose  combs,  feathered  with  smooth  legs, 
bluish  white  with  red  earlobes,  and  blue  with 
yellow  legs.  It  is  said  that  a  black  fowl  of 
Bretla  breeil  was  introduced  in  the  crossing;  to 
enrich  and  give  permanency  to  the  lacin<r.  and 
the  two  prwluctions  lieing  cro.ssed,  formed 
the  American  Scbriirhts. 

"  On  the  pre.>entation  of  the  American 
Sebrigbts  the  American  PoultJ-y  Association 
acknowledged  the  promising  merits  of  the 
new  breed,  but  objected  to  the  name  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  suggestive  of  Bantam. 
They  knew,  to<j,  that  several  types  of  the  new 
breed  were  lieing  cultivated,  and  that  the 
admirers  of  each  were  desirous  of  givin"  new 
names.  A  new  cross  of  Silver  Spangled 
Uambui^  and  iJark  Brahma  now  appeared, 
and  it  was  much  in  aiivance  of  the  other 
cn>s.sesin  type  anil  desirable  qualities,  although 
it  possessed  a  pea  comb.  One  party  earnestly 
ail vocated  single  combs;  >Ir.  Whittaker  was 
in  favor  of  ro>*  comlis;  and  Mr.  Kidder 
strongly  pressed  the  ad  vantages  of  a  pea  comb. 
The  i^tition  was  so  far  considered  that  Mr. 
Payne  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee U)  settle  on  a  name  and  stiindard  for 
the  breeil ;  but  the  committee  failed  to  make  a 
report,  and  the  American  .Sebright  had  to 
wait  till  1883. 

"Happily  the  delay  prompted  improvement 
and  the  pro<luct  of  the  Hamburg  and  Dark 
Brahma,  with  the  Ijest  of  the  other  crosse>, 
evolved  a  more  pleasing  pUimage  and  type, 
which  appeared  under  the  name  Eureka.  The 
combination  of  the  two  original  crosses  with 
tte  last  named  formed  a  desirable  breed  :  and 
from  that  time  on  they  grew  m  popularity, 
and  their  sales  became  really  marvellous. 


though  advertised  as  American  Sebrigbts, 
Kxcelsiors,  Kurckas,  Ambrights,  Cohnnbias, 
etc.  In  order  to  harmonize  and  .settle  on  a 
name,  Mr.  I.  K.  Fdch  suggested  the  nimic, 
*  H.Huibletonian,"  and  pn'parod  a  standard, 
which  was  the  basis  of  the  one  made  for  the 
bree«l  at  Worcester,  M.hss.,  in  ISS!,  when  it 
was  .sdmitted  under  the  name,  Wyandotte." 

The  name, "  Wyandotte,"  \va.s  suggested  by 
)Ir.  Fred.  A.  Houdlette,  of  Boston,  an  cnthu- 
sia,stic  admirer  ami  breeder  of  .\merican 
Sebrigbts;  and  w;is  suggested  to  him  by  a 
favorite  ship  of  his  father's,  of  that  name. 


wonder  that  the  comb.s  came  some  rose,  some 
pea,  and  some  single?  Is  it  any  wonder  that 
some  of  the  legs  wen?  feathered  and  some 
clean — some  legs  blue  and  some  yellow — some 
lobes  bluish  white  and  some  red?  It  was 
barely  twenty  years  ago  that  all  this  was  true, 
and  while  selection  and  careful  breeding  can 
do  much,  very  much  in  twenty  years,  as  the 
present  high  average  excellei\ce  of  the  Silver 
Wyandottes  clearly  proves,  still  it  cannot 
eliminate  all  undesirable  qualities;  and  the 
ex|)eriem'cd  breeder,  knowing  the  making  of 
the  breed,  will  not  be  surprised  at  the  out- 


breed ;  the  Wyandotte,  on  the  contrary, 
showed  promise  of  becoming  a  handsome 
fowl,  when  the  skill  of  the  fancier  had  brought 
it  up  to  standard  reiiiiiremeiits. 

"  The  favorable  (pialilies  of  the  Silver  Wyan- 
dotte have  come  through  judicious  crossing 
and  imiirovenient  of  each  cross.  After  the 
first  experimental  cross  there  was  no  hap- 
hazard crossing.  The  Asiatic,  with  its  large 
frame,  robust  constitution  and  ([uiet  nature, 
transmitted  these  desirable  merits  to  modify 
the  nervousness,  sprightliness  and  non-sitting 
traits  of  the  Silver  Spangled  Hamburg.  On 
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Wallace  speaks  of  it  a.s  a  surprise  and  a  pill 
whii-h  the  fanciers  had  to  swallow;  but  the 
name  is  distinctively  American,  hence  appro- 
jiriate  to  so  distinctively  an  American  breed 
of  fowls,  and  was  a  happy  compromise  after 
the  half  a  dozen  ilifferent  names  the  breed 
bad  been  called  by. 

It  would  be  well,  possibly,  to  pause  here 
and  call  the  attention  of  the  amateur  breeders 
to  the  remarkable  combination  of  blood  which 
is  merged  in  the  Silver  Wyandottes.  'There 
were  Hamburg-Cochins  crossed  on  Hamburg- 
Brahmas,  and  a  black  fowl  of  the  Breda  blood 
crossed  ia  t»  deepen  the  (Jack  color.  Is  it  any 


cropping  of  a  .single  comb  or  feathered  leg  for 
many  years  to  come. 

The  Plymouth  Rocks  have  been  made  about 
twice  as  long  as  the  Silver  A\'yandottes,andan 
occasional  feathered  leg  or  toe  still  crops  out 
in  the  Kocks.  The  writer  bad,  a  few  years 
since,  a  white  cockerel  sport  from  the  Barred 
Rocks  that  had  a  well  defiueil  pea  comb. 

Wallace  says :  "  The  Wyandotte  met  a 
hearty  welcome  in  every  .stage  of  its  transition. 
American  fanciers  began  to  take  an  interest  in 
new  breeds  of  .Vmerican  origin.  The  Plymoyth 
Rock  was  a  grand  success,  although  its  color 
is  much  against  it  as  an  ornamental  or  fancv 


the  other  hand,  the  Hamburg  has  transmitted 
a  share  of  its  precocity  and  proliticacy  ,l)Csiilcs 
exte-rior  points.  The  original  crosses  .served 
to  modify  the  Asiatic  characteristics,  and 
these,  combined  with  the  Ilamburg-Brahma 
cross,  establishe<I  the  '  happy  medium '  now 
characteristic  of  the  Wyandotte. 

'•■  Egg  production  is  a  very  valuable  (|uality 
in  Wyandottes.  To  be  sure,  every  experi- 
encetl  breeder  knows  that  no  breed  of  fowls 
possesses  all  desirable  qualities.  A  breed 
may  be  handsome  in  plumage,  faultless  in 
type  and  carriage,  and  an  excellent  layer: 
but  if  we  desire  to  unite  splendid  table  quah- 
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ties,  kind  disposition,  domestic  habits,  and 
other  merits,  to  the  other  qualities,  some  of 
the  former  would  have  to  be  sacrificed.  We 
can  get,  and  we  have  got,  all  these  in  some 
breeds,  but  they  are  not  highly  developed; 
they  are  mediocre,  and  they  do  not  excel  in 
only  one,  or  at  most  two,  special  qualities. 
There  is  no  question  but  what  Leghorns, 
Hamburgs  and  Polish,  properly  cooked,  are 
good  enough  for  a  royal  feast,  yet  they  are  not 
the  equal  of  the  Dorking  in  point  of  table 
merits.  We  are  speaking  of  prime  merits 
here ;  fowls  are  not  excepted  from  the  general 
laws  governing  animated  nature;  all  living 
things  may  possess  some  high  or  transcendent 
quality  individually,  but  none  possess  all  in  a 
high  degree. 

"  The  Wyandotte,  although  not  excelling  in 
any  special  quality,  is  the  happy  possessor  of 
an  even  and  well  balanced  organism,  which 
makes  it  preferalile  to  the  majority  of  breed- 
ers over  breeds  excelling  in  some  points  and 
deficient  in  others.  It  is  the  equalization  of 
useful  qualities  iu  the  Wyandotte  which  makes 
it  so  popular;  there  is  uo  excess  of  one  quality 
at  the  expense  of  the  other;  a'  happy  medium' 
is  established,  and  that  goes  to  guarantee  a 
higher  improvement  iu  all,  with  time  and 
skill.  None  of  our  standard  breeds  has  so 
many  diflerent  elements  iu  its  make  up,  and 
to  these  may  be  attributed  the  medium  quali- 
ties which  the  whole  family  possess,  as  there 
is  a  check  on  any  characteristic  exceeding  due 
bounds,  so  to  say,  by  opposite  characteristics 
of  one  or  more  composite  stock. 

"  As  sitters  and  mothers  the  Wyandotte 
hens  will  perform  their  dutieS'faithfully.  They 
are  steady  sitters,  and  very  few  will  desert 
their  nests  after  the  work  of  incubation  begins. 
They  are  not  quite  as  industrious  foragers  and 
scratchers  as  the  Game  and  common  hens,  but 
otherwise  they  are  kind  mothers.  They  are 
not  so  restless  and  nervous  as  the  small  hens, 
and,  having  a  strong  dash  of  Asiatic  blood, 
they  do  not  lead  the  young  far  away,  nor 
e.xert  themselves  in  diligent  search  for  food. 
There  is  a  quiet  and  contented  feeling  in  their 
nature,  which  insures  confidence  iu  the  young, 
though  they  may  be  from  a  restless  and  shy 
breed.  This  is  of  small  import,  as  the  major- 
ity of  fanciers  now  coop  the  mother  hens. 

"  The  Wyandotte  is  unquestionably  a  splen- 
did breed,  and  holds  first  rank  among  Amer- 
ican fowls.  It  is  a  breed  thatcommeuds  itself 
in  various  ways,  utility  and  beauty  being  two 
of  its  chief  recommendations — two  good  quali- 
ties in  combination ;  essential  properties  which 
no  real  fancier  is  disposed  to  ignore,  nor 
which,  indeed,  in  the  interest  and  progress  of 
poultry  culture,  should  be  overlooked  or 
underrated." 

A  little  book,  "  The  Wyandottes,  Silver, 
Golden,  White,  Black,  and  Bufl',"  has  been 
recently  published  by  AV.  W.  Clough,  Med- 
way,  Mass.,  at  the  low  price  of  fifteen  cents  a 
copy.  We  want  to  recommend  it,  especially 
to  breeders  of  Silver  and  Golden  Wyandottes, 
for  the  article  by  Lee,  illustrated  by  feather 
studies  which  show  the  merits  and  defects  of 
the  different  lacings.  From  the  article  on 
Silver  Wyandottes,  in  this  book,  contributed 
by  Dr.  N.  W.  Sanborn,  we  quote : — 

"The  Silver  Wyandotte  is  a  useful  bird. 
Nearly  every  one  who  has  fowls  keeps  them 
for  the  eggs  and  meat.  Where  one  person 
sells  eggs  or  poultry,  ten  keep  birds  to  supply 
home  food.  The  Wyandotte  is  a  bird  that  can 
be  put  easily  into  condition  for  the  table  at  any 
age,  from  ten  weeks  to  three  years.  They  are 
full  breasted,  small  boned,  yellow  skin  and 
shanks,  tender  and  juicy.  The  chicks  feather 
quite  young,  and  can  be  got  into  salable  shape 
at  any  age  from  ten  weeks  up.  They  are  the 
best  of  layers,  erjual  to  any  during  the  warm 
months,  and  superior  to  many  during  the 
season  of  high  prices. 

"  If  you  want  the  maximum  number,  both 
of  eggs  and  pounds  of  flesh,  at  the  minimum 
cost,  you  can  find  it  in  the  Silver  Wyaudotte. 

"  The  Silver  Wyandotte  is  a  beautiful  bird. 
A  low  rose  comb,  feathers  clear  black  and 
white,  bright  yellow  legs,  active  h;Ujits.  They 
do  not  get  fat  on  common  feeding,  are  healthy, 
layers  of  brownish  eggs,  do  well  either  con- 
fined in  a  town  yard  or  running  at  large  on  the 
farm. 

"  The  Wyaudotte,  to  do  its  best,  needs  good 
housing,  good  feed,  and  proper  care.  Stock 
should  be  raised  from  birds  hatched  early 
enough  to  come  to  maturity  in  the  fall.  The 


best  time  to  hatch  Wyandottes  is  April.  Then 
with  all  conditions  right  they  will  be  laying  by 
November,  and  if  properly  handled  will  con- 
tinue to  sing,  scratch  and  lay  during  all  the 
snowy  season. 

"  The  Wyandotte  enjoys  the  reputation  it 
has  as  a  bird  as  being  a  '  between.'  It  is  not 
as  large  as  the  Brahma  and  Cochin,  or  as  small 
as  the  Leghorn  and  Minorca.  It  is  an  '  all 
around  '  bird.  While  it  has  not  so  much  meat 
on  the  breast  as  the  Indian  Game,  it  has 
enough  to  satisfy  the  demand  of  the  market. 
As  compared  with  the  Plymouth  Kock,  the 
proportion  of  meat  to  bone  is  iu  favor  of  the 
Wyandotte.  While  no  one  will  go  far  from 
right  in  choosing  any  of  the  varieties  of  Rocks 
or  AVyaudottes,  from  my  own  experience  I 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  for  me  the 
Silver  Wyaudotte  is  best.  That  others  suc- 
ceed with  a  diflerent  breed,  is  also  true. 
Unless  we  like  and  take  proper  care  of  the 
birds  we  have,  failure  is  certain. 

"  My  experience  with  hens  has  satisfied  me 
that  the  pound  less  weight  of  body  of  the 
Wyandotte  is  more  than  offset  by  the  dozen 
less  eggs  that  the  Plymouth  Eock  lays  each 
year.  At  the  same  time,  I  know  that  some 
strains  of  Wyandottes  are  heavier  than  some 
Eocks,  and  that  the  egg  yields  of  different 
poultry  plants  vary  greatly.  I  have  seen  at  a 
poultry  show  a  breeding  pen  of  Silver  W^yan- 
dottes  in  which  the  average  weight  of  the 
twenty  months  old  hens  was  less  than  five 
pounds;  and  at  the  same  place  the  pullets,  as 
shown  by  another  breeder,  averaged  six 
pounds.  In  beginning  with  poultry  it  is 
important  to  start  with  well  grown,  well 
matured  birds.  Late  hatched  Wyandottes 
coming  to  laying  maturity  in  January,  will 
never  produce  such  strong  sturdy  chicks  as 
April  hatched  birds  that  are  full  grown  and 
laying  in  Novemlier. 

"  The  Wyandotte  is  blocky  in  shape,  yet 
with  corners  so  rounded  as  to  produce  a  grand 
handsome  appearance,  both  alive  and  when 
dressed  for  market. 

"  The  plumage  is  that  of  a  modified  Dark 
Brahma,  the  clear  white  and  lilack  of  the 
feather  making  a  beautiful  contrast  when 
seen  in  yard  or  show  room.  The  clean,  feath- 
erless,  yellow  shanks  appeal  to  the  eye  of  the 
progressive  marketman,  and,  also,  they  do 
not,  when  the  bird  is  oat  in  winter,  collect 
dirt  and  moisture. 

"  The  comb  is  low  and  close  fittiug,  thereby 
avoiding  danger  from  freezing,  even  in  the 
zero  days  of  the  year. 

"  As  sitters  and  mothers,  the  Wyandottes 
are  faithful.  They  are  quiet  on  the  nest, 
easily  moved,  even  in  the  day  time;  do  not 
roam  too  far  away  with  the  chicks,  leading 
them  into  danger,  or  tiring  them  by  too  much 
distance. 

"They  are  quiet  birds,  not  frightened  by 
strangers,  quick  to  learn  their  proper  places  in 
the  houses. 

"  Writing  years  ago,  Mr.  F.  M.  Clement,.Jr., 
said : '  A  general  purpose  fowl  should  combine 
to  a  great  extent  all  good  qualities.  A  breed, 
to  be  truly  entitled  to  the  name,  should  pro- 
duce hardy  fowls,  of  good  size  and  form. 
Fowls  which  feather  and  mature  early  are 
good  egg  producers ;  and  last,  but  not  least, 
good  looking  and  attractive.  For  many  years 
the  Plymouth  Eock  has  held  an  enviable 
position  among  farmers  and  fanciers,  but  now 
a  rival  appears.  The  Wyandotte  has  all  the 
valuable  points  of  the  Plymouth  Rock,  and  I 
think  is  in  some  points  its  superior.  My 
experience  with  this  new  breed  is  limited,  but 
I  find  that  the  Wyandotte  chicks  feather 
earlier  and  grow  more  rapidly  than  the  Rock 
chicks.  In  form  they  much  resemble  the 
Dorking  —  a  very  superior  shape  for  a  market 
fowl  —  and  their  flesh  is  fine  grained  and  of 
an  excellent  quality.  As  egg  producers,  they 
are  equal  to  most  of  the  varieties  which  hatch 
and  rear  their  own  young.  Their  close  alliance 
with  the  Brahma  gives  them  hardihood  and 
good  size.  The  hens  are  of  the  proper  size  to 
make  good  sitters  and  mothers.  They  are  not 
liable  to  break  eggs  or  trample  the  chicks  to 
death,  like  the  Brahma;  nor  are  they  such 
persistent  sitters.  For  beauty  of  plumage  the 
standard  Wyandotte  has  few  equals,  and  it  is 
my  opinion  that  it  will  require  only  a  few 
years  to  make  the  Wyaudotte  one  of  the  popu- 
lar fowls  of  America.' 

"  Looking  back  over  the  past  ten  years  we 
see  the  steady  interest  shown,  and  today  the 
Wyandotte  may  fairly  be  counted  among  the 
five  popular  breeds."" 


Selling  Kggs  for  Hatching. 

By  Mr.  Boyer. 

In  this  issue  of  Farm-Poulthy,  the  opin- 
ions practically  end  on  the  advisability  of  con- 
tinuing the  trade  of  selling  eggs  for  hatching. 
When  the  writer  sent  out  that  query  for  the 
Symposium,  he  little  expected  to  gather  such 
a  harvest  of  valuable  information  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  advice  given  by  the  diflerent  writers 
in  the  last  few  issues,  by  men  so  prominent  in 
poultry  culture,  will  go  far  towards  educating 
the  buyers. 

We  always  contended  that  there  were  as 
many  dishonest  buyers  of  eggs  as  dishonest 
breeders,  if  not  more;  and  Mr.  Bright,  in 
this  issue,  gives  a  fitting  illustration  on  that 
point.  On  the  whole,  the  fanciers  represented 
in  this  discussion  have  shown  that  they  have 
always  the  welfare  of  the  customer  at  heart, 
and  want  to  give  satisfaction  if  at  all  possible. 

Complaints  will  come,  but  they  seem  to  be 
less  with  breeders  of  Mediterranean  fowls 
than  with  those  of  Americans  or  Asiatics. 
Well,  no  wonder.  The  Leghorns,  Minorcas, 
and  all  layers  of  white  eggs,  are  such  lively, 
busy  birds  that  fertility  is  almost  a  surety. 
The  shells,  too,  being  thin,  the  eggs  are  easily 
hatched  by  either  hen  or  incubator.  The  wit 
who  thought  he  w'as  cracking  a  joke  when  he 
said :  "  The  sun  will  hatch  a  Leghorn  egg," 
came  very  near  telling  the  truth.  It  is  harder, 
therefore — on  the  line  of  discouragement  by 
complaints— for  the  Mediterranean  breeders 
to  give  up  egg  selling  than  it  would  be  for 
the  breeders  of  the  other  classes. 

Mr.  Hawkins,  Mr.  Felch,  Mr.  Babcock,  in 
fact  nearly  all  represented,  express  a  willing- 
ness to  take  Mr.  Arthur  R.  Sharp's  advice  to 
turn  those  eggs  into  breeding  stock,  to  be 
sold  in  the  fall.  But  so  long  as  there  is  no 
combination  in  the  matter,  each  one  will  con- 
tinue that  branch,  much  as  it  may  "  go  agahist 
the  grain." 

Judge  H.  B.  May,  who  was  one  of  the  first, 
if  not  the  first  in  New  England,  to  give  up  the 
trade  of  selling  eggs  for  hatching,  said  to  the 
writer  that  he  stopped  because  he  could  not 
attbrd  to  continue  the  branch.  He  believes 
that  if  there  is  any  risk  of  a  fancier  losing 
his  reputation,  it  will  be  iu  the  line  of  egg 
selling.  By  not  allowing  his  April  and  May 
eggs  to  go  to  market  he  is  able  to  have  the 
pick  of  a  choice  lot  of  birds  which  otherwise 
he  would  be  deprived  of. 

Mr.  I.  K.  Felch  believes  that  egg  buyers  are 
not  poultry  buyers,  as  a  rule,  and  that  so  long 
as  they  can  get  a  few  birds  from  a  sitting  of 
eggs  they  will  not  invest  in  breeding  stock. 
On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Morgan  thinks  that 
the  purchaser  of  eggs  will  want  stock  to  mate 
up  to  them,  and  that  starting  by  buying  eggs 
will  make  fanciers  which  otherwise  might  not 
be  the  case. 

The  question,  what  constitutes  a  good 
hatch,  has  been  variously  estimated  at  from 
six  to  nine  chicks  from  a  sitting.  In  our 
opinion,  a  fifty  per  cent  hatch  should  satisfy 
anyone,  for  no  matter  how  well  eggs  may 
hatch  at  home,  the  same  results  from  the 
same  kind  of  eggs  cannot  be  expected  when 
sent  by  rail.  Distance  in  shipping  amounts 
to  nothing;  but  the  rough  handling  the  pack- 
ages are  likely  to  get,  and  the  treatment  the 
eggs  receive  after  passing  into  the  hands  of 
the  buyer,  means  everything.  We  one  time 
shipped  a  sitting  of  eggs  to  Iowa  at  the  same 
time  we  sent  a  sitting  to  a  town  in  New  Jersey, 
nine  miles  from  our  farm.  Reports  from 
Iowa  were  a  sixty  per  cent  hatch,  while  from 
the  nine  mile  trip  we  heard  of  but  three 
chicks  from  the  fifteen  eggs  sent— and  nine 
rotten  eggs  in  the  lot.  The  complaints  about 
rotten  eggs  seem  to  be  thick,  and  customers 
do  not  exactly  understand  what  a  rotten  egg 
means.  An  egg  that  is  perfectly  clear  after 
seven  days  incubation,  is  infertile.  That  egg 
will  not  become  rotten.  A  fertilized  egg 
becomes  rotten  when  the  gei-m  dies  at  an  early 
stage  of  incubation.  This  maybe  caused  by 
rough  handling;  it  may  come  from  too  much 
heat  in  the  incubator  or  the  hen;  and  it  may 
come  from  too  little  heat.  These  reasons  are 
especially  so  when  that  germ  is  weak.  There 
are  other  causes,  but  these  are  the  most 
common. 

When  eggs  are  received  they  should  not  be 
placed  under  the  hen  until  they  have  been 
allowed  to  rest,  on  their  sides,  for  about 
twenty-four  hours. 


How  shall  complaints  be  treated?  Strictly 
speaking,  in  the  case  of  an  honest  transaction, 
the  buyer's  responsibility  should  end  the 
moment  the  eggs  leave  his  hands. 

If  that  breeder  feeds,  yards,  houses,  and 
mates  his  stock  for  fertility,  sends  out  just  the 
kind  of  eggsJie  uses  himself,  and  ships  them 
while  fresh — say  not  older  than  one  week- 
no  court  in  the  land  would  hold  him  responsi- 
ble for  breakage  liy  way  of  transit,  or  for 
poor  hatches;  but  a  refusal  to  meet  the  poor 
success  half  way,  might  do  him  more  injury 
than  a  dozen  sittings  would  be  worth.  There- 
fore, we  say,  the  fancier  who  agrees  to  dupli- 
c;ite  all  sittings  that  have  failed  to  hatch  at 
least  fifty  per  cent,  at  one-half  price  of  sitting, 
is  showing  his  honesty,  and  all  that  should  be 
expected  by  an  honest  customer. 

Some  of  the  writers  in  the  Symposium  say 
that  in  some  cases  they  duplicate  free  of  cost. 
They  judge  by  the  tone  of  the  letter  if  the  cus- 
tomer is  telling  a  straight  story.  That  may 
not  always  work.  There  are  lots  ofsniooth 
writers,  just  as  there  are  smooth  talkers,  and 
it  would  lie  in  their  power  to  concoct  a  plausi- 
ble looking  story.  Adopt  the  plan  of  duplicat- 
ing sittings  at  half-price,  and  let  the  buyer 
understand  your  rules  before  he  buys. 

The  point  has  also  been  raised  that  egg 
selling  in  spring,  with  selling  fowls  in  fall,  is 
a  good  combination.  That  point  must  be 
admitted;  but  how  often  do  we  hear  com- 
plaints from  fanciers  to  the  eflect  that  they 
sold  too  many  eggs  in  the  spring,  and  now 
find  themselves  short  of  stock  for  fall.  The 
dollars  for  eggs  in  the  spring  make  them  blind 
to  the  fact  that  they  are  virtually  crippling 
their  own  interests.  The  orders  are  the  thick- 
est at  the  time  of  the  year  when  the  eggs  are 
needed  the  most  at  home — April  and  May. 
The  result  is  that  June  and  July  stock  pre- 
dominate in  more  than  one  fancier's  yards. 

There  is  a  remedy  for  all  this,  and  that,  too, 
without  damaging  the  income  one  bit.  If  the 
trade  of  egg  selling  should  be  stopped,  and, 
instead,  all  the  eggs  laid  be  incubated  at  home, 
there  would  be  thousands  of  chicks  on  hand 
instead  of  hundreds.  Then  at  two  months  of 
age,  the  first  culling  could  be  made,  and  the 
discarded  birds  fattened,  dressed  and  mar- 
keted as  broilers.  At  the  end  of  another  two 
months  another  culling,  and  the  desirable 
birds  shipped  as  roasters.  And  so  on  every 
two  mouths  or  more,  until  fall.  This  repeated 
culling  would  not  only  be  bringing  an  income 
to  take  the  place  of  the  business  of  eggs  for 
hatching,  but  it  would  be  giving  a  better 
chance  to  gradually  narrow  down  until  noth- 
ing but  choice  birds  would  be  on  hand.  There 
would  be  fifty  choice  birds  in  that  case  to  ten 
that  can  be  found  under  the  present  system. 
Many  of  the  fanciers'  best  birds  are  owned  by 
persons  who  bought  them  through  eggs  for 
hatching;  and  we  seriously  believe  that  uo 
good  poultryman  can  aftbrd  to  let  his  stock  go 
out  at  that  price. 

For  example,  take  the  case  of  a  fancier  sell- 
ing fifteen  eggs  for  three  dollars,  and  dupli- 
cating that  sitting  for  one  dollar  and  a  half. 
There  for  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents  he 
is  selling  thirty  eggs,  which,  if  they  only 
amounted  to  a  trio  of  fowls  for  him,  would 
be  worth  from  ten  to  fifty  dollai'S.  But  is  not 
that  fancier  more  likely  to  hatch  fifty  per  cent 
of  those  eggs  right  at  home?  We  think  so. 
Even  at  market  price  he  would  be  ahead. 

Fanciers  should  be  poultry  farmers.  The 
combination  will  mean  much  to  them  the  first 
year,  and  more  each  succeeding  season. 


A  farmer  was  trying  to  dispose  of  some 
good  looking,  though  not  very  well  dressed 
fowl,  the  other  day,  at  twelve  cents  a  pound, 
oflering  to  take  his  pay  out  of  the  store.  The 
deal  was  made,  imd  among  the  articles  pur- 
chased was  steak  at  twenty-five  cents.  Now 
this  was  nobody's  business;  the  man  had  a 
perfect  right  to  swap  hens  at  twelve  for  steak 
at  twenty-five  cents,  but  somehow  the  looker 
on  couldn't  help  making  mental  calculations 
as  to  the  length  of  time  it  would  take  that 
man  to  lift  the  mortgage  and  swell  the  bank 
account.  The  trouble  is,  the  value  of  the 
home  grown  product  as  food  is  not  rightly 
estimated,  and  we  think  w'e  must  go  to  the 
store  with  everything  possible  grown  on  the 
farm,  and  surely  get  our  meat  supply  from 
that  source.  That  a  penny  saved  is  as  good  as 
one  earned,  seems  to  be  forgotten.  Wise  is 
the  farmer  who  has  a  surplus  of  chickens 
reserved  for  the  home  table  during  the  months 
to  come.—  Maine  Farmer. 
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Tho  \st«  of  liiwlins  Stot'k. 
B\  Mk.  Hvntkk. 

I  n.ler  tho  above  title,  Mr.  11.  S.  B.-iUix-k 
"  -  :<  -  ;in  article  in  a  tw^ut  uiiwIkt  of  the 
.1  -i  -  iH  Faiteier,  in  whii-h  he  makes  a 
MiMOs:  ploa  tor  breediu;:  fivui  old  fowls.  He 
says;  —  ••  Our ex^iericnoe  leads  us  to  l)elie\e 
thai  fully  maturetl  stot-k  is  the  liest  to  liroed 
from;  and  not  until  sloi-k  has  reached  its 
s*\MU<l  year  is  it  fully  uiaturevl.  We  prefer 
hens  to  l>e  two  to  four  ye:irs  of  age  —  an<l  a 
male  bir\l,  if  aetive  and  vigorous,  to  l«e  at 
least  two  years  old.  We  have  used,  with 
exeellenl  results,  cooks  that  wer>>  four  years 
old.  and  we  have  kept  an  exceptionally  fine 
heu  until  ten  years  old.  After  they  reach  five 
or  six  years  of  aire,  hens  are  apt  to  fall  otf 
seriously  in  their  laying:,  and  sometimes  show 
in  other  respe*-ts  a  failure  in  their  powers. 
It  seems  to  be  very  dilticult  to  sell  old  fowls. 
Buyt-rs.  as  a  rule,  wish  to  purv-hasc  chickens. 
Uuce  in  a  while  a  wise  one  is  found  who  pre- 
fers to  luiy  a  two  year  old  cock,  and  selects 
maturt^l  bens  in  preference  to  pullets;  but 
such  buyers  are  .«carce." 

Mr.  Babcook  thinks  that  streat  injury  is  done 
to  the  stoi-k  of  the  country  by  breeiling  so 
lanrely  from  imra:itur»'  bird>.  and  quotes  the 
estierieni-e  of  a  .Mr.  Peck,  who  l>oui;ht  forty- 
■*vcn  eir.rs  of  a  breeder  who  had  a  Hock  of 
Barreil  I'lymouth  Koi-ks  which  were  three  or 
four  years  old.  "  The.*e  eggs  were  placetl  in 
an  incubator;  hatcbetl  forty-two  chickens, 
:uid  the  chickens  were  all  drieii  off  and  put  in 
the  brooder  five  hours  l>efore  the  twenty-one 
■  lays  were  up.  Every  chicken  was  strong  and 
vigorous,  •  n-ady  to  crow  sus  soon  as  hatcheil," 
and  all  lived  and  made  fine,  lai-j:e  specimens." 

We  will  digress,  here,  so  far  as  to  say  that 
we  seriously  doubt  if  the  age  of  the  parent 
stock  had  much  to  do  with  the  promptness 
of  the  hatch.  AVe  would  rather  suppose  it 
due  to  the  steady  running  of  the  incubator, 
and  keeping  tbe  Icmperaturv  well  ••  up  to 
concert  pitch."  than  to  the  age  of  the  stock. 
Much  would  ilepend.  too,  upon  the  sea.«on  of 
the  year.  In  March  the  hatch  woukl  lie  almost 
certain  to  l>e  half  a  day  to  a  day  late  under 
normal  conditions,  while  in  May  tlie  hatch 
would  be  right  on  time,  or  even  a  little  ahead 
of  time,  if  the  mai-hine  had  lieen  kept  steadily 
at  1"3  degrees.  We  cannot  think,  either,  that 
the  fact  that  those  chicks  "  all  lived  and  made 
fine,  large  si>ecimens,"  is  a  point  in  favor  of 
breeding  sto<  k  three  ami  four  years  old.  It 
may  have  lieen,then  again  it  may  not  have 
been,  liecanse  chicks  which  under  favorable 
conditions  "  all  live  ami  make  fine,  large  spec- 
imens," can  be  so  mismanaged,  first  by  a 
delayed  hati  h  in  tbe  incubator;  second  by  too 
much  heat  or  too  little  heat  in  a  brooder,  or 
by  lieing  overcrowded  in  a  brooiler,  or  by  the 
brooder  l>ecoming  badly  fouled  and  lousy;  or 
by  the  chicks  baling  improper  (innuttntious) 
foo<.l,  poor  care,  eti-.,  that  they  l»ecome  the 
veriest  scrubs.  We  would  certainly  think  tbe 
fact  that  the  chickens  hatched  so  promptly 
and  did  so  well  was  quite  a>  likely  to  be  due  to 
the  hanilling  they  bad  as  to  the  fact  that  they 
were  the  progeny  of  three  and  four  year  old 
hens. 

Mr.  Babcock  quotes  Prof.  Geo.  D.  Coleman, 
in  an  article  in  the  Rural  2iev3  Yorker,  as 
follows : 

'•  The  greatest  source  of  weak  constitution  is 
tbe  heresy  that  has  passed  current,  and  is  still 
taught  as  sound  doctrine,  tbat  hens  should  be 
killed  off  after  the  second  year.  We  breed 
from  fowls  too  young.  A  hen  in  her  third 
year,  and  a  cock  of  the  same  age,  if  both  are 
healthy  ami  vigorous,  will,  all  other  things 
being  equal,  produce  the  most  vigorous  chicks. 
.  .  .  Old  hens  lay  larger  eggs  than  yt.ung 
fon  ls.  .  .  .  The  larger  egg  leaves  more 
room  for  the  chicks  to  develop,  and  gives 
more  vitality,  and  the  chick  is  hat<-h€d  under 
more  favorable  circumstances.  .  .  .  Give 
the  old  hen  a  show,  and  she  will  vindicale 
herself;  but  if  we  continue  in  the  present 
path,  it  will  not  be  long  before  poultry  will 
l>ecome  too  ilelicate  of  constitution  to  be 
profitable." 

.\nd  after  quoting  two  or  three  other  exam- 
plcifin  support  of  his  position  he  <-ontinues: 

"Every  incubator  manufacturer,  if  he  is 
also  a  practical  poultryman  will  tell  one  to  use 
tlie  e<rgs  of  old  hens  for  hatching  in  the 
!ii  i(  (|ines:  that  pullet^'  eggs  do  not  hatch  so 


well,  and  that  the  diickcns  fron>  them  are  not 
so  strong. 

••  Why  is  it,  then,  that  buyers  will  insist 
ujKin  puTvhasing  pullets?  Probably  for  two 
reasons. 

'•  First,  other  thills  equal,  they  will  get  one 
year  more  service  from  the  pullet  than  from 
the  hen. 

"  Second,  l>ecause  of  the  greater  number  of 
eggs  which  it  is  believed  jiullets  will  lay.  But 
in  answer  to  the  first  it  should  be  remembered 
tbat  the  best  results  can  not  be  obtained  from 
pullet.s,  and  that  therefore  a  year  is  lost  in 
breeding. 

'•  And  in  answer  to  tbe  second,  it  should  be 
stated  tbat  two  and  three  year  old  hens  will 
lay  quit«>  as  many  eggs  as  tbe  pullets,  during 
tbe  breeding  season,  and  that  these  are  the 
eggs  which  the  breeder  desires. 

"  It  is  all  right  for  one  who  is  keeping  hens 
for  eggs,  to  buy  pullets ;  but  it  seems  to  the 
writer  to  be  a  great  mistake  to  voluuftirily 
select  such  for  breeders. 

•*  Sometifiies  the  writer  breeds  from  pullets, 
but  when  he  does  so  it  is  because  he  lacks  the 
necessary  number  of  hens  of  the  desired 
quality  to  make  up  bis  breeding  yards.  As  a 
rule  he  aims  to  have  a  goodly  proportion  of 
his  breeders  two  or  three  years  old,  believing 
tbat  by  so  doing  he  will  get  tbe  best  results. 

For  those  who  have  the  necessary  room,  the 
following  plan  is  recommended.  Select  as 
laying  stock  a  tine  lot  of  pullets,  at  least  twice 
as  many  as  will  be  needed  for  breeders  tbe 
following  year.  The  nest  year  transfer  the 
pick  of  these  laying  pullets,  now  hens,  to  tbe 
breeiling  yards.  In  selecting  tbe  breeders, 
choose  those  which  have  moulted  the  most 
perfectly  and  which  have  come  out  with  the 
fewest  defects,  birds  which  are  gooil  as  hens  as 
well  as  were  good  as  pullets.  Tbe  remainder 
can  be  marketed.  Their  room  can  be  occu- 
pied by  a  new  lot  of  pullets.  In  this  way 
there  will  always  be  pullets  for  layers,  and 
two  year  old  bens  for  breeders,  and  tbe  size, 
constitution  and  vigor  of  the  stock  can  be  kept 
up.  If  the  scle<'tions  are  well  made  more  than 
this  will  result,  for  the  ."tock  will  .steadily 
improve.  One  will  thus  combine  all  of  the 
advantages  of  a  stock  of  pullets  for  layers  and 
an  extra  fine  stock  of  hens  for  breeders,  and 
will  reap  profit  in  both  directions." 

In  "  Hens'  Eggs  or  Pullet.s'  Egi:s,"  page  PiS, 
.\pril  1st  F.-P..  we  made  tbe  statement  that 
there  were  many  people  wanting  eggs  from 
hens  (but  not  eggs  from  pullets)  for  hatching, 
and  tbat  hens'  eggs  ought  to  bring  twice  as 
much  because  they  cost  twice  as  much ;  tbat 
the  hens  laid  considerably  fewer  eggs;  that 
more  of  their  eggs  would  be  defective,  imper- 
fectly shelled,  etc.;  and  that  two  pens  of  hens 
would  lay  no  more  good  hatcbable  eggs  than 
one  pen  of  pullets.  That  statement  offers  one 
objection  to  Jlr.  Babcock's  position.  If  we 
are  breeding  solely  for  fancy  points  we  may 
ignore  the  question  of  profit;  but  nine-tenths 
of  the  people  who  keep  poultry  arc  not  doing 
it  for  fun,  but  are  in  the  business  for  the 
profit  there  is  in  it  — and  those  nine-tenths 
have  to  look  at  more  than  one  side  of  the 
question.  Everyone  knows  that  pullets  will 
lay  more  eggs  than  year  old,  or  two  or  three 
year  old  hens,  hence  any  one  keeping  poultry 
for  profit  has  to  consider  the  greater  profit- 
ableness of  having  the  majority  of  bis  birds 
pullets. 

AVe  do  not  agree  with  Prof.  Coleman,  that 
"  the  greatest  source  of  weak  constitutions  is 
the  heresy  tbat  hens  should  be  killed  off  the 
second  year."  We  believe  that  a  far  more 
potent  cause  of  weak  constitutions  is  the  per- 
sistent inbreeding  practiced  by  "  fancy " 
breeders,  and  tbe  continued  year  after  year 
late  hatching  and  latt;  maturity  of  their  .><tock. 
The  majority  of  "  fancy  "  breeders  prefer  to 
hatch  their  chickens  late  .so  that  they  shall  be 
in  the  full  bloom  of  approaching  maturity  in 
midwinter,  in  time  for  tbe  shows,  it  being 
well  known  thai  a  bird  is  at  its  best  at  tbat 
time.  .Stock  thus  late  hatched,  and  maturing 
late,  oiifjht  not  to  be  bred  from  till  the  second 
year,  in  tbat  we  should  fully  agree  with  Mr. 
Babcock;  and,  in  fact,  we  would  go  further, 
and  say  that  for  practical  purposes,  for  poultry 
for  profit,  such  stock  ought  not  to  be  bred 
from  at  all.  With  its  con.stitution  weakened 
by  inbreeding  and  lieing  hatched  late,  and 
with  "the  habit"  of  late  maturity  Inherited 
from  its  late-hatched  ancestors,  it  is  \ery  poor 
Ktoik  for  t  lift  mm  wh"  breeds  poultry  for  profit. 


Herein  is  one  of  the  strong  arguments  in 
favor  of  breeding  from  pullets.  Hatched 
early  imd  got  to  laying  before  cold  weather 
comes  upon  them,  they  are  fully  matured 
before  the  bn-eding  season,  and  being  bred 
from  will  transmit  the  early  maturing  ami 
early  laying  tendency  to  their  progeny  —  and 
tbat  early  maturing  and  early  laying  tendency 
is  a  mo>t  potent  factor  in  poultry  for  profit. 

We  have  come  to  be  a  firm  believer  in  the 
policy  of  selling  oil"  the  laying  stock  before  the 
moult,  i.  e.,  when  the  birds  (tbe  females)  are 
about  .seventeen  months  old,  not  only  because 
we  believe  tbat  a  much  better  profit  can  be 
made  in  that  way,  but  because  we  believe  we 
get  stronger,  healthier,  better  stock,  also. 
M'ben  we  say  about  seventeen  months  old,  we 
mean  that  tbe  chicks  shall  be  out  early  in 
April,  be  laying  before  November  first,  and 
then  sold  to  market  before  the  lirst  of  October 
following  — and  the  plan,  of  course,  supposes 
that  another  "crop"  of  early  hatched  pullets 
is  ready  to  take  their  places  in  the  laying  pens. 
By  this  method  the  pullets  are  bred  from 
when  at  the  very  highest  notch  of  breeding 
vigor,  and  will  beget  a  larger  proportion  of 
strong,  vigorous  chicks  than  will  the  average 
old  hens,  not  to  overlook  the  important  fact 
tbat  we  get  many  more  chicks  from  a  pen  of 
pullets. 

Much  depends  upon  the  point  of  view,  and 
in  presenting  this  argument  we  are  consider- 
ing the  poultry-for-profit  breeders,  the  great 
nine-tenths  who  are  not  "  fanciers." 

We  fully  agree  with  Mr.  Babcock,  tbat 
"  fully  matured  stock  is  the  best  to  breed 
from;  "  where  we  disagree  is  upon  the  age  of 
maturity.  He  says,  "  not  until  stock  has 
reached  its  second  year  is  it  fully  matured." 
We  believe  it  is  fully  mature  and  in  its  best 
prime  at  about  one  year  old,  say  eleven  to 
thirteen  months  old.  Mr.  Babcock  does  not 
allow  that  fowls  are  apt  to  fall  off  seriously  in 
laying  until  they  reach  live  or  si.x  years,  when 
the  accepted  theory  is  that  they  fall  off  sonie- 
what  in  the  second  year,  still  more  in  the 
third,  and  soon  in  an  ever  descending  scale. 
But,  there  are  fowls  and  fowls.  If  we  had 
an  exceptionally  fine  hen  (or  several  excep- 
tionally fine  hens)  that  woulil  produce  very 
superior  chicks,  we  would  keep  her  till  she 
died  of  old  age;  would  never  .sell  her  at  all. 
We  recall  visiting  a  fancier  some  years  ago 
and  having  pointed  out  to  us  one  of  those 
exceptional  hens,  then  seven  years  old.  "  If 
I  get  a  dozen  chicks  from  that  hen  this  spring 
they  will  pay  me  ten  times  over  for  keeping 
her  through  the  winter,"  said  her  owner,  and 
he  was  right;  but,  that  hen  was  one  in  a 
million. 

This  is  a  broad  question,  this  question  of 
breeding  from  old  hens  or  pullets,  and  one  we 
would  be  glad  to  see  careful,  scientific  experi- 
ments made  upon ;  but  we  feel  certain  that 
tbe  average  chickens  from  early  hatched  and 
well  matured  pullets  are  better  in  strength 
and  vigor  and  more  in  number  than  the  aver- 
age from  ol<l  hens.  It  is  notorious  that  old 
fowls  are  prone  to  accumulate  fat,  and  a  fat 
fowl  cannot  lay  eggs  which  will  produce 
strong,  vigorous  chicks ;  that  is  a  well  under- 
stood fact.  Prof.  Coleman  says,  "a  hen  in 
her  third  year,  and  a  cock  of  tbe  same  age, 
if  both  are  healthy  and  vigorous,  will,  all 
other  things  being  equal,  produce  the  most 
vigorous  chicks."  Mark  the  "  if."  Are  they 
both  healthy  and  vigorous?  "There's  the 
rub!"  With  the  old  fowls  fat  and  lazy,  and 
the  old  cock  lousy,  (who  ever  saw  an  old  cock 
that  wasn't  covered  with  lice?)  what  chance 
is  there  that  they  will  produce  the  most  vigor- 
ous chicks?  We  will  take  our  chances  with 
tbe  pullets  every  time,  and  will  beat  the  aver- 
age chicks  of  the  old  hens  not  only  in  strength 
and  vigor,  but  in  early  and  prolific  laying; 
and  this  last  is  the  most  important  of  all. 

Our  favorite  method  of  breeding  is  mating  a 
selected,  especially  strong  and  vigorous  one  or 
two-year-old  cock  with  early  hatched  an<l 
well  matured  pullets,  or  heading  a  pen  of 
especially  good  year  old  hens  with  a  strong, 
vigorous,  fully  matured  cockerel.  All  of  our 
breeding  pens  are  mated  in  these  two  ways — 
and  we  believe  we  get  the  most  strength  and 
vigor,  and  the  mo.st  profit,  from  our  breeding 
stock  so  mated. 


When  the  feathers  grow  slowly,  while  the 
chick  is  growing,  jt  is  ii  strong  indication  of 


You 

will  realize  the  greatest  amount  of  good  in  the 
shortest  time  and  at  the  least  expense  by  Uklng 

Hood's 

Sarsaparilla 

The  One  True  Blood  Purifier.  All  druggists.  $1, 
Hood's  Pillsare  easy  to  take,  easy  to  operate. 


IIEEDIHE  STOCK 

FOR  SALE. 

Having  finislicd  hatching  for  thts  season,  I  will  &ell 
llie  Slock  I  have  bred  from  in  lots  to  suit.  Must  be 
sold  lo  niMko  room  for  tlu'  ytuniKsters. 

Light  Brahmas, 

(Early  Laying  strain;  have  hcen  pot  to  laying?  at 
hios.'and  S  days  old.) 

Barred  Plymouth  Rocks, 

(Brown  Egg^Strain;  *Ulie  business  fowl  of  the 
19Ui  century.") 

White  Wyandottes, 

(Hrciwii  V.-^f,  ricililk-  I.aviii};  .Stocli.) 

A.  F.  HUNTER, 

South  Natick,  Mass. 


WHITE 

WYANDOHES 

Ekhs  f<ir  hatcliiiifr,  Kn:ipi>  jnul  I^anibcrt  strain ;  13  for 
$1.50;  2(i  for  Si-'io.  K.  I,.  LeBAKON, 

COURT  KNI)  POITI.TKY  YARDS, 
13  E.  Grove  St.,  Aliddlehoro,  Mass. 


Springfield  and  Worcester. 


WK  AltF.  FUHNISHINT, 


Fi-olu  nur  fuctoric'R  in  each  Of  tlie  al)ove  cities.  Our 
«).  K.  FOOD  is  slili  llie  ieadint;  l)ran<l  fresli  made, 
dr\- and  rijriil.  If  your  firain  dealer  does  not  ticen  ii 
scnil  to  ilu'  factoi-y  nearest  you.  CUT  GREKN 
BONE  a  spiciaily.  FKANK  O'BRIEN, successor  to 
II.  N.  Aycry,  2ti  No.  Market  St.,  is  our  Boston  a^cnt. 
Suiui  foi*  cata!ot:ut' to 

C.  A.  BARTLETT,  Worcester,  Mass. 
HARTLETT&  HOLMES,  Springfield,  Mass. 


Instantly  and  positively  prevents  flies,  gnats  and 
insects  of  every  description  from  annoying  horses 
and  cattle.  It  improves  the  appearance  of  the  coat, 
dispensing  with  fly-nets.  Applied  to  cows  it  will 
give  them  perfect  rest,  thereby  increasing  the  quan- 
tity of  milk.  It  is  also  a  positive  insecticide  for 
Plants.  We  guarantee  it  pure,  harmless  and  effec- 
tive. Recommended  by  thousands  using  it.  One 
gallon  lasts  four  head  an  entire  season.  Price,  in- 
cluding brush,  quart  cans,  61. OO:  half-gallon,  S1.75, 
and  one  gallon,  §2.50.  Beware  of  imitations.  Made 
only  by  The  Crescent  Maniil'acf  nrinffCo., 
2109  Judiana  Avenue,  Philadelphia. 

VALUABLE  POULTRY  BOOK 

FREE 

for  two  stamps.  Address.   

MICHAEL  K.  BOTER.  Natick,  Mass. 

Barred  P.  Rocks  and  White  Wyandottes, 
Black  Minorcas  and  White  Leghorns. 

Kggs,  .$6  per  100. 
Best  price,  $2  per  13. 

FRANCIS  H.  FOSTER, 
Bos  5-33.        GS  Central  Street,  Andover,  Mass, 


SILVER  WYANDOTTES 

EXCLUSIVELY. 

11  years  experience  in  njatinc  and  breeding  this 
variety.  We  liave  size,  line  laeine,  K'ood  wiug  bars, 
and  silyer  liael<le  and  saddle.  Sloek  for  sale  at  all 
times.  EfTKs  for  IS;  $S  for  40,  frotu  our  l)«st 
se'ected  birds.   Klesant  cireular  free. 

nSNRY  STEiySf  ISSpB.  Sutter,  J«o, 
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Our  Poultry  Symposium. 

Opinions  on  the  Question  Relating  to  the 
Egg  Trade,  Continued  —  A  Fatal  Ailment 
Witli  Goslings  —  Broody  Leghorns. 

Cannot  Afford  to  Neglect  It. 

Selling  eggs  for  hatchiug  forms  ;i  large 
branch  of  the  business.  It  is  not,  of  course, 
the  main  chanuel  through  which  a  faucy  poul- 
try business  is  carried  on,  but  it  is  a  rather 
important  side  line.  No  large  breeder  can 
atford  to  neglect  it.  Many  of  the  buyers  of 
eggs  would  not  be  buyers  of  birds.  They  buy 
an  egg  the  same  as  they  would  buy  a  lottery 
ticket.  No  one  knows  what  there  is  in  it ;  but 
they  put  up  twenty-five  or  fifty  cents,  and  hope 
for  ten  or  fifteen  dollars. 

Very  few  of  the  complaints  come  on  this 
score,  however.  A  complaint  generally  says  : 
"  I  have  not  hatched  chickens  enough ;  1  paid 
for  the  eggs;  they  should  have  given  me  more 
chicks."  Quality  is  not  the  ground  for  fault 
finding  very  often.  The  best  way  to  treat 
complaints  is  to  avoid  them,  or  treat  them 
before  they  occur.  This  can  be  done  by  ship- 
Ijing  only  the  freshest  eggs  from  the  best  stock 
available —  in  short,  just  what  you  would  use 
yourself.  It  is  impossible  to  avoid  complaints 
entirely,  but,  by  good  judgment,  and  no  end 
of  painstaking,  they  may  be  reduced  to  a 
minimum. 

There  ai'e  a  certain  class  of  complaints  that 
must  be  ignored.  There  are  some  persons 
who  will  express  dissatisfaction  with  a  hatch 
of  eight,  ten,  or  even  eleven  chickens.  To 
this  class  we  pay  no  attention.  One  of  the 
boldest  examples  of  what  may  be  called  cheek, 
came  to  my  attention  some  time  ago.  A 
breeder  sold  one  sitting  of  eggs  to  a  man  who 
by  continued  reports  of  poor  hatches,  secured 
some  sixty-five  chicks,  at  an  outlay  of  one 
dollar  and  expressage  on  five  sittings  of  eggs. 
It  is  interesting  to  relate  that  this  customer 
was  afterwards  obliged  to  settle  in  full.  Aside 
from  exceptional  cases,  it  is  best  to  treat  all 
complaints  as  honest,  as  most  of  them  undoubt- 
edly are. 

In  spite  of  warnings,  labels,  placards,  and, 
one  might  say,  posters,  it  still  remains  a  fact 
that  the  poultry  business  still  sufl'ers  no  incon- 
siderable amount  from  rough  handling  of 
boxes  and  coops.  There  is  but  one  way  to 
stop  it,  and  that  is  to  put  in  ycjur  claims  and 
push  them  hard. 

Aside  from  the  risk  of  breakage,  infertility, 
etc.,  it  would  pay  better  to  sell  stock  than 
eggs,  provided  all  breeders  would  agree  to  it; 
but  where  one  does  it  another  must.  From 
every  standpoint  it  would  be  the  better  plan. 
The  customer  would  be  sure  of  his  money's 
worth,  the  breeder  would  get  something  like 
a  fair  price  for  his  stock,  the  satisfaction  of 
both  would  be  infinitely  greater — and  the 
result  would  be  more  confidence  in  one 
another  —  and,  consequently,  more  trade. 

Wm.  Ellkky  Bright. 

Grove  Hill  Poultry  Yards,  Waltham,  Mass. 


raising  and  selling  stock  from  most  of  the 
large  and  some  of  the  medium  sized  breeds. 
And  again,  the  sale  of  both  stock  and  eggs 
will  bring  the  best  results  with  others.  Both 
branches  of  the  business  are  necessary  to 
bring  success.  Whitlng  Farm. 

Holyoke,  Mass. 


Selling  £ggs  a  Mistake, 
In  reply  to  your  inquiry  as  to  my  opinion  of 
the  advisability  of  selling  eggs  for  hatching, 
will  say  that  1  consider  it  a  mistake  for  a 
breeder  of  first  class  exhibition  stock  to  sell 
eggs  for  hatching.  In  my  opinion,  such  eggs 
can  be  hatched  and  raised  by  the  breeder  with 
more  satisfaction  and  greater  profit.  I  have, 
however,  sold  eggs ;,  have  enjoyed  a  good  trade 
and  fair  prices,  with  comparatively  few  com- 
plaints. 

There  is  no  reason  why  a  breeder  should 
refill  an  egg  order,  as  he  cannot  guard  against 
rough  treatment  enroute,  or  after  being 
received  by  the  purchaser.  I  have  frequently 
refilled  an  order,  but  have  never  considered 
myself  under  any  obligations  to  do  so. 

Ezra  Cornell. 

Valleyview  Farm,  Ithaca,  N.  Y. 


Better  for  Breeders  Not  to  Sell  Eggs. 

In  reply  to  your  questions,  will  say  that  each 
year  I  am  more  convinced  that  it  would  be 
better  for  breeders  not  to  sell  eggs.  It  would 
make  a  better  market  for  birds  in  the  fall,  and 
would  result  in  a  larger  profit  for  the  year, 
although  it  would  be  a  little  longer  showing 
itself. 

I  consider  eight  chicks  a  fair  hatch.  The 
best  of  matings  will  throw  some  poor  chicks, 
and  those  are  always  held  up  as  representa- 
tives of  So-and-So's  stock,  which  is  apt  to  put 
discredit  on  a  person's  strain  of  birds,  because 
the  good  ones  are  not  mentioned.  I  have  had 
but  one  complaint  this  year,  and  that  party 
wrote  me  in  such  an  ungentlemanly  manner 
that  I  took  no  notice  of  it.  He  stated  that  a 
number  of  the  eggs  were  broken,  and  that  he 
wanted  them  replaced  at  once,  and  would  not 
pay  the  express  on  them,  and  later  used  other 
words  which  made  me  at  once  suspicious  of 
him. 

It  has  always  been  my  custom  to  make 
persons  dealing  with  me  perfectly  satisfied 
with  their  trade,  even  if  at  a  loss  to  myself, 
provided  they  state  their  case  in  a  gentlemanly 
manner.  But  I  never  allow  myself  to  be 
"bulldozed."  My  egg  trade  has  been  about 
ten  per  cent  above  that  of  last  year,  the  gain 
lieing  in  early  orders.     W.  B.  Atherton. 

Randolph,  Mass. 


cure  is  far  beyond  the  reach  of  us,  in  most 
cases. 

Sometimes  the  cause  is  from  eating  greens 
and  weeds  that  are  highly  spiced,  such  as  poke- 
weed,  elder  leaves,  etc.  A  gosling  will  eat 
anything  that  its  bill  runs  against.  I  feed  a 
considerable  of  thick  milk ;  cheese  makes  a 
good  diet  after  they  are  ten  days  old. 

Hawley,  Illinois.  Smith  Hodsall. 

Broody  Jjeghorns. 

A  Leghorn  With  Chicks. 

I  noticed  the  talks  of  noted  fanciers  on  the 
subjectof  broody  Leghorns.  I  have  aLeghoru 
with  young  chicks,  and  another  that  I  reset. 
The  man  from  whom  I  borrowed  them  has 
three  more.  He  keeps  them  for  eggs,  and 
they  are  not  all  old  hens  that  are  sitting. 
■    Bloomington,  Ills.    Bernard  C.  Capeu. 


Good  Opinion  of  Egg  Trade. 

Our  opinion  of  the  egg  trade,  selling  eggs 
for  hatching,  is  a  good  one.  We  ship  a  great 
many  sittings  of  eggs  during  the  hatching 
season  each  year,  and  with  excellent  i-esults. 
An  occasional  shipment  that  prompts  com- 
plaint is  usually  attended  with  such  conditions 
as  to  make  an  amicable  settlement  between  the 
buyer  and  seller  easy. 

The  season,  distance,  and  all  conditions 
should  be  considered  in  calling  a  fair  hatch 
from  sixty  to  seventy-five  per  cent.  It  prob- 
ably pays  much  better,  all  things  considered, 


GosUngs  Die  When  Half-Grown. 

"  The  goslings  are  strong  and  liarily  wlien  hatchcci, 
aud  nearly  all  live  until  three  or  four  weeks  old,  and 
some  until  half-grown.  Then  they  get  lame  in  one  or 
both  legs,  and  their  baclis  seem  weak.  Sometimes 
they  will  be  helpless,  with  their  legs  stretched  out 
behind,  and  at  other  times  some  will  lay  on  their  sides, 
and  some  on  their  backs.  When  in  this  condition  they 
soon  die.  They  run  in  the  orchard,  with  plenty  of 
grass  and  sliade.  Drinking  water  is  kept  constantly 
before  them,  and  they  are  fed  mostly  on  corn  bread 
and  corn  meal  dough." 


Some  Form  of  Leg  Weakness. 

I  have  had  much  the  same  experience  with 
goslings,  and  have  thought  a  good  deal  upon 
the  subject.  I  don't  think  that  anything  could 
be  the  matter  with  the  way  the  goslings  are 
treated,  except  that  I  would  say  the  corn  meal 
dough  with  bran  mash  will  often  produce 
fierce  heat  in  warm  weather. 

Is  your  brood  gander  strong,  and  have  your 
breeding  stock  been  allowed  farm  range? 
Goslings  bred  from  confined  geese  are  never  as 
strong  as  those  which  have  their  liberty.  I 
think  myself  that  the  trouble  is  leg  weakness, 
but  cannot  say  from  any  particular  cause. 

Have  the  goslings  ever  been  allowed  to  stay 
in  cold  water  long?  This  often  chills  them  so 
that  they  gradually  die.  Our  geese  have  farm 
range,  and  the  young  stock  is  generally  very 
healthy.  Courtland  H.  Smith. 

Hampton  Farm,  Alexandria,  Va. 
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An  Experience  Like  That  of  Mr.  Eulp. 

My  experience  with  Single  Comb  Brown 
Leghorns  is  very  similar  to  that  of  Mr.  Kulp. 
I  have  set  thirty-three  hens  the  past  three 
months,  twenty-five  of  which  were  Leghorns. 
Many  of  them  quit  the  nest  before  the  eggs 
hatched,  but  I  had  enough  hens  that  were 
broody  to  finish  the  job,  in  nearly  every  case. 

Once,  lately,  the  eggs  were  uncovered  all 
night,  but  most  of  them  hatched.  Nearly  all 
of  the  Leghorns  make  good  mothers,  though 
rather  too  easily  excited.  I  have  received  at 
least  nine  chickens  from  every  clutch  of  thir- 
teen eggs. 

I  suppose  my  Leghorns  do  not  have  as  many 
points  as  Mr.  Bright's  or  Mr.  Howell's,  but 
think  they  average  as  many  eggs,  per  hen,  as 
almost  any  one's  poultry,  either  fancy  or  not. 
After  a  residence  here  of  twenty-six  years, 
and  keeping  poultry  all  the  time,  I  still  think 
that  Brown  Leghorn  hens  pay  best ;  and  most 
of  my  customers  in  Jacksonville  want  clean 
white  eggs.  As  my  average  sales  in  the  city 
are  fifty  dozen  a  week,  the  color  of  eggs  is 
worth  considering.  M.  Chesebro. 

Plummers,  Florida. 


Leghorn  Made  a  Good  Hatch. 

I  notice  the  various  items  in  your  paper  on 
setting  Leghorns.  Last  year,  as  an  experi- 
ment, I  set  four,  but  none  would  stick  to  the 
nest.  This  year  I  have  a  hen  that  is  a  great 
pet  that  set  well  and  came  off  her  nest  with  a 
lot  of  chicks  that  are  beauties.  I  am  pleased 
to  say  that  she  is  going  to  prove  an  ideal 
mother.  H.  D.  Johnson. 

South  Bend,  Indiana. 


Jarring  the  Eggs. 

I  have  had  no  experience  of  a  continuous 
jar  operating  on  the  hatching  egg ;  but  do  know 
that  rough  handling  during  incubation  will 
kill  many  germs,  and  cause  a  larger  percentage 
than  is  customary  to  pip  at  the  small  end. 
There  is  a  wide  difl'erence,  however,  from 
concussion  in  rough  handling  and  the  simple 
vibration  of  the  machine  containing  the  eggs. 

Stroudsburg,  Pa.      Chas.  A.  Cyphers. 


An  Affection  of  the  Spinal  Cord. 

This  disease  must  not  be  confounded  with 
leg  weakness,  as  it  has  no  connection  with 
that.  It  is  paralysis ;  it  afl'ects  the  spinal  cord 
of  the  gosling.  Paralysis  usually  depends 
upon  some  affection  of  the  spinal  cord,  and  is 
one  of  the  results  of  over-stimulating  diet. 

You  speak  of  feeding  mostly  corn  meal  bread 
and  corn  meal  dough.  The  only  remedy  that 
I  can  suggest  is  to  not  feed  but  a  very  small 
proportion  of  corn  meal.  It  is  too  strong 
altogether  for  fowls  of  any  kind. 

I  have  noticed  here  in  this  country,  during 
corn  shelling  times  lots  of  corn  is  wasted.  I 
have  seen  old  geese,  as  well  as  ducks,  affected 
the  same  way  as  those  goslings.  The  neigh- 
bors have  ridiculed  the  idea  that  it  was 
paralysis.  I  might  here  advise  the  use  of 
plenty  of  grit  — all  they  will  eat. 

You  will  also  find  it  is  caused  by  goslings 
running  in  the  damp  grass,  which  affects  them 
in  the  same  way. 

About  the  only  thing  I  ever  used  for  them 
was  a  little  sarsaparill  a  root,  pounded  up  and 
put  in  the  drinking  water.  It  is  not  a  remedy, 
but  somewhat  of  a  preventive.  Paralysis  is 
like  unto  the  human  family,  hard  to  cure. 
You  must  work  for  the  prevention,  for  the 


New  Facts,  New  Results ; 
New  Machines,  New  Prices. 

A  Practical  Education 
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Up-to-date  Dairying. 
THEDE  LAVAL  SEPARATOR  CO. 


Branch  OfliiM  s: 
Elgin,  111.  General  Offices. 

74  Cortlandt  St.,  NewYork. 


Tlie  Wopowog  Farm. 

Eggs  for  hatching. 
FuU  Feathered  English  BDFF  COCHINS, 

GOLDEN  PENCILED  HAMBURGS, 
LIGHT  BKAHMAS, 

WHITE  EEGHOKNS. 
Breeding  birds  always  for  sale,  low  price.  Send  for 
circular.  „ 
T.  C.  CHAPMAN  &  SON,  Stony  Brook,  N.  T. 


TRADE  MARK 


Owing  to  the  great  popularity  of  this  product  and 
the  introduction  of  improved  machinery,  we  are 
pleased  to  state  we  have  been  enabled  to  announce 
the  followiuK  reduction  of  prices:  Bag  sufficient  to 
nests  hens,  Kc:  for  10  nests.  50c. ;  for  20  nests,  SI. 
Especially  prepared  for  piireon  lofts  and  aviaries, 
one-half  bushel  bag.  SI.  Endorsed  liy  leading:  fanciers. 
Address,        GWYEB  &  COLDWELL, 

Cornwall-on-Hud8on,  N.  Y. 


GAME  BANTAMS, 

BLACK  BEDS, 

BROWN  REDS, 

DTJCKWINGS, 
PTLES  AND  BIRCHENS. 
Unexcelled  in  style,  reach,  color  and  hardness  of 
feather.  Cochin  Bantams  — Whites,  BufTs,  and  Blacks 
of  the  true  Cochin  type.  Also  Boston  Teri-ier  Dogs 
of  bluest  blood.  Stamp  for  circular. 

PEIRCE  BROS., 
L.  Box  H..  Winchester,  N.  H. 


A  Model  Poultry  House. 

H.  D.  Johnson,  first  assistant  general  man- 
ager of  the  famous  Studebaker  Wagon  Com- 
pany, South  Bend,  Indiana,  is  erecting  a 
model  poultry  house  for  a  village  plot.  It 
measures  15  x  40  feet,  and  the  specifications 
(which  he  sent  Fakm-Poultey  for  examina- 
tion) call  for  good  workmanship,  using  all 
materials  of  good  quality.  There  is  to  be  an 
eight  inch  wall,  of  good  quality  hard  burnt 
native  brick,  laid  in  strong  lime  and  sand  mor- 
tar, well  bounded  to  a  height  of  one  foot  six 
inches  above  grade.  The  walls  of  the  build- 
ing will  be  covered  inside  and  outside  with 
tar  paper,  and  sheathed  with  flooring.  The 
roof  is  to  be  covered  with  three-ply  gravel. 
The  perches  are  to  be  2  x  4  sassafras,  seven 
inches  above  the  droppings  board.  The  win- 
dows will  be  double  glass  for  winter,  and 
single  glass  for  summer.  Galvanized  iron 
ventilators  are  to  lie  used,  making  connection 
through  the  roof  by  funnel  shape  flashings, 
which  are  to  be  laid  before  the  roof  is  put  on. 
The  ventilators  reach  within  six  inches  of  the 
floor.  Scratching  pens  are  attached,  and 
every  method  for  convenience  is  employed. 
We  expect  to  give  further  particulars  of  this 
model  house  when  it  is  completed. 


CAPON 


Gape- Worm  Extractor, 
25c.  Remit  by  Money- 
Order  or  registered  letter. 
G.  P.  PILLING  &  SON, 
115  S.  11th  St.,  Phila..  Pa. 


Complete  set,  with  fuU 
instructions,  post-paid, 
on  recei  p  t  o  f  $2. 50.  28  p. 
Capon  Book  free  for  2c. 
stamp.  Poultry  Marker 
25c.  Roup  Syringe,  10c. 

TOOLS 


SOMETHING  NEW. 

"When  we  placed  the  Eureka  Moisture  and  Egg 
Testing  Chart  on  the  marliet  we  knew  that  it  was  a 
good  thing,  luit  were  unprepared  for  the  enthusiastic 
reception  wliich  it  has  everywhere  received.  People 
write  us  tliat  they  never  could  get  good  hatches  he- 
fore,  and  now  can  get  them  right  along.  "W'e  have 
mailed  them  to  all  points  of  the  compass,  to  hot  and 
cold  climates,  aud  the  result  Is  the  same  everywhere. 
It  could  not  be  otherwise,  because  this  is  the  only  real 
true  method  of  determining  the  proper  amount  of 
moisture.  Eemember  that  I  have  run  incubatoi-s 
longer  and  hatched  more  chicks  than  any  other  incu- 
bator maker  in  the  United  States,  and  the  best  recom- 
mendation that  I  can  give  this  chart  is  to  state  that  I 
have  one  posted  in  each  of  my  egg  testing  rooms,  and 
use  no  other  guide  whatever  for  moisture.  Jl  merer 
^ai7s  to  produce  good  hatches.  To  every  persc^n  who 
'will  order  a  chart  from  this  ad.,  and  so  state,  and  make 
the  claim  when  ordering,  we  will  give  credit  of  $1 
on  a  sitting  of  eggs  from  a  pen  of  as  beautiful  Sivgle 
Comb  Brown  Leghonis  as  ever  the  sun  shone  on— 
every  one  a  show  bird— the  cock  a  fine  heavy  one  with 
a  score  of  92,  cut  one  for  broken  tail  feathers,  one 
for  scratch  on  ear  lobe,  by  Bridge.  He  is  really  a  96 
point  bird.  I  preferred  him  to  some  tliat  scored 
Price  of  eggs,  S3  for  15  eggs.  Eggs  cau  be  had  this 
vear  or  next.  (Price  of  chart  $1,  postage  paid).  Thus 
when  you  buy  fifteen  egirs  you  get  the  chart  free.  We 
also  make  the  very  best  incubators  in  the  -world,  both 
hot  air  and  hot  water;  prices  as  low  as  c;in  be  for 
good  machines.  Address,  J.  L.  CAMPBELL, 
West  Elizabeth,  Pa.,  U.  S.  A. 
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l"nrkey  Kxperlenoes. — II. 

Wrtueu  for  Kakm-IMi  ltky. 

Ihe  >ne»"zin5  and  si-i-ompanyinir  n.i>;il  liis- 
chaTs:*  were  thuiirs  eutirvly  ue«  to  me,  anil  I 
at  oui-*  thought  the  syiuptou)>  tbe  fon-ruuner 
of  roup,  a  case  of  which  I  ha»l  uever  >cen.  1 
orderei)  a  larire  oan  of  SberidMii's  Coiniitioii 
TowJer,  anil  followed  ilim-tions,  lu  the 
meantime  I  put  copperas  in  tbe  ilriukiui: 
water  to  serve  as  a  disiufeetaut  iu  case  of  eon- 
ta^oo. 

After  a  time  the  ilis<-hars:e  ceaseil.  ami  tbe 
malaily  assumed  a  new  aspe»-t.  A  swelliiii; 
formeil  on  one  or  KUh  sides  of  the  bead ;  iu 
the  latter  ease  tlie  creatures  could  not  see 
to  eat.  Those  I  separated  from  the  others, 
aod  "  fed  l>y  hand."  It  didn't  require  a  very 
vivid  imagination  to  fancy  a  reseml'lauce 
tietween  the  heads  of  the»e  invalids  and  some 
species  of  seri>euts— the  cobra,  or  the  I>liiw- 
Miake  for  instani-e ;  but  as  I'm  not  afraid  of 
snakes— at  lona:  ron^e — it  didn't  trouMe  me. 

I  ransai-ked  all  my  old  numliers  of  Kakm- 
PiifLTRV  for  remeilies  for  "  swelletl  bead," 
a  disease  I  had  hitherto  supposeil  lielouired 
eiclu>ively  to  the  ^nus  homo.  I  run  the 
gramut  of  remedies  therein  prest-riU-d,  and 
addeil  thereto  a  poodly  numl>er  of  my  own 
orijcinatin^.  Into  my  treatment  entereil  every 
available  healinir  asrency.  Castile  soap,  lime 
water,  carlwlic  acid,  laril,  turpentine  and 
witch  hazel  were  used  sinsjly  or  in  combina- 
tion. I  dippeil  the  heads  in  washes;  1  band- 
ased  the  parts  with  clolbs  saturtted  with 
soothin::  lotions:  I  injected  healing  fluids;  I 
treated  the  atfected  p.'irta  intenially,  exter- 
nally, and  it  seemeil  to  me  it  must  be  "  eter- 
nally," for  the  patients  strew  neither  lietter 
nor  worse. 

I  finally  resolved  to  adopt  the  heroic  method, 
and  with  a  tiny  pair  of  .'^■issors  I  cut  a  small 
incision  in  the  swelling.  From  this  opening  a 
-ub-tance  resembling  tbe  white  of  an  egg 
i-ould  lie  pressed  out;  but  this  afforded  only  a 
temjiorary  relief,  as  the  cavity  soon  closed  up 
and  filled  again. 

There  never  wx«  the  slightest  otior  apparent 
from  this  discbarge,  nordi<l  it  ever  as>umc 
other  than  a  perfei  tly  tr.in>parent  appearance. 
The  disease  seemed  tol>e  purely  local,  as  the 
binls  nev  er  appeared  listless  nor  inactive,  and 
always  were  ready  to  take  food. 

.\.  friend  dubbetl  our  place  '-the  turkey 
experiment  station,"  and  it  is  a  source  of  sin- 
cere regret  tome  that,  as  its  heail,  I  cannot 
report  a  successful  outcome  of  the  weeks  of 
inleresteil  lal>or.  Truth,  however,  net-cssi- 
tates  my  statiui:  that  nothing  ^hort  of  decapi- 
tation of  the  subject  retluced  the  swelling 
permanently. 

Although  the  disease  was  hitherto  unheard 
of  by  me,  I  fouml  that  our  next  neighbor  had 
several  ca>e>  in  his  flock  tbe  year  l>efor«*.  and 
that  in  three  other  flock.«  in  this  vicinity  there 
had  been  one  or  more  affected  *  birds  the  pres- 
ent season. 

I  noted  also  in  the  queries  in  FARM-Pofi.TRY 
requests  for  infonnation  reganling  this  ail- 
ment, so  I  saw  that  it  prevailed  in  other  lo<-al- 
ities.  I  observed,  moreover,  that  hereabouts 
in  every  flock  where  the  disease  appeared 
there  were  one  or  more  thoroughbred  birds 
among  the  breeding  stock ;  and  as  a  veracious 
historian  I  am  forced  to  add  that  these  were 
all  of  the  Bronze  variety.  I  trust  I  shall  not 
incur  the  displeasure  of  the  breeders  of  this 
species  by  this  simple  recital  of  facts;  I  also 
hope  that  there  will  l)e  no  exhibition  of  levity 
on  the  part  of  breeders  of  other  varieties 
Ijecause  of  the  above  statement.  A  well  pre- 
served mental  equipoise  will  be  most  appro- 
priate to  all  parties,  until  other  testimony  is 
taken. 

A  consuming  curiosity  impels  me  to  sug- 
gest that  a  "  swelled  head"  symposium  will 
\>e  called  to  elicit  facts  on  the  following  points  : 
Breed— thoroughbred,  crossbred  or  mongrel; 
cause  of  disease,  or  theory  as  to  cause;  reme- 
dies used,  and  results. 

In  this  article  I  have  given  facts  only.  1 
have  theories  also.  I  should  have  stated  that 
there  was  one  remedy  for  which  I  sent,  but 
could  not  at  the  time  obtain,  which  I  have 
since  thought  might  have  proved  efliciicious 
bad  it  been  given  during  the  early  stages  of 
the  disease,  namely,  aconite. 

One  incident  will  serve  to  illustrate  the 
success  of  mv  scheme  to  "  ilomesti<-ate  "  my 
flock  by  having  birds  bred  at  a  distance  for 


mothers.  As  they  came  home  of  their  own 
.•iccord  each  afternoon,  1  congratulated  uijscif 
th.Ht  this  portion  of  my  plan  was  successful. 

One  day  I  went  blackWrrying  about  a  mile 
from  home.  The  berries  gi-ew  the  other  siile 
of  a  small  woixl  lot  in  the  second  lield  beyond 
the  eastern  boundary  of  our  farm.  Vhile 
gathering  the  fruit,  I  heard  the  sound  of 
turkey  voii-es  near  by,  and  thinking  the  flock 
of  a  friend  who  lived  not  far  distant  bad 
wandered  hither,  I  thought  I'd  step  out  and 
look  at  them.  As  I  emerged  from  the  bushes 
I  saw  tbe  binls  grouped  together  at  the  foot 
of  a  tree,  with  heads  turned  to  one  side  look- 
iiig  upward,  and  luaking  the  peculiar  sound 
indicative  of  d!u\ger.  Upon  approaching 
nearer  I  found  they  were  my  "very  own" 
turkeys,  and  to  my  astonished  query, What 
in  the  world  are  you  doing  'way  down  here?" 
they  deigneil  no  reply,  but  gathcreil  around 
me  and  followed  me  back  into  the  bushes. 
This  incident  rudely  dispelled  my  fond  delu- 
sion, and  proved  that 

"  Ttte  bi'st  laf'l  pl.'Ois  of  mice  and  men 
Gang  aft  iifilfv." 

My  sympathetic  friends  adviseil  that  T  retire 
from  the  business  of  turkey  culture  at  tbe 
close  of  the  season ;  but  I  hardly  felt  ready  to 
do  so,  and  thought  best  to  continue  the 
"experiment  station"  another  year,  at  least. 
To  lend  variety  to  the  experience,  however,  I 
secured  in  Xoveinbcr  a  trio  of  Xarragansetts 
bred  by  one  of  the  participants  in  the  contro- 
versy in  FAK.M-rori.TKY  a  year  ago,  regard- 
ing the  respective  merits  of  the  Bronze  and 
Narragansctt  breeils. 

If  the  birds  equal  in  meritorious  qualities 
the  kindness  and  courtesy  of  tbe  breeder,  the 
head  of  the"  experiment  station  "  will  be  able 
to  make  a  most  satisfactory  report  when  the 
season  clo.ses.  (ipACK. 

April, 


Trout  Fishing,  and  White  Wyandottes. 

Hy  Mr.  Ulster. 

We  made  a  visit  to  "Woodstock,  Vermont, 
last  summer,  spending  a  few  days  with  W.  E. 
Mack,  and  making  a  short  visit  to  liush 
Vauuhan  at  South  I'omfret,  two  prominent 
White  \\  yandi>tte  breeders.  The  story  of  our 
visit  we  tolil  in  "On  a  Vermont  Farm." 
.\ugust  l.-)th  F.-P.,  but  ilid  not  mention  tbe 
attractive  trout  brooks  with  w  hich  the  val- 
leys of  that  region  arc  musical;  a  very  pleas- 
ing one  coming  down  through  Mr.  Mack's 
farm,  three  or  four  hundred  feet  from  the 
house;  and  another,  still  better,  coming  down 
the  vall^just  south  of  Mr.  Vaughan's  house. 
When  those  gentlemen  were  at  the  Boston 
show  we  had  a  "  chin-chin "  over  White 
Wyandottes  and  trout  fishing,  which  resulted 
in  a  promise  to  visit  them  in  >Iay  and  "sur- 
round a  trout,"  as  Jlr.  Vaughan  phrased  it :  a 
promise  we  were  frequently  rcmimled  of  in 
our  business  correspondence,  and  having  two 
or  three  days  of  leisure  the  last  week  in  May, 
we  set  out  for  Woodstock,  where  3Ir.  Vaughan 
met  us  with  "  Han'l  and  the  shay.'' 

The  protracted  drought  had  made  tbe  brooks 
very  low,  whi<-h  did  not  promise  good  sport, 
our  experience  being  that  trout  don't  bite 
briskly  when  brooks  are  low  and  water  run- 
ning clear.  This  we  talked  over  during  the 
ride  up  the  valley  to  So.  I'omfret,  but  when 
we  alighted  from  the  "  shay  "  trout  were  for- 
gotten in  the  pleasure  of  seeing  tbe  flocks  of 
splendid  White  Wyandotte  chicks,  particu- 
larly notable  for  the  size  and  strength  of  their 
legs,  which  indicates  great  strength  ami  vigor 
in  the  stock.  We  think  we  never  saw  so  fine 
an  average  lot  of  chicks;  and  we  talked 
"chicks''  until  the  call  to  supper— a  talk 
which  was  continued  as  we  watched  the 
families  creeping  into  the  coops,  or  under  the 
mothers'  wings,  and  continued  with  "  short 
intervals  for  rest  and  refreshments"  (and  to 
catch  a  trout),  during  all  the  four  days  of  our 
visit. 

3Iack  and  Vaughan  have  been  careful  and 
systematic  breeders,  working  for  three  things: 
1st,  a  rich  brown  color  of  egg;  -iil,  a  large 
egg;  3d,  a  prolific  egg  yield;  and  while  they 
do  not  claim  to  have  reached  the  goal  of  their 
ambition  they  have  certainly  outstripped  their 
competitors  and  left  them  far  behind  in  the 
race.  In  the  rich  brown  color  of  the  eggs, 
particularly,  they  stand  at  the  head ;  and  for 
size  of  egg  and  color  combinccl  we  think  a  lot 
which  we  had  bought  of  Jlr.  Vaughan  earlier 
in  the  spring  could  not  l>e  outclassed  in  White 


Wyandotte  eggs.  Some  of  the  "  studies" 
made  and  steps  taken  to  attaiu  this  result  Mr. 
Vaughan  has  described  to  us  iu  "  Breeding  lor 
Hark  Kggs,"  page  197,  May  loth  F.-r. ;  and 
the  story  of  his  experiences  in  buying  eggs  for 
hatching  or  breeiling  males  from  other  breed- 
ers, would  make  the  fortune  of  a  "  funny  " 
paper.  He  is  certain,  now,  that  thesafest  and 
best  way  to  introduce  fresh  blooil  into  one's 
stock  IS  by  outcrossing  on  the  female  side. 

It  rained  some  during  the  night,  and  on 
Tuesday  the  clouds  lowered  and  the  rain  drops 
fell  at  intervals  all  the  forenoon —just  the 
weather  for  fishing  if  one  had  loads  of  enthu- 
siasm plus  a  rubber  coat  and  boots;  the  coat 
and  boots  were  proflered,  but  we  preferred  to 
"  talk  chickens,"  and  we  talked  awl  talked 
imtil  the  dinner  hour  came.  Some  questions 
we  had  discussed  made  Jlr.  Vaughan  desirous 
of  taking  us  to  call  upon  a  neighlior,  who  lived 
up  another  valley  some  three  miles  away,  and 
who  has  been  for  many  years  building  up  a 
"brown  e^g"  strain  of  Harred  P.  Rocks. 
.Vfter  dinner  "  Dan'l"  was  harnessed  uii,  and 
we  drove  to  Mr.  Foster's,  finding  that  gentle- 
man at  home,  and  we  talked  "  brown  eggs," 
the  talk  being  illustrated  by  samples  of  a  case 
of  eggs  of  so  rich  and  uniform  a  color  and  so 
goodly  in  size  they  would  easily  pass  for  Lt. 
Brahma  eggs.  In  fact,  we  would  think  they 
surpassed  iu  richness  of  color  any  average  lot 
of  l.t.  Brahma  eggs  we  have  ever  seen.  Mr. 
Foster  keeps  about  seventy-five  head  of  fowls, 
all  Barred  Bocks,  and  raises  some  two  hun- 
dred chickens  each  year.  A  portion  of  his 
eggs  are  9bi])peil  to  .a  private  family  iu  New 
York,  and  Mr.  Foster  showed  us  a  pen  of  hens 
he  had  selected  out  and  is  '■  training"  by  mak- 
ing them  rest  from  laying  for  about  three 
nionths  with  a  view  to  having  tiiem  lay  well 
in  October  and  November  when  the  others  are 
resting.  Feeding  short  rations  for  two  or 
three  weeks,  to  check  the  laying,  is  the  first 
step  in  the  process. 

Wednesday  morning  we  drove  over  to 
Mack's,  and  here  we  indulged  in  more 
"chicken  till k,"  viewed  the  promising  flocks 
of  I'hicks,  and  then  "  tried  our  luck"  at  the 
brook.  At  almost  the  first  cast  JIack  hooked 
a  little  trout,  which  was  exempt  under  the 
"six  inch'"  law,  and  as  Mack  is  one  of  the 
game  wardens,  of  course  the  trout  was 
retunieil  to  the  brook.  Chicken  talk  was 
more  attractive  than  fishing,  and  we  sat  in  the 
shade  of  the  lovely  woods,  enjoyed  the  music 
of  the  babbling  brook,  and  talked  chickens. 
We  did  some  fishing,  and  caught  some  fish, 
the  largest  trout  of  tbe  day  falling  to  the 
editor's  string  —  but  strict  justice  would  reveal 
that  our  two  hosts  were  ever  desirous  that  we 
should  drop  our  hook  into  every  particularly 
good  pool.  It  was  just  the  same  the  next  day, 
when  Mr.  Vaughan  and  the  writer  wen;  fish- 
ing down  the  brook  in  Pomfret.  We  had 
lingered  a  little  over  a  ground  si)arrow's  nest 
with  five  lovely  eggs  in  it,  and  when  v\-ecaught 
up  with  Jlr.  Vaughan  he  was  lying  under  a 
big  yellow  birch,  with  no  thought  of  fishing. 
"  That's  one  of  the  best  pools  on  the  brook," 
said  he,  "just  below  tbe  old  dam,  there,  and  I 
want  to  see  you  get  a  good  one."  We  thanked 
him,  crept  up  to  a  convenient  rock  to  sit  on, 
dropped  in  our  book,  got  a  bite  in  an  instant, 
and  landed  a  beauty, the  l)estone  yet.  Fifteen 
or  twenty  minutes  later  Mr.  Vaughan  had 
excursioned  across  a  small  field  to  another 
brook  which  joined  the  larger  one  a  little  war 
below,  leaving  us  to  follow  tbe  main  stream 
down  to  where  they  joined.  .Just  after  they 
met  we  had  a  fine  deep  pool,  and  took  from  it 
a  still  better  one,  so  that  we  had  the  i)leasure 
of  landing  the  three  largest  trout  of  the  two 
days  catch. 

It  is  many  a  long  year  since  we  have 
"  dropped  a  line"  in  a  trout  brook,  but  all  of 
our  old  fondness  for  the  sport  revived,  and  we 
skipped  from  stone  to  stone,  or  dimbeil  mossy 
banks,  with  the  keenest  delight.  Trout  fishin'.' 
is  highly  enjoyable  of  itself,  but  it  is  doubly 
so  when  one  can  intersperse  it  with  intelligent 
"chicken  talk,"  a?id  in  such  rare  good  com- 
pany as  that  of  our  two  Vermont  friends. 
Catching  the  trout  was  good  sport  —  eatin;r 
tlicin  was  highly  enjoyable  — but  the  crown- 
ing pleasure  of  the  short  outing  was  the  long 
"  chicken  talks  "  and  looking  over  the  flocks 
of  handsome  White  Wvaudottes. 
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Karivi-  Poultry 


Does  It  Pay? 
Written  for  Fak.m-Poultry. 

It  is  an  uudenial)Ie  fact  that  heu  houses  are 
springing  up  lilje  mushrooms  on  the  face  of 
the  land.  Where  there  was  one  live  years  ago, 
there  are  ten  today. 

Many  a  small  farmer  who  used  to  keep  hens 
simply  that  he  might  have  eggs  and  table 
poultry  for  his  family,  has  come  to  realize  that 
the  profit  from  a  well  cared  for  llock  of  hens 
Is  an  item  not  to  be  despised.  His  sons  and 
daughters  too,  and  possibly  his  wife,  can  see 
that  fifty  oi-  a  hundred  hens  will  give  them 
some  pin  money,  if  only  father  will  let  them 
have  the  charge  of  the  poultry ;  and  more  than 
all  this,  many  a  young  man  with  a  taste  for 
out-of-doors  life  and  a  little  money,  has  seen 
visions  of  a  goodly  income  if  he  can  only  get  a 
start  iu  hens.  Hence  the  multiplying  of  the 
poultry  houses  here  in  the  east. 

All  this  seems  on  the  surface  to  be  somewhat 
discouraging  to  anyone  who  is  considering  the 
advisability  of  enlarging  his  business  from 
year  to  year,  or  who  would  like  to  make  a  new 
venture  into  the  financial  unknown. 

3Iore  than  this  —  our  western  farmers  who 
used  to  scolf  at  the  small  profits  of  poultry, 
nave  awakened  to  the  fact  that  'tis  "  many  a 
mickle  makes  a  muckle,"  and  they,  too,  are 
building  shelter  for  their  feathered  flocks 
where  they  used  to  let  them  camp  in  trees  or 
on  fences,  and  they  multiply  their  numbers 
from  year  to  year.  As  a  result  of  this,  our 
dealers  here  in  the  east  say  that  they  have 
never  known  such  a  flood  of  western  eggs  as 
this  spring  has  brought. 

And  finally,  Canadian  eggs  come  rolling  over 
the  border  till  it  seems  at  times  as  though  there 
was  nothing  on  earth  quite  so  cheap  as  an  egg, 
and  that  the  entire  rural  population  of  our 
country  had  gone  mad  on  the  hen  question. 

But  is  all  this  as  discouraging  as  it  seems, 
or  is  it  after  all,  mostly  surface  setbacks? 

Certainly  as  long  as  the  United  States  con- 
tinues to  import  tons  of  eggs  every  year  it 
would  not  seem  as  though  the  poultry  business 
was  being  overdone  with  us,  and  there  must 
surely  be  a  "  home  market "  not  far  away  from 
the  producer.  Because  a  man  builds  a  poultry 
house  or  fences  in  a  bit  of  land  for  a  yard,  it 
does  not  necessarily  follow  that  he  will  make 
a  success  of  the  business. 

Not  only  the  agricultural  papers  but  the 
urban  dailies  as  well  have  been  ftill  of  ads. 
this  spring,  of  either  poultry  farms  or  farms 
well  supplied  with  poultry  houses. 

Why?  Because  not  one  person  out  of  a 
dozen  will  make  a  success  of  keeping  hens, 
whether  he  tries  fifty  or  a  thousand. 

It  is  ludicrous  to  see  how  many  people  think 
that  because  they  can  make  ten  dollars  out  of 
ten  hens  they  must  be  al.ile  by  the  laws  of  pro- 
gression to  make  a  thousand  dollars  out  of  a 
thousand  hens. 

Or,  perhaps  they  never  made  a  dollar  or 
even  kept  a  hen,  but  they  read  such  marvellous 
stories  of  big  profits  and  little  labor  that  they 
become  red  hot  enthusiasts,  invest  their 
capital,  and  expect  to  have  unlimited  success 
from  the  word  go. 

We  do  not  expect  such  folly  among  the 
readers  of  Farm-Poultry,  because  if  there 
is  one  thing  more  than  another  that  our  editors 
have  tried  to  impress  upon  our  minds,  it  is 
that  "  he  who  will  not  work  shall  not  eat,"  in 
the  poultry  business,  as  in  any  other ;  but  for 
all  that,  there  are  those  who  think  otherwise, 
and  their  name  is  legion.  However,  fine 
theories  nor  newspaper  articles  will  not  fill  the 
egg  basket  nor  the  empty  poeketbook.  Your 
poultry  keeper,  be  he  man  or  woman,  profes- 
sional or  amateur,  has  got  to  work,  and  work 
hard. 

He  must  rise  early  and  clean  his  pens,  and 
sit  up  late,  and  hunt  for  lice.  He  must  wash 
and  pack  his  eggs  betweenwhiles,  and  keep 
his  hens  iu  mind,  for  all  the  other  sixteen 
waking  hours. 

Does  it  pay?  Certainly  —  and  because  the 
other  eleven  poultry  novices  thiuk  that  it 
doesn't,  and  because  they  "  won't  be  tied  to 
their  hens  in  any  such  slavish  way  as  that," 
they  have  poultry  plants  for  sale  each  spring; 
and  every  year  swells  the  ranks  of  disgruntled 
hen  folk  who  "  can't  imagine  why  people  need 
make  such  a  fuss  over  the  profits  in  the  hen 
business;  for  their  part  they'd  just  like  to  see 
their  money  back." 

This  then,  though  it  may  seem  rather 
unrighteous,  brings  comfort  to  the  genuine 


hard  working  poulterer,  whether  he  raises 
eggs  by  the  thousand  or  by  the  dozen ;  for  the 
spirit  and  interest  is  much  the  same,  no  matter 
how  the  cyphers  on  the  right  count  up  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Poultry  keeping  seems  to  be  one  of  the  few 
things  that  will  pay  just  about  in  the  propor- 
tion of  what  you  put  into  it.  That  is,  if  you 
invest  your  thousand  dollars  and  all  of  your 
time,  with  the  necessary  brains  and  energy, 
you  can  get  back  a  good  living;  while  at  the 
other  extreme,  if  you  expend  a  few  dollars  and 
a  small  portion  of  your  time,  you  are  fairly 
sure  of  a  tidy  bit  of  pin  money. 

There's  many  a  woman  in  the  country  today 
who  wants  and  needs  the  fifty  dollars  a  year 
that  she  might  make  by  keeping  that  number 
of  hens. 

Of  course  it  takes  time  and  care,  but  if  the 
former  can  possibly  be  spared  there's  no  ques- 
tion about  it  paying;  and  really,  all  except 
the  hardest  part,  (which  a  woman  ought  not 
to  have  to  do  any  way),  can  be  squeezed  in 
somehow,  along  with  the  other  work  —  and 
the  thought  of  definite  recompense  at  stated 
times  will  go  far  toward  easing  the  extra 
burden. 

Mind,  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  always  a  pleas- 
ure to  stop  washing,  house-cleaning  or  dress- 
making, five  times  a  day  in  order  to  feed  your 
little  chicks.  jSfor  is  it  indeed  a  means  of 
grace  to  hurry  home  from  church  and  get  ofl" 
your  Sunday  gown,  to  save  the  feathery  bits 
from  imminent  starvation. 

There  are  times,  after  a  hard  day's  work 
when  you  must  set  a  hen,  or  powder  the 
chickens,  or  perhaps  even  dress  a  pair,  that 
you  positively  loathe  a  hen  and  all  her  belong- 
ings; but  this  is  transitory.  There  must  be 
discouragements  and  fatigue  in  all  work,  and 
especially  in  almost  any  work  by  which  a 
woman  on  a  farm  tries  to  earn  a  little  money. 

But  with  all  this  there  is  a  pleasant  side  if 
one  is  willing  to  find  it.  Of  course,  with  the 
balance  sheet  iu  your  favor,  you  can  afford  to 
be  cheerful  —  and  it  is  a  real  pleasure  to 
watch  the  wee  chicks  rapidly  grow  and 
mature. 

Then  there  is  a  genuine  satisfaction  in 
having  an  income,  even  if  it  is  small ;  and 
lastly,  if  you  enjoy  it  you  will  find  that,  like 
every  other  interest,  you  may  get  new  ideas 
and  find  satisfaction  iu  improvement  from 
year  to  year. 

But,  and  this  is  a  point  to  be  considered,  if 
you,  my  fellow  country  woman,  belong  to  the 
class  who  "hate  a  hen,"  then  take  Punch's 
advice  — don't. 

It  is  not  absolutely  necessary  to  love  a  hen 
iu  order  to  make  her  pay  you  well ;  but  if  you 
thoroughly  dislike  her,  the  labor  and  care,  or 
the  inevitable  unpleasant  things  will  so  far 
outweigh  the  gains  that  you  will  probably  not 
make  much  of  a  success,  and  will  finally  give 
up  the  whole  thing  in  disgust. 

Take  two  people,  either  men  or  women, 
who  are  fond  of  their  poultry,  and  enthusi- 
astic over  its  success.  They  can  hardly  talk 
of  any  other  subject  while  they  are  together ; 
and  they  doubtless  help  one  another  greatly. 
Your  dissatisfied  poultry  woman  looks  bored. 
"  Don't  talk  hens  to  me.  If  I  can  only  get  out 
of  eight  of  mine  I  am  happy." 

Most  probably  there  is  something  that  you 
can  succeed  in  doing  iu  order  to  earn  a  little 
money;  but  it  surely  isn't  keeping  poultry. 
Don't  try  to  fit  a  square  peg  into  a  round  hole. 
No  woman,  even  with  a  liking  for  the  work, 
ought  to  expect  to  make  a  living  with  a  few 
common  hens,  and  selling  only  eggs  and  spare 
poultry.  For  great  incomes  there  must  of 
necessity  be  large  output,  and  a  greater 
variety  of  sources  of  income,  such  as  fancy 
stock  will  bring  in. 

Do  not  be  discouraged  when  you  hear  of 
making  two  and  three  dollars  a  hen.  Ordi- 
nary people  do  not  do  it;  but  if  you  can  count 
your  poultry  dollars  by  the  same  number  of 
hens,  you  may  be  glad ;  while  if  you  can 
increase  this  to  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  hen, 
you  may  rest  assured  that  you  are  doing 
better  than  the  average. 

And  so  if  you  really  do  not  dislike  hens,  if 
you  can  Hnd  pleasure  in  watching  your  fluffy 
balls  of  feathers  grow  up  into  salable  chickens 
or  promising  pullets;  and  if,  in  short,  you  can 
see  the  bright  side  to  the  unavoidable  drudgery 
and  labor;  if  you  want,  (as  about  eight-tenths 
of  the  farmer  women  do  in  these  depressed 
times)  to  increase  your  pocket  money  so  that  a 
new  gown  or  a  pair  of  portieres  won't  cause  a 
family  jar  or  a  guilty  conscience,  then  take 
courage  and  — keep  hens. 

AiwfiE  L.  Rogers. 

Newburyport,  Mass. 


Save  Time. 

Written  lor  Faioi-I'OULTEY. 

Economy  in  poultry  raising  should  cover  not 
only  economy  of  food  and  of  cash  outlay,  but 

—  equally  important  —  economy  of  time. 
The  care  of  poultry  is  so  largely  a  matter  of 

detail  that  it  is  easy,  by  the  use  of  labor-saving 
ideas,  and,  above  all,  by  a  strictly  systematic 
mode  of  work,  to  save,  in  the  course  of  a  day, 
many  a  precious  minute  which  would  other- 
wise be  wasted. 

To  illustrate:  my  henneries  and  yards  are' 
quite  a  distance  from  my  house,  being  further 
up  the  hill,  which  gives  to  my  place  its  name 
of  Hillside  Ranch.  Being  a  firm  believer  in 
lots  of  exercise  for  all  classes  of  fowls,  I  like 
mine  to  get  out  on  the  ruus  early,  and  put  in  a 
good  half-hour's  work  scratching  for  the  millet 
thrown  under  the  sheds  the  night  before. 
This  I  call  their  sunrise  appetizer  for  the 
mash  which  follows  later. 

I  save  all  the  time  and  all  the  steps  required 
to  go  and  open  the  various  houses  by  having  a 
fish  line  running  from  the  door  of  each  to  my 
bedroom  windows.  Each  of  these  Hues,, 
strung  on  screw  pulleys  ou  the  intervening 
trees,  passes  over  a  pulley  outside  my  window, 
aud  has  a  sash  weight  at  that  end.  At  the 
other  end  it  is  attached  to  a  weighted  drop 
door — the  only  kind  I  now  use,  requiring  no 
hinges,  catches,  etc. 

As  soon  as  my  alarm  clock  wakes  me,  I 
merely  pull  down  the  sash  weights,  and  imme- 
diately from  my  window  I  can  see  a  rush  of 
hungry,  lively  birds  from  each  house.  Thus, 
while  I'm  rubbing  the  sleep  out  of  my  eyes, 
then  dressing,  and  preparing  their  mash,  they 
get  a  half  hour  of  the  liveliest  kind  of  exercise,, 
and  all  before  I  set  a  foot  out  of  doors.  At 
night  agaiu,  I  close  the  houses  from  my  win- 
dow, in  the  same  way. 

Simple,  isn't  it?  but  oh,  what  a  comfort 
those  lines,  weights  and  pulleys  have  been  all 
winter,  and  how  often  they've  repaid  their 
small  cost,  if  time,  indeed,  is  money. 

Again,  I  use  inclined  drop  boards  hinged  to 
the  wall,  the  bottom  resting  on  the  floor.. 
Above  these,  three  rows  of  roosts,  parallel  to 
the  wall,  are  also  hinged  to  it.  Boards  and 
roosts  are  raised  and  lowered  by  cords  run- 
ning over  pulleys  to  balance  weights  outside. 

Just  here,  many  readers  will  say,  "  Pshaw, 
we've  done  that  for  years."'  Hold  on,  here's 
what  I'm  coming  to.  I  make  the  drop  boards 
of  clapboards,  thin  edges  uppermost.  This 
makes  an  incline  made  up  of  a  series  of 
smaller  inclines,  which  affords,  when  well 
dusted,  the  ideal  self-cleaning  drop  board.  In 
the  morning  I  raise  it  a  few  inches  by  the  cord 
outside,  aud  let  it  fall  sharply,  which  cleans 
oft'  the  least  particle  remaining,  so  that  when 
I  enter  each  house  I  find  the  droppings  (all  so 
well  rolled  in  dust  as  to  be  clean  and  odorless) , 
in  a  row  at  the  lower  edge  of  each  board. 
These,  iu  this  form,  it  is  but  the  work  of  a 
moment  to  scoop  up  and  drop  through  a  trap 
door  into  a  box  below. 

I  find  it  pays  to  do  this  daily.   I  know  ^ 
many  readers  will  disagree  with  me ;  but  I  : 
find  'tis  really  a  saving  of  time,  in  the  long  } 
run,  not  to  let  such  work  accumulate  for  a 
week  or  a  month.  Many  hen  men  do,  I  know; 
but  my  experience  is  that  my  birds'  health  is 
promoted,  and  my  own  time  saved  by  cleaning 
and  dusting  boards  daily.  '  j 

I  have  explained  the  quick  cleaning  method ; 
let  me  show  how  quickly  the  dusting  is  done, 

—  automatically,  in  fact, —  by  the  mere  lower- 
ing of  the  boards  at  the  day's  close. 

And  right  here  is  where  the  clapboard  con- 
struction comes  in  agaiu.  Before  raising  the 
boards  in  the  morning,  a  scoop  full  of  dust  is 
thrown  on  each.  When  the  board  is  swung 
up  against  the  wall,  the  thick  edges  of  the 
clapboards  —  now  turned  uppermost  —  form  a 
series  of  little  shelves,  as  it  were,  receiving 
the  dust,  which,  when  the  boards  are  lowered 
at  night,  is  thereby  evenly  spread  from  these 
little  "shelves"  over  the  entire  drop  board 
surface. 

Simple,  again,  isn't  it?  yet 'tis  just  in  these 
simple  bits  of  the  hen  man's  daily  work,  and 
his  quick  or  slow  method  of  doing  them,  that 
time  is  saved  or  lost. 

Why,  countless  moments  and  steps  are 
wastecl,  month  ttfter  month,  just  by  incon- 
veniently placed  drinking  fountains  and  feed 
troughs.  I  put  mine  at  the  angle  where  four 
yards  meet,  filling  all  at  once.  "I've  seen  them 
placed,  on  some  poultry  farms,  so  that  this 
same  operation  would  have  to  be  repeated 
four  times,  the  attendant  being  obliged  to  go 
into  each  yard  in  turn  for  the  purpose.  \t 
sometimes  looks,  on  such  a  place,  as  if  the 
owner  had  really  exercised  his  ingenuity  to 
make  his  work  harder,  instead  of  planning  to 
save  both  time  and  trouble. 

Imaa  U'VrcE, 


Lydia  E.  Pinkham's  Vegetable  Compound 

Will  cure  the  worst  forms  of  female 
complaints,  all  ovarian  troubles,  in- 
flammation and  ulceration,  falling-  and 
displacements  of  the  womb,  and  conse- 
quent spinal  weakness,-  and  is  pecu- 
liarly adapted  to  the  change  of  life. 

Every  time  it  will  cure  Backache. 

It  has  cured  more  cases  of  leucor- 
rhcEa  by  removing-  the  cause,  than  any 
remedy  the  world  has  ever  known  ;  it 
is  almost  infallible  in  such  cases.  It 
dissolves  and  expels  tumors  from  the 
uterus  in  an  early  stage  of  develop- 
ment, and  checks  any  tendency  to  can- 
cerous humors.  Lydia  E.  Pinkham's 
Liver  Pills  work  in  unison  with  the 
Compound,  and  are  a  sure  cure  for 
constipation  and  sick  headache.  Mrs. 
Pinkham's  Sanative  Wash  is  of  great 
value  for  local  application. 

A  Great  Book. 

THE  POULTRY  KEEPER  ILLUSTRATOR. 

It  has  nearly  200  illustrations  and  descrip- 
tions.   No  other  book  like  it. 

Our  new  book.  The  Poultry  Keeper  Illustrator, 

is  now  out,  at  tweutv-n\  e  cents  per  copy ;  but  for  sixty 
cents  we  send  it  witli  the  "  Poultry  Jvceper  "  one  year. 
It  contains  over  furlv  ditfcrenl  dc^if-'us  of  poultry 
liouses  alone.  Some  of  the  illnstratious  are  very  line. 
We  adndt  that  we  have  addcil  njani' cuts  that  have 
appeared  in  the  Poultry  Kcc]ier  >roiin;  baclv  several 
years,  but  that  does  not  make  the  book  any  tlie  less 
valuable,  as  we  brinj;  tlii-ni  all  together.  Tlie  followin;; 
is  a  |)artial  list  of  the  contents,  and  every  one  is  fully 
described  iu  detail,  sonje  of  the  liouses,  brooders,  etcl, 
requiring  several  illustrations  to  show  all  the  parts: 

CONTENTS. 

No.  1— A  Six  Hundred  Hen  Farm. 

No.  2— Harris  Poultry  House  (two  cuts). 

No.  3— Aldrich's  Brooder  House  (two  cuts). 

No.  4— Guion's  Poultry  House  (two  cuts). 

No.  5— Incubator  aud  Brooder  House. 

No.  6— Double  Poultry  House  (two  cuts). 

No.  7 — House  for  Laying  Ducks. 

No.  8— Two-story  Poulli  v  House  (two  cuts). 

No.  9— Heater  and  Ventilator  Design  (two  cuts). 

No.  10— Roomy  Poultry  House  (two  cuts). 

No.  11— Light  Poultry  House. 

No.  1'2— Glass  Poultry  House. 

No  13— Miller's  Combination  House  (four  cuts). 

No.  14— Poultry  House  with  Protected  IfiHJSts. 

No.  15— Device  for  High  Flyers  (two  cuts). 

No.  16— Poultry  H+iuse  and  Glass  Shed. 

No.  17— Poultry  House  for  Thirty  Fowls  (two  cuts). 

No.  18-Koosting  Shed. 

No.  19— Poultry  House,  Pigeon  Loft  and  Sheds. 
No.  20— House  for  One  Flock  (two  cuts). 
'  No.21— Capt.  Phillips'  Poultry  House  (two  cuts). 
No.  22— Two-Ston'  Poultry  House. 
No.  23— Comfort  Poultry  House. 
No,  24— Cheap  Poultry  Houses  (two  cuts). 
No.  25— Covered  Movable  Runs  (four  cuts). 
No.  26— Poultry  House  With  Wings  (two  cuts). 
No.  27— Barber's  Poultry  House  (two  cuts). 
No.  28— Double  Poultry'House  (two  cuts). 
No. 29— Boyd's  Poultry  House  (two  cuts). 
No.  30— Poultry  House  for  Small  Flock. 
No.31— ,Iohns<jn's  Poultry  House. 
No.32— Po\iltry  House  for  City  Lot  (two  cuts). 
No.  33— Poultry  House  Ventilator  (two  cuts). 
No.  34-Six  Angular  Poultry  House  (two  cuts). 
No. 35— House  with  Glass  R'uns. 
No.  36— Byers'  Straw-Packed  Poultry  House. 
No. 37— Brooder  House  for  One  Brood. 
No.3S-l)uck  Shed. 

No.  39— Poultry  House  with  Prnlecleil  She.ls. 
No. 40— Poultry  House  an.l  (ipcn  Slii  d  (two  cuts). 
No.  41— Poultry  House  and  I'liiliM  iii  alli  Runs. 
No.  42— Clough's  Venlilator  for  Poultry  House; 

And  so  on  to 
No.  108— Movable  Nest. 

All  for  tweuty-flve  cents— yes,  all  for  len  cents  when 
you  subscribe  for  the  "  Poultry  Keeper!  " 

You  cannot  get  another  sucli  illustrated  book  iu  the 
United  States,  not  even  for  titty  times  the  price  of  this 
—and  a  single  design  may  save  you  many  dollars. 

It  is  printed  ou  good  paper,  and  every  illustration 
has  description,  and  has  a  paper  cover. 

Bear  in  mind  that  you  get  the  hook  and  the  "Poultry 
Keeper"  for  one  year  for  sixty  cents.  The  "Poultry 
Keeper"  alone  is  fifty  cents,  which  makes  the  cost  of 
the  book  only  ten  cents,  the  regular  price  of  tlie  book 
being  twenty-five  cents. 

POULTRY  KEEPER  CO., 

Parkesburg,  Pa. 


at  the  following  Greatly  Reduced  Prices:  , 
No.  1  and  2.  $2,50  each;  No.  3, 1 3  00;  }i  lb.  of  powder  ( 
\  to  go  with  each  machine.  If  you  don't  feel  able  to 
C  buythe  machine^on  can  at  least  try  1  lb,  of  our 
I  Lightning  Lice  Killing  Powder  for  65  Cents, 
(  Postage  Free.  Our  object  is  to  have  you  try  our 
,  powder  in  comparison  with  others.  We  aim  at 
QUALITY  not  quantity.  Circulars  sent  FREE. 
C.  &.  P.  SCHILD,  IONIA,  MICH. 
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KU'ia  Notes. 


A  few  OKMith!)  there  .tpii^aml  in  a  west- 
ern J>at>er  au  artiele  wherein  it  was  jrravely 
>talevl  that  all  the  wort  of  i-ariuj;  for  two 
buDvlreil  >t<vk  fowls,  rai^iug  six  btiudrtHl 
early  chirkeos  every  season,  eariug  for  two 
ix>ws.  soiue  crvnviu^  pi^'s.  a  inirilen,  aud  niis- 
iiti  most  of  the  foo»l  for  the  poultry,  i-oukl  be 
••  easily  (ierforuie»J "  t>y  a  woman  and  two 
i-hiUlren.  with  the  oooasioual  assistance " 
of  a  man  iu  the  ^nlen!  AutI  £^1010  was 
^iveu  as  tin-  highly  prolKiblo  numl>er  of  dol- 
lars that  this  easy  work  woiiUI  liriuj;  in  iu  a 
yvar. 

Nothiok;  was  said  altout  the  work  inside  the 
bouse — cookini;.  washiua:,  irouin:;.  making  and 
mending,  and  the  thousand  and  one  other 
thiiipi  that  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  bouse  and 
housekeeper;  but  as  no  mention  is  made  of  a 
hired  irirl.or  even  the  ••  oovasional  assistam-e" 
of  a  woman  iu  the  house,  and  sueh  work 
must  Iw  done  by  somebody,  it  is  s;ife  to 
assume  that  the  woman  and  two  ihildreu  are 
expev  teil  to  do  it  in  addition  to  the  recreation 
of  caring;  for  the  jioultry  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
outiloor  work  mentioned. 

While  1  was  tbou^'htfully  whetting;  my  tom- 
ahawk and  scalpin;;  knife  preparatory  to 
arguing  with  the  writer  of  that  seductive  poul- 
try article,  there  came  a  letter  from  a  farmer's 
wife.  who.  referring  to  that  wiKlly  improbable 
estimate  of  work  and  wages,  asked  me  if  it 
were  indee<l  possible  for  a  woman,  well  and 
strong  and  not  afraiil  of  hanl  work,  to  care 
for  so  many  hens  and  chickens,  iu  addition  to 
the  regular  housework  on  a  farm,  and  make 
even  half  #1010  a  year  profit.  "Why,"  she 
said  in  concluding  her  letter,  ••  if  I  could  feel 
reasonably  sure  that  I  could  clear  $.>00or  even 
$300  a  year  by  keeping  poultry  I  woulil  l>egin 
right  otT.  You've  no  idea  what  a  lot  of  money 
$300  a  year  seem  to  us  farmers'  wives,  or  how 
hard  we  are  willing  to  work  to  earn  even  less 
than  that.'' 

<'K»e  upon  the  heels  of  this  lett«T  came 
another,  from  another  farmer's  wife,  who  also 
referreil  to  that  wild  westeni  poultry  romance, 
and  recounting  her  own  success  in  the  poultry 
business — $2jO  last  year  from  one  hundre<l 
ami  sixty  heus— (she  has  no  children  to  help 
or  hinder,  but  has  a  mother  who  lives  with 
her  ami  does  most  of  the  family  >ewing)  urged 
me  to  write  a  "  rousing  piece"  and  "  stir  up  " 
other  fanners'  wives  to  get  a  lot  of  hens  and 
do  liki'wise.  or  as  near  likewise  as  possible. 
••  Farmers'  wives  might  help  so  much  more 
than  they  do,"  said  this  wildly  enthusiastic 
woman  in  conclusion. 

Then  came  other  letters  from  yet  other 
women  wl.ose  amiiitions  were  roused  by  the 
aforementioned  beguiling  estimate  of  poultry 
profits,  and  then  Mrs.  D.'s  article  in  F.\rm- 
PoULTRY  for  April  1.  rapidly  followed  by 
letters  (from  men  this  time),  which  raked 
Mrs.  D.  and  her  '"good  man  "  over  the  coals — 
the  one  for  "  working  like  a  slave,"  the  other 
for  allowing  his  wife  to  do  the  work  of  two 
women,  until  I  became  possessed  with  an 
amialile  desire  to  take  the  shot-gun  and  Mrs. 
D.'s  letter  and  go  abroad  over  the  land,  and 
"gently  but  firmly"  and  etfectually  rea.son 
with  the  fanatics  who  are  continually  advising 
and  urging  the  alreaily  overburdened  wives  of 
farmers  to  tjike  up  more  work — viz.,  poultry 
raising. 

Catch  me  advocating  more  work  of  any 
kind  for  the  already  overworked  wife  of  the 
average  farmer,  unless  I  can  plainly  and  surely 
show  how  the  extra  branch  of  work  can  be 
managed  so  as  to  lessen  that  already  on  hand. 
I  should  as  soon  think  of  advising  the  farmer 
to  take  in  sewing  and  washing  to  occupy  the 
time  when  he  is  not  making  maple  sugar, 
ploughing,  hauling  manure,  planting,  hoeing, 
haying,  harvesting  crops,  mo\viug  brush, 
marketing  surplus  produce,  cutting  and  haul- 
ing wood,  and  doing  the  numerous  outdoor 
farm  chores  and  o<ld  jobs  that  have  to  be  done 
year  in  and  year  out  in  order  to  keep  things 
from  "rack  and  ruin  generally. 

There  wouM  be  just  as  much  sense  and  jus- 
tice in  expecting  tile  farmer  who  has  all  this 
to  do,  to  take  in  some  extra  work  to  earn 
extra  money  for  his  tobacco  and  clothes,  as 
there  is  in  urging  the  woman  who  has  the 
cooking,  washing,  ironing,  cleaning,  butter- 
making,  pickling,  canning,  preserving,  sewing, 
etc..  f  which  generally  includes  a  bal>y  iu  anns 
or  tuUdling  arouni  I  under  foot,  auU  often  both ) 


forafarni  family  on  her  hands  and  mind. that 
it  is  her  duty  to  raise  poultry  or  <lo  something 
extra  that  will  bring  in  money  to  "  help 
alousr."  Nay,  more,  for  when  the  farmer  gets 
in  a  "rush"  with  bis  work  he  hires  extra 
help  out-oide  i  which  makes  more  work  for  the 
woman  of  the  house),  but  no  matter  how 
great  the  press  of  work  in  the  house — there 
may  be  washing,  ironing,  churning,  getting 
dinner  for  the  out<Ioor  help,  and  taking  care 
of  a  fretful  baby  on  hand  all  at  once,  the  wife 
has  to  struggle  unaided  through  it  all,  or  die 
trying. 

The  idea  that  extra  help  out  of  iloors  makes 
more  work  inside,  and  that  the  wife  has  just 
as  much  right  to  hire  extra  help  as  he  has, 
seldom  or  never  enters  the  head  of  the  average 
farmer,  and  if  it  did  he  would  soon  dismiss  it 
with,  "  I  can't  atlbnl  to  hire  help  in  the  house, 
and  if  I  could  there  isn't  any  to  be  had."  It 
is  sometimes  a  source  of  intense  satisfaction  to 
me.  so  far  as  the  man  himself  is  concerned, 
when  one  of  these  men  who  hire  plenty  of  out- 
door help,  and  have  all  kinds  of  improveil 
tools  to  make  the  farm  work  easy  as  pos- 
sible, but  still  permit  their  wives  to  carry 
their  end  of  the  load  unaided,  has  to  allbrd 
doitors'  bills,  funeral  expenses,  a  tombstone 
(on  which  should  be  engraved,  "  Worked  to 
Death,")  for  the  overworked  wife. 

Xo  woman  under  the  shining  canoi)y  of 
heaven  can  long  carry  such  a  load  of  work  as 
is  outlined  in  Mrs.  D.'s  letter,  with  trlie  addi- 
tional burden  of  caring  for  fifty  hens  and  rais- 
ing one  hundred  ami  fifty  chickens  in  a  sea- 
son, without  breaking  down  into  the  grave,  or 
worse  still,  into  either  the  mad-house  or  life- 
long invalidism.  That's  why  I  say  to  all 
farmers'  wives  who  have  their  hands  full  of 
housework,  "  Let  the  business  of  poultry  rais- 
ing alone  unless  you  can  have  houselioUl  help." 
Do  not  let  the  prospect  of  $:500,  or  j!.')00,  or 
any  number  of  hundreds  of  dollars  a  year 
tempt  you  into  going  beyoml  your  strength  in 
the  efTort  to  "  help  along  "  by  doing  outside 
work  when  you  ought  to  be  resting.  Such 
work  does  not  help  along  in  the  long  run. 

Poultry  raising  is  certainly  a  legitimate 
brunch  of  farm  industry,  and  when  rightly 
nianageil,  a  profitable  one;  and  no  doubt  there 
are  many  fanners' wives  who  could,  if  they 
%vere  alTonled  a  fair  chance,  manage  a  poultry 
business  that  would  bring  in  more  clear  profit 
each  year  than  the  good  man  gets  from  all  the 
rest  of  the  farm.  It  is  my  <-andid  opinion  that 
many  farmers  would  find  it  "money  in  their 
pockets"  to  give  their  wives  that  fair  chance 
by  hiring  help  in  the  house,  or  hiring  the 
washing,  ironing  and  sewing  done  out  of  the 
home,  or  iu  some  way  lifting  the  load  of  house- 
work so  that  the  wife  could  have  time  to 
attend  to  the  details  of  the  management  of  the 
poultry  without  working  herself  "  half  to 
death ; "'  but  the  thing  is  to  make  the  farmers 
see  it.  If  your  particular  fanner  won't  see 
it,  and  you  still  feel  that  the  addition  to  the 
income  is  necessary,  and  that  you  have  the 
ability  to  make  a  succe.ss  of  the  business,  is 
there  anyrea,son  underthesun  why  you  should 
not  act  independently  in  the  matter?  So  long 
as  the  washing,  ironing  and  all  the  rest  of  it  is 
done,  and  done  satisfactorily,  I  can't  see  that 
it  makes  any  great  difference,  so  far  as  the 
work  itself  is  concerned,  whether  you  do  it 
yourself  or  hire  it  done  with  a  portion  of  the 
money  you  may  earn  in  some  other  employ- 
ment. Faxxv  Fiei,i>. 


An  Egg-Selling  Kxperience. 


By  Mr.  HUNTEit. 

We  received,  a  few  days  ago,  a  basket  con- 
taining twelve  eggs,  supposedly  twelve  out  of 
a  sitting  of  thirteen  we  had  sent  to  a  customer 
in  Wisconsin.  X  letter  within  the  egg  box 
said :  — 

"  Dear  Sir :  —  Please  find  eggs  which  you 
sent  me.  I  trust  you  will  have  as  good  luck 
with  them  as  you  intended  I  should  have.  I 
am  sorry  I  did  not  save  the  former  sitting ; 
perhaps  you  could  have  sold  them  again. 
Thanking  you  for  experience,  I  am 

Yours  respectfully,  B." 

On  examining  the  eggs  we  found  that  eleven 
out  of  the  twelve  were  addled,  which  proves 
conclusively  that  the  eggs  were  fertile  when 
we  .sent  them,  and  that  they  were  either  so 
badly  disintegrated  by  the  shaking  they  got 
on  their  journey,  or  the  heat,  that  the  germs 
simply  started  and  then  died  ;  or  else  that  the 
hen  was  off  the  nest  su  luu^'  one  of  the  early 


days  of  the  hatch  the  eggs  got  chilled  and  the 
germs  destroyed. 

Here  is  a  c:use  which  well  illustrates  one  side 
of  the  selling-eggs-for-hatching  question.  It 
will  be  uoticed  that  the  customer  says:  "1 
trust  you  will  have  as  good  luck  with  them  as 
you  intended  1  should  have,"  which  indicates 
thai  he  thinks  we  intended  lie  should  have  a 
poor  hatch:  that  we  deliberately  defraudeil 
him  liy  sending  him  eggs  that  we  knew  would 
not  (or  intendcil  shouKl  not)  hatch.  Could 
anything  be  meaner  than  that  insinuation?  Is 
it  possible  that  a  man  can  think  that  a  fellow 
man  would  deliberat4'ly  swindle  him  in  that 
manner?  What  would  be  the  object?  Isn't 
it  for  the  breeder's  best  interest  to  treat  his 
customer  iu  the  best  manner,  to  encourage, 
instead  of  discourage,  the  customer?  Obvi- 
ously it  is.  At  least  that  is  our  point  of  view, 
and  we  have  always  aimed  to  do  by  our  cus- 
tomers as  we  would  like  to  be  done  by.  We 
sent  this  customer  (just  as  we  send  every  cus- 
tomer) precisely  such  eggs  as  we  are  hatching 
chickens  from  ourselves.  The  eggs  we  put  in 
oNr  incubators  or  set  under  hens  come  out  of 
the  same  baskets  as  those  we  send  our  cus- 
tomers,—  are  precisely  similar  eggs,  no  better, 
no  worse.  Hy  rigidly  adhering  to  this  rule  we 
know  exactly  what  eggs  the  customer  receives, 
and  if  the  customer  fails  of  a  hatch  we  know 
whether  the  blame  lies  with  us  or  not.  In 
this  case  we  know  the  eggs  were  fertile,  were 
good  hatcliable  eggs  when  they  left  here, 
because  our  incubators  were  giving  us  excel- 
lent hatches  from  precisely  similar  eggs,  from 
eggs  out  of  the  same  basket;  ami  the  record 
of  hatches  by  hens  is  perfectly  satisfactory. 
Here  are  some  of  the  latest,  contemporary 
with  the  eggs  sent  our  Wisconsin  friend.  His 
sitting  of  eggs  was  shipped  April  20th.  We 
set  six  hens  April  llSth,  three  on  boughteii 
eggs  and  three  on  our  own  eggs;  the  latter 
gave  us  twenty-three  chicks.  We  set  six  hens 
,\pril  24tli,  two  on  bougliten  eggs  and  four  on 
our  own;  the  latter  gave  us  thirty-eight  chicks. 
Four  hens,  set  .\pril  2(ith,  gave  us  twenty- 
eight  chicks. 

Those  records  show  that  the  eggs  were 
hatching  well.  We  usually  jnit  eleven  or 
twelve  eggs  under  a  hen,  and  when  we  get 
seven,  eight,  nine,  ten,  and  sometimes  eleven 
chicks,  with  oh  average  of  eight  or  nine,  we 
are  perfectly  satisfied —  and  we  know  we  are 
sending  our  customers  good  hatchable  eggs. 
Fortunately  we  have  other  records  to  prove 
that,  reports  from  many  customers  showing 
eijually  satisfactory  results.  One  from  Wash- 
ington (state),  three  thousand  miles  away 
(eggs  were  shipped  April  2i)th),  reporting 
"  twenty-si.v  fine  healthy  chicks,  with  two 
eggs  broken  during  incubation,"  out  of  three 
sittings  of  eggs  sent;  —  the  customer  says, 
'•  which  I  consider  pretty  fair."'  We  would 
think  it  was  pretty  fair.  Considering  the  long 
journey  and  two  eggs  broken  during  incuba- 
tion, almost  nine  chickens  per  sitting  is  cer- 
tainly "  pretty  fair." 

To  return  to  our  Wisconsin  customer,  what 
caused  his  disaster?  The  eggs  were  unques- 
tionably fertile  and  all  right  when  shipped. 
Did  his  hen  mismanage  them?  Did  the 
journey  destroy  their  vitality?  It  was  very 
dry  and  hot  the  last  of  April,  and  twenty-four 
hours  of  constantly  high  temperature  would 
start  the  germs,  and  the  eggs  would  addle 
directly  they  w-ere  set;  hence  it  is  possible  the 
fault  was  due  to  neither  the  customer  nor  the 
shipper.  Who  should  bear  the  loss?  We 
touched  upon  this  (juestion  iu  the  last  number, 
and  it  is  a  question  needing  careful  considera- 
tion. In  sending  the  customer  the  sitting  of 
good  eggs  we  sent  the  full  value  of  the  money 
—  eggs  that  were  actually  worth  that  sum,  if 
not  more,  to  us,  to  hatch  chickens  for  our  own 
Use.  Did  not  we  do  all  that  equity  required? 
We  think  so.  There  rs  no  possible  way  of 
insuring  against  a  customer's  hens  bungling; 
and  there  is  no  possible  way  of  insuring 
against  the  express  company's  bad  handling, 
or  the  heat  .starting  the  germs.  It  is  impossible 
to  guarantee  a  hatch  in  view  of  these  possible 
contingem-ies ;  and  when  a  breeder  has  shipped 
eggs  which  he  knows  are  good  and  hat<  hable, 
he  has  ilone  all  that  is  required. 

But  that  insinuation  that  we  deliberatelv 
intended  he  should  get  no  chicks,  and  that  we 
could  "  sell  the  eggs  over  again," — those  are 
the  things  that  make  breeders  "  tiled,"  and 
are  determining  so  many  that  they  will  sell  no 
more  eggs  for  bat(  bin<r. "  It  is  not  strange  that 
self  respecting  men,  men  who  know  they  are 
doing  as  they  would  be  done  bv,  wish  to  avoid 
the  risk  of  such  stabs  as  that -and  that  risk 
cau  be  avoided  by  not  selling  eggs  for  batching. 


;1$tbi$  wbat  ails  you? 

Have  you  a  feel-  * 
ing  of  weight  in ' 
the  Stomach  — . 
Bloating  after' 
eating  —  Belch- 
ing of  Wind — 
Voniilingof  Food 
_        , .     ,    — Waierhrash — , 
Heartburn    Had  Taste  in  the  Mouth, 
in  the  Morning — Palpitation  of  the 
\  Heart,  due  to  Distension  of  Stomach  i 
-Cankered  Mouth — Gas  in  the  Bowels  . 
-Loss  of  Flesh — Fickle  Appetite — 
I  Depressed,  Irritable  Condition  of  the 
•  Mind     Dizziness  —  Headache  —  Con- 
stipation or  Diarrhoea?  Then  you  have  * 

DYSPEPSIA 

^  )□  one  of  Its  many  forms.  The  one  positive  j 
core  for  tbis  distressing  complaint  Is 

[flckcr's  Dyspepsia  Cablets^ 

by  mall,  prepaid,  on  receipt  of  25  cents. 
t'HAHLKs  Kamsky,  Hotel   Iinpeiial.  New  ' 
'  York.aays:  "I  sntfcred  horribly  trom  (iya- ( 

>  injpsia.  nut  Acker's  Tablets,  taken  alter, 
meaU,  have  cured  iiif." 

>  Acker  Medicine  Co..  ift-iS  Chambers  St..  N.  T. 


EGG  RECORD 

Tile  liMist  siiuplt'.  praclical  and  easily  kept  hook  ot  tlie 
kind ;  ')(Htt)  in  use.  jJd  edition  rt';ui>\    l*rK'c  'i-k'.  jnost- 

nta,  Ga. 


iwi.l 


H.  A.  KUHNS,  Atlac 


20  EGOS  $1  AFTER  JUNE  1st. 

Siii};l<'  anil  I!osc  c.inili  liairiil  P.  Uocks,  l!lai-k  and 
Wllitc  Wvaiulotlis,  Silvi  r  HandiuiKs.  K.'d  Caps  and 
IVkin  Ducks.  liHi  I'Imij.  Itock  eggs  fresli  and  tci-llle, 
$:!.    Cat.  free  lo  im  i  i-lia..!'!  -. 

KMANUEL.  SCUIKBEK,  Brandywlne,  Ohio. 

^  HALF  PRIGi:  * 

After  June  10th  we  sell  egfcs  fiom  all  our 
'  yards  at  Half  Price.  (SI  per  I'l, )  Kgt;s  will  ' 
I  be  from  our  best  pens  and  handled  with  the  , 
same  care  early  orders  receive.  Our  breeds: 
BARRED  &  WHITB  PL.  ROCKS,  LT.  BRAHKAS, 

UneSHANS,  BF.  COCHINS,  WHITE  WYANDOTS, 
BROWN  &  BUFF  LEGHORNS,  PEKIN  DUCKS. 
Our  stock  will  surely  please  you ;  order  now. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES 
We  are  America's  Headquarters.    Biggest  i 

Stock,  Lowest  Pi-ices,  Quick  Shipmenis. 
I  NissLv's  PocLTRY  ANNUAL  and  Catalog  of  ' 
'  Everything  For  The  Poi'Ltuy  Yard  "  is  a  I 
book  of  80  G.\9  pages,  finely  illiistraied  anJ  , 
full  of  information.    The  book  is  Free  to 
All  but  we  request  a  2c  stamj)  for  postage. 

Geo.  J.  NissLY,  Saline,  Mich. 



NEW  $5  GREEN  BONE  GUTTER. 

("uls  at  the  rate  of  a  pound  Green 
lioiR-s  per  ininulf,  by  liuud.  Excels 
llifin  all  in  ^a^-o  ami  lineni-ss  <)f  cut. 
S5  with  crank;  S7  with  balance  wlit-el 
in  placf  of  crank.   Get  spe.  circulars. 


WEBSTER  &  HANNUM, 


Cazenovia,  K ,  Y, 


WHY  NOT  INVEST 

III  liunrd  I'lynioulh  liocks?  M'ecansell  von  year- 
Hiitr  itrei-din^'  stock  at  prices  that  will  astonish  'y«>u. 
Besl  li.  I'.  Hoi  k  and  White  Wyandotte  iKgs  ?1  per  13. 
.Sei..l  for  eirc-ular.  F.  A.  P.  COBUKN, 

75!)  Stevens  ijti-eet,  Lowell,  Mass. 


21  Barred  P.  Itock  hens,  two-year-olds,  $23 :  1  B.  P. 
It.  cock, S2: 11  LlKhr  Brahma  hens,  two-vear-olds.  $15; 
1  Light  Bralnuacoek,  S'.';  '.'2  White  Wvandoiie  hens, 
S:».  All  the  above  stock  we  purchased  of  A.  F. 
Hunter.   Write  (juicklv  if  vou  want  them. 

LAYWELL  tOUXTKY  F.4KM, 
Lyudou  ville.  Vt. 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

X    OUR  MAMMOTH   BUDGET  1 

ALL  rOR     20  Popular  Songs,  words  and  music,  a 

1U  t^cNTS  traitsalll>i»sidentstheir.S.,17Ci.ni-  ♦ 
plete  Stories,  63  Tricks  in  Magic,  56  Amusing  lixperi-  ♦ 
nients,  64  Puzzles,  M  illustrated  Rebuses.  lOI  Funnr  A 
Conundrums,  6L'  Parlor  Games,  324  Jollv  Jokes  aii'd  X 
Funn  ,■  Stories,  luO  Money -.Making  Secrets,'  ItXI  Cooking  T 
Recipes,  22  Toilet  Recipes,  25j  Selections  for  .\utograpK  X 
Albums,  i.over's  Telegraph,  15  Versions  of  Love    All  ♦ 
^  the  above  by  mail,  Kree,  to  any  one  sending  Xrii  ♦ 
A  Cents  for  Xtiree  Monttis*  subscription  to  our  ^ 
X  Big  Storv  Paper.   Six  subscriptions,  with  all  the  above  X 
J  freeto  each,  sent  for  5«  cents.    This  great  oH'er  is  made  T 
▼  to  introduce  <Mir  paper  into  new  homes.    Satis/actU'n  ♦ 
^  guarati(^,\i.    Vi*ii  get  all  the  ali.  ae  fur  Xfli  <"eil  I*.  ^ 
A  Address  SOCIAL  VISITOR,  Dept  A,  Boston,  Mass  A 

♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦»♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

MAPLE  FARM 

DUCK  YARDS. 

Tliclarf;esl  and  hesl  birds  on  this  conliuenl.  More 
than  \:a»<  hreedlug  liirds  for  sale,  at  re.isoualile  prices. 
Will  furnish  ej:f;s  in  season  from  our  liest  varus,  and 
Knarautce  their  fertilii\ .  .■^en,!  f.^r  c  ircular." 

JAS.  RANKIN. 

So.  Easton,  Mass. 
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Karivi=  Poultry 


Shake  Hands,  Mr.  Hewes !  Shake ! 

Written  lor  Farm-Poultry. 

I  want  to  shake  hands  with  Theodore 
Hewes.  His  article  in  the  June  Keliahle 
Pi>ultry  Journal,  "Standard  vs.  Pad,"  hits 
the  nail  right  on  the  head.  Everybody  inter- 
ested ought  to  pitch  in  and  help  him  drive  it 
home.  Editor  Curtis'  remarlis  in  the  foot 
note  are  very  "  pat,"  too. 

Here  am  I,  an  "obscure"  breeder  of  Buff 
Cochins,  who  feel  obliged  to  combine  utility 
with  the  fancy,  about  to  be  debarred  from 
showing  my  birds  because  they  are  a  trifle 
close  feathered  according  to  the  proposed  new 
Standard.  I  have  been  breeding  them  ten 
years,  trying  to  "  keep  up  with  the  band," 
and  at  the  same  time  combine  the  fancy  and 
utility.  Just  as  I  an.  oeginning  to  get  near 
the  desired  goal  I  find  more  feathers  are  to  be 
required;  and  a  moderately  close  feathered 
Cochin,  as  Cochins  run,  will  practically  be 
disqualified. 

Now,  gentlemen,  is  this  bloomer-clad, 
intensely  English  Cochin  a  whit  more  beauti- 
ful than  the  grand  old  bird  that  the  present 
Standard  calls  for — this  ball  of  feathers  in 
which  everything  is  sacrificed  for  feathers 
first,  then  shape? 

It  strikes  me  that  this  tremendously  befeath- 
ered  bird  is  a  sample  of  excessive  develop- 
ment, and  not  the  representative  type. 

The  Cochins  have  just  as  many  good  qualities 
as  the  Brahmas  if  we  only  give  them  the  same 
chance.  Where  can  you  find  a  better  all 
around  winter  layer  than  the  Cochin,  that  will 
stand  the  closest  confinement  and  show  no 
traces  of  disease?  Is  there  any  more  beautiful 
or  more  useful  bird  in  her  class  for  the  city 
yard  than  the  Buff  Cochin? 

My  fowls  have  a  local  reputation  of  being 
the  best  winter  layers  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  they  compete  with  many  varieties.  I 
think  the  question  of  egg  yield  and  table 
qualities  should  be  considered.  There  are 
Cochin  breeders  all  over  the  country  who  breed 
"  American "  Cochins,  and  they  can  give 
evidence  that  the  Cochins  do  shell  out  eggs  in 
goodly  numbers  when  eggs  are  high,  and  that 
they  make  a  fine  table  fowl.  The  average 
breeder  cannot  afford  to  give  over  to  the  fancy 
altogether.  I  cannot,  and  I  know  others  who 
cannot. 

I  like  Cochins;  they  always  attract  attention 
and  bring  forth  exclamations  of  admiration 
from  visitors  who  see  them.  I  do  not  want  to 
give  them  up ;  but  give  them  up  I  must  if  the 
present  fad  for  the  English  type  becomes  a 
law.  Suppose  it  does  become  the  Standard 
law,  and  1  keep  on  breeding  Cochins  accord- 
ing to  the  old  Standard,  can  I  sell  one  of  my 
birds  for  a  Buff  Cochin  without  being  consid- 
ered a  fraud?  If  the  bird  does  not  come 
within  the  limits  of  the  Standard  requirements 
have  I  any  right  to  offer  it  as  a  representative 
of  the  variety?  What  is  the  matter  with  the 
feathers  on  the  average  Standard  Cochin,  any- 
way? 

It  stands  to  reason  that  if  the  bird's  vitality 
is  sapped  by  an  excessive  growth  of  feathers 
that  it  cannot  produce  eggs  and  flesh  as  well. 
Now  the  Cochin  has  so  many  good  points  that 
it  seems  a  shame  to  say  to  the  person  who 
would  keep  a  few  fowls  for  eggs  and  the 
tjible,  and  yet  have  the  pleasure  of  owning 
Standard  birds:  "  No,  you  cannot  aft'ord  to 
keep  Cochins,  even  if  you  do  like  them;  they 
are  set  aside  for  the  simon  pure  fancier  only." 

A  Cochin  can  Ije  kept  in  smaller  quarters 
and  on  less  food  than  almost  any  other  fowl, 
bantams  excepted.  They  stand  confinement 
wonderfully  well.  I  wintered  twenty  in  a 
(^oop  not  big  enough  for  more  than  seven, 
according  to  our  authority  on  houses,  and  yet 
had  eggs  in  abundance  all  winter,  and  the 
fowls  were  free  from  disease.  A  three  foot 
wire  fence  will  confine  them,  and  they  are 
very  tame  and  easily  kept  so.  These  things 
have  to  be  considered  in  the  city.  The  chicks 
are  very  hardy,  grow  quickly,  and  are  plump 
and  long  bodied  from  the  day  they  are  born. 
They  are  ready  for  the  table  almost  any  time 
after  the  eighth  week.  The  fowls  are  as  good 
eating  as  any  that  ever  graced  our  table,  and 
better  than  many. 

It  is  a  mistake  to  say  that  they  are  poor  eat- 
ing, and  coarse  meated.  If  properly  reared 
and  of  good  stock  —  (not  impoverished  by 
excessive  feather  producing) — there  ase  not 
mau)'  fowls  that  are  better  for  table  use.  Not 


long  ago  I  killed  a  fowl  known  to  be  over 
three  years  old,  and  she  was  as  tender  as  one 
could  wish,  with  fine  grained  juicy  meat,  and 
plenty  of  breast  meat  too. 

Now  I  can  breed  a  bird  with  these  good 
qualities  that  will  come  within  the  Standard. 
I  do  not  claim  all  "ninety-five  pointers;" 
and  I  would  not  be  afraid  to  pit  her  against 
the  average  Brahma  regarding  laying  qualities. 

Why  give  up  the  practical  for  the  sake  of 
the  fancy  only?  Those  who  are  in  it  for  the 
fancy  exclusively  are  comparatively  few  when 
the  vast  number  of  breeders  are  taken  into 
consideration.  Most  of  us  have  to  look  at  the 
practical  side  as  well.  Good  reports  of  work 
done  by  those  western  Cochins  are  constantly 
coming  in.  The  "American"  bird  seems  to 
be  making  a  name  for  itself  out  there. 

I,  for  one,  am  very  much  pleased  to  have 
heard  from  Mr.  Hewes.  I  hope  he  will  tackle 
the  subject  again,  and  that  when  he  votes  ou 
a  new  Standard  he  will  stick  to  the  good  old 
bird  that  has  plenty  of  feathers,  and  vote  to 
have  this  "new  woman,  bloomer"  bird  laid 
on  the  shelf. 

But  I  am  an  obscure  breeder,  and  only  raise 
a  few  for  profit  and  amusement.  Perhaps 
I  have  no  right  to  let  my  voice  be  heard. 
Still,  I  should  like  to  feel  that  I  could  exhibit 
one  of  my  birds  if  I  wished  to  without  having 
it  disqualified  because  "  closeness  in  feather- 
ing is  to  be  considered  very  objectionable." 

The  Standard  feathered  Cochins  are  good 
enough  for  me,  and  I  hope  3Ir.  Hewes  will 
stick  to  them.  The  Standard  was  made  for 
us  all,  was  it  not?  Or  was  it  made  for  the 
exclusive  use  of  "  the  fancy?" 

Good  for  Hewes.  He's  all  right!  Do  it 
again ! !  P.  T.  Woods,  M.  D. 

Salem,  Mass.,  June  IT,  '96. 

Care  of  Little  Chickens. 

Early  in  the  season,  from  the  very  first  of 
their  existence,  chicks  need  the  best  care  if 
you  would  have  them  grow  fast  and  escape 
disease.  When  the  weather  is  fine  and  warm 
there  is  no  better  place  for  them  than  the 
ground,  and  free  i-ange  should  be  allowed 
them ;  but  when  the  nights  are  cool  and  the 
mornings  damp  and  chill,  they  have  no  busi- 
ness out  of  their  coops.  If  they  are  allowed 
out  they  will  surely  contract  the  gapes  or 
colds,  and  an  early  death  will  result.  If  one 
can  have  a  good  roomy  shed,  with  a  dry  dirt 
or  gravel  floor  and  plenty  of  light,  it  makes 
one  of  the  best  possible  places  to  start  broods 
of  young  chicks  during  the  cold ,  changeable  and 
uncertain  weather  of  early  spring.  Where 
we  have  the  ground  floor  sheds  in  severe 
weather  I  would  use  a  lot  of  hay  or  chaff  under 
the  coops  to  keep  the  little  ones  out  of  the 
cold,  and  it  is  better  than  having  them  on  the 
floor.  Let  them  run  out  and  in  from  the  coop 
at  will,  just  so  they  can  get  out  doors.  In  case 
your  shed  is  an  open  one  on  one  or  more  sides, 
you  can  use  tbe  one-inch  wire  mesh,  about 
two  feet  wide,  along  the  opening  to  keep  them 
in.  When  chicks  are  not  allowed  their  full 
liberty  they  should  have  their  wants  as  fully 
supplied  as  possible  by  giving  them  sand  in 
abundance,  and  plenty  of  green  food  in  the 
shape  of  young  and  tender  grass.  Give  them 
grit  the  first  thing,  before  a  bit  of  other  food. 
It  is  astonishing  to  see  how  much  they  will 
take.  Pull  up  a  piece  of  sod  and  place  it  near 
them,  and  you  will  be  surprised  to  see  how 
they  go  for  it.  Lettuce  is  excellent  if  not  too 
expensive;  or  cabbage,  chopped  very  line  and 
thrown  to  them,  just  as  they  need  it.  Be  care- 
ful not  to  overfeed  —  that  is,  give  too  much  at 
a  time.  Feed  little  and  often,  six  or  eight 
times  a  day  for  the  first  week  or  two,  and  less 
frequently  as  they  grow  older,  always  bearing 
in  mind  that  they  relish  a  variety  just  as  much 
as  we  do ;  and  don't  feed  one  thing  over  and 
over  just  because  we  think  it  healthful.  Milk 
in  almost  any  form  after  the  first  week  we 
think  is  very  beneficial,  either  as  a  drink  or  to 
mix  the  feed  in.  Take  corn  meal  and  oat 
meal,  half  and  half,  and  mix  in  sour  milk  or 
buttermilk  and  a  little  soda,  and  make  a  cake 
of  it,  and  bake  in  the  oven  until  well  done, 
then  soak  in  sweet  milk.  This  we  think  is 
excellent.  A  little  millet  seed  thrown  in  to 
them  every  day  will  be  enjoyed,  and  it  is  very 
convenient  for  them  to  eat  whole.  We  do  not 
feed  them  much  until  they  are  three  weeks 
old,  and  then  not  much  at  a  time.  As  they 
get  ol<ler  do  not  keep  them  confined  too  much. 
They  want  room,  and  room  they  must  have  to 


reach  the  very  best  results ;  and  the  older  they 
get  the  more  grain  they  need,  wheat  and  corn 
(cracked).  A  chicken  half-fed  will  grow 
just  about  half.  Any  one  can  hatch  chickens, 
but  to  raise  them  successfully  is  the  next  ques- 
tion. Meat  in  some  form  should  not  be  for- 
gotten, whether  it  be  table  scraps  or  beef  lungs 
from  the  butchers',  either  of  which  will 
answer  the  purpose  in  the  absence  of  insects, 
which  they  can  find  in  abundance  later  in  the 
season.  Everything  of  scraps  left  from  the 
table  is  the  very  best  for  young  chicks  — 
bread,  oat  meal,  rice,  potatoes,  meat,  etc. — 
save  all  of  it  for  them. —  loiea  Homestead. 


A  Good  Report. 

By  Mr.  Hunter. 


We  give  on  the  preceding  page,  a  report 
of  a  hatch  which  was  most  discouraging 
to  both  buyer  and  seller.  A  few  days  after 
Mr.  B.'s  report  came  to  hand  we  received  the 
following  from  a  customer  in  New  York 
state : 

"  Dear  Sir :  —  I  believe  I  have  not  informed 
you  of  my  success  with  the  five  sittings  of  eggs 
received  from  you  the  latter  part  of  April.  I 
set  them  under  five  good  hens,  hens  that  I 
knew  from  experience  with  them  would  not 
go  fooling  around,  but  would  attend  strictly 
to  business.  The  result  is  I  have  forty-eight 
well  developed  chickens,  one  deformed,  one 
(that  I  killed),  and  two  or  three  got  killed 
before  they  got  through  opening  the  door  of 
their  shells.  I  have  got  a  jim  dandy  little 
flock  of  about  forty-five  at  this  writing,  and 
they  grow  like  weeds.  I  expect  to  have  about 
twenty  good  pullets  from  them,  and  as  many 
more  cockerels  to  sell  or  kill.  I  am  kicking 
myself  to  think  that  I  didn't  double  up  on  the 
order  and  have  eighty  chicks  instead  of  forty- 
five;  and  am  thinking,  now,  of  buying  some 
more  eggs  and  some  sitting  hens  and  trying 
some  late  chicks.  I  have  facilities  for  keeping 
forty  hens,  and  think  of  building  a  house  this 
fall  for  forty  more,    ^"ery  truly  yours. 

W.  E.  C.  Smith. 

On  looking  back  over  our  order  book,  we 
found  that  Mr.  Smith's  order  was  shipped  six 
days  after  Mr.  B.'s,  and  the  eggs  in  each  case 
were  from  precisely  the  same  hens,  and  taken 
out  of  the  one  basket.  Why  the  diflerence  in 
results?  It  certainly  cannot  be  our  fault  that 
Mr.  B.  got  no  chicks.  He  had  precisely  such 
eggs  as  were  sent  Mr.  Smith  and  many 
others,  and  precisely  such  eggs  as  were  giving 
us  first  class  hatches  here  at  home. 


Curing  a  Broody  Hen. 

Take  a  box  12x36  inches,  and  sling  it  in  the 
centre  with  a  Tope,  and  hang  to  a  tree  about 
two  feet  from  the  ground.  It  forms  a  filter, 
and  keeps  them  busy,  and  will  surely  cure 
them  of  broodiness  in  three  days. 

New  London,  Conn.     Wm.  F.  Jeffrey. 


MARKET  REVIEW. 


Eggs.  —  Prices  are  somewhat  firmer,  with 
a  goo<l  demand  for  strictly  fresh,  which  it  isn't 
always  easy  to  supply.  With  the  coming  of 
warmer  weather  prices  will  advance  consider- 
ably, especially  for  reliable  marks. 

We  quote:  Fancy  nearby,  15  to  ITc. ;  east- 
ern fresh  13  to  14c.;  best  western,  11^  to  12ic. 

New  York :  Present  offerings  rather  over- 
stock the  demand.  There  is  no  serious  accu- 
mulation in  first  hands  as  a  rule,  although 
some  receivers  who  have  had  a  good  many 
eggs  report  more  on  hand  than  they  like  to 
carry. 

Poultry  and  Game. — The  market  contin- 
ues quiet;  weather  has  lieen  too  cold  for 
much  summer  hotel  demand.  There  is  a  fair 
supply  of  ice  packed  poultry  on  the  market. 

We  quote :  Western  turkeys  iced,  11  to  13c. ; 
New  England  chickens,  14:  to  15c. ;  broilers,  15 
to  20c.  New  England  fowls,  11  to  12c. :  west- 
ern iced  fowls  8  to  9c.  Geese,  9  to  10c. 
Ducks,  18  to  20c.  Squabs,  |2  to  $2.-50  doz. ; 
pigeons  f  1.50  doz. 

New  York:  While  there  is  no  special  snap 
to  the  demand  for  fowls,  still  receipts  are 
moderate,  and  trade  about  sufticient  to  absorb 
the  off'erings  and  hold  the  market  in  a  steady 
to  firm  position  on  the  basis  of  9  cents  for 
selected  light  weight  dry-picked;  scalded 
fowls  sell  slowly,  and  84  cents  is  all  that  can 
be  reached  for  best  lots. 


I  NEVER  DID 

see  how  a  person  could  feel 
comfortable  witli  their  poultry 
almost  distracttiJ  od  accoimt 
of  verniin.  'Tib  nu  excuse  to 
•"don'i  kuow."    Look  and  see, 

YOU  NEVER 
CAN 

be  sure  they  are  clean  until 
you  look  each  one  over  separately,  also  in  ihe 
nests  unci  under  perclies.  A  free  use  of  I.aui- 
bei-fs  Death  to  Lice  will  save  you  the  trouble  ot 
looking  many  limes.  Sawdust  and  Death  to  Lice 
makes  a  good  vermin  proof  litter  for  nests. 

I  NEVER  SHALL 

stop  this  tirade  against  lice  as  long  as  I  know  they 
eat  up  the  profits'of  poultry  keepers  to  the  tune 
of  thousands  ot  dollars  each  year,  especially  (lur- 
ing warm  weather.  I  never  shall  ask  you  to  buy 
anything  that  cannot  be  returned  or  your  money 
for  it  if  not  satisfactory.   This  is  Death  to  Lice. 

SHALL  YOU 

not  trv  it  under  these  terms?  15  oz.  box  25c.; 
postpaid  4Uc.  48oz.pkge.50c.;  100  oz.  pkge.  $1.00; 
Delivered  to  your  F,x.  company  nearest  point  to 
me,  or  liy  nearest  a^ent  to  you.  Trial  5  oz.  box 
postpaid' 10c.   Picture  Hook  of  Poultrymen  free. 


D 


Box  800. 


J.  LAMBERT, 
Apponaug,  R.  I. 


DAISY 

AND 

CROWN 

BONE 
CUTTERS. 

Best  in  the  wor[d.  Lowest 
in  price.  The  *5  HaiicS 
Bone,  Corn  and  Shell 
Mill.  The  Gem  Clover 
C utte  r.  Send  for  c h"cu - 
lar  and  testimonials. 
WILSON  BROS,, 
Easton,  Pa. 


NIAGARA  FARM 

Has  good  stock  for  sale  cheap.  3  fine  pens  C.  I. 
Games,  .50  S.  C.  B.  Leghorns,  30  R.  C.  B.  Leghorns, 
trio  "VV.  China  geese,  a  large  number  Imperial  Pekiu 
ducks,  young  or  old.  Stock  are  all  yearlings,  and 
must  be  sold.  Prices  $1  up. 

W.  K.  CUKTISS  &  CO., 
Kansomville,  Niagara  Co.,  N.  Y. 

Pekin  Ducks. 

Fine  BREEDING  STOCK    For  Sale. 

Orders  booked  now  for  deliv.ery  durinfr  Jnly  and 
AuiLjust.  1  liavu  ut  prrsL-nt  three  thousand  to  seiect 
from,  and  can  furnish  some  nice  ones.  Write  for 
prices.   Stamp  for  reply.  Address. 

W.  H.  FORDHAM.  Speonk,      I.,  N.Y. 
Seawauliaka  Poultry  Yards. 

BL'K  LANGSHANS 

At  Madison  Square  Garden,  N.  Y.,  my  Black  Lang- 
shans  won  the  grand  special  prize  silver  cup,  value 
SlfKI,  for  best  exhibit  in  1894,  189o,  and  1896.  Awards 
1896:  1st  cock,  1st  and  2d  c'k*ls,  1st,  3d  and  5th  pullels, 
2d  ami  3d  liens,  1st,  4th  and  5th  breedin.^  yards.  Bar- 
ffaius  in  choice  breeders.  "Write,  and  enclose  stamp 
for  llUistratecl  circular. 
Dr.F.M.  ROBINSON,  Box  13, Pawling,  N.  T. 

RICE'S 

LICE  PAINT. 

A  WHOLESALE 
Lice  and  Vermin  Destroyer. 
Easy  to  use. — Certain  to  kill. 
Half  Gallon  50c.    Gallon  75c. 

Five  Gallon  Can  83.00. 
Agents  wanted.  Circulars  free. 

C.  C.  RICE  &  CO., 
143  Kinzie  St.,    Chicago,  III. 

Price  of  Eggs 
REDUCED. 

We  will  sell  eggs  from  Bufl,  A\'hite  and  Barred 
myniouth  Itocks,  Buff  and  White  Leghorns.  Buff 
Cociiins,  Buff"  Wyandottes  and  White  WoiuJers  at 
$1.2.')  per  1.3;  $-3  per  40.  Also  Golden  SeliiiKhf.  Butt'. 
Black  and  White  Cv  .hin  Bantams  at  £2  per  18;  or  £5 
per  40,  if  some  of  three  varieties  are  taken.  W  ill  spare 
a  few  from  Bearded  But{  Polish  Bantams  at  SO  for  13. 

KOWLAND  G.  BUFFINTON, 
Box  677,  Fall  Kiver.Mass. 


REFERENCES 


Before  hiring  a  man  you  want  to  know  where  and 
how  well  he  has  worked.  Just  so  with  fences.  Plenty 
of  careful,  thrifty  farmers  have  had  ours  in  use  eight 
or  ten  years.  Can  you  do  better  than  ask  their 
opinion.    Send  for  our  monthly  paper  free. 

PAGE  WOVEN  WIRE  FENCE  CO..  Adrian.  Mich. 

BONE  MEAL,  SHEI.I,,  GRTT,  CHARCOAI., 

Bone  Cutter,  Clover  Cutter,  Markers,  Capouizing  set, 
etc.  Send  lor  circular. 

J.  H.  SLACK,  Bloomsbury,  N.  J. 
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F.niTKD  BY  THOMAS  MTRIGHT. 


The  White  Duohess. 

Ever  on  the  slert  for  l>est  speeimens  in  the 
piireon  r;tmil>  ,  we  lately  purvhasetl  a  spe^-inieu 
of  this  )iii:e<.>n,  known  only  in  the  mitlille  ami 
Wrtitern  >lales  as  a  varit  ty  iu  it-ielf.  We  iliil 
not  Imy  at  rautlom.  l«iit  umhI  our  l>est  ellbrts 
to  obtain  a  fair  spe«-inieu,  for  which  we  paid 
$2..S.>,  express  eharjres  s.">  cents  included. 

We  »hall  now  define  its  properties,  and  sive 
an  impartial  opinion  of  the  irreiit  western 
s>|iiali  t'ini  as  aivurately  as  the  sul'jei-t  war- 
rants, and  as  near  a  life  like  desi-riplion  as 
pen,  ink  and  paper  will  allow. 

-V  meilium  .sized  white  Mnl.  rather  Ions;  in 
leis,  narrow  in  chest,  booleil  as  heavily  as 
ipany  of  our  lorn;  nnifTei)  Tumblers ;  a  face 
like  a  i-ouinion  pit;eon,  and  as  lacking  in 
expression  of  pigeon  character:  eye  Mack  or 
hull ;  no  eye  cere  or  Ix-ak  wattle  to  speak  of — 
resemMini;  the  Pigmy  Touter  more  than  any 
other  variety ;  and  is  what  we  can  only  term 
a  conun<1rum.  as  to  its  origin.  We  shonid  (if 
conii>elle«l  to  give  an  opiuioni  say  it  originated 
from  mating  a  common  Iiaru  white  pigeon  on 
a  Touler.  probably  using  a  common  cock  on 
Pouter  hen.  We  had  hoped  to  see  a  bini 
resemblinir  strongly  the  Roman  Runt,  as  our 
informant  of  whom  we  l>onght  remarked, 
"  Pushes  Runt  hard  for  size."  We  have  yet 
to  see  the  English  Runt  that  is  not  four  times 
the  size  of  thi>  Duchess;  or  the  Roman  that  is 
not  twice  the  size. 

We  s«'e  only  one  possible  advantage  in  it, 
— that  of  eolor — while  everytliintr  el.<e  is 
airainst  it;  for  instance,  the  remarkably  long 
muirs  are  a  serious  objection,  as  a  h:isty  exit 
from  the  nest  while  sitting,  takes  with  it  eggs 
also.  We  don't  object  tOLiuuse  legs,  but  pre- 
fer a  i-lean  leg  as  first  choice.  Agaiu,  it  is  far 
from  an  intelligent  bird,  and  we  shall  always 
find  any  variety  resembling  strongly  the  dumb 
expressionless  face  of  a  common  pigeon,  is  far 
more  difficult  to  care  for,  as  the  more  intellect 
and  dot  ility  we  can  condense  in  our  breeders 
the  less  loss  and  less  work. 

We  are  a.s.suretl  it  is  very  productive,  and  a 
iroo<l  fee<ler:  but  what  object  is  this?  May 
we  not  better  use  our  judgment  in  producing 
more  of  a  more  acceptable  sijuab  variety? 
Time  is  rolling  by,  and  where  a  few  some  four 
or  five  years  ago  were  experimenting  and 
breeding  squabs  for  market,  hundreds  now 
are  engaged  in  the  same  direction  :  and  as  long 
as  the  Homer  exists,  aud  the  supply  is  etjual 
to  the  demand,  tin-  Duchess  will  never  replace 
him.  The  Homer  costs  less,  is  a  far  better 
Iwdietl  birl,  and  we  should  jmlge  hardier  and 
more  vigorous — and  can  compete  as  a  fee<Ier 
and  breeder  with  every  variety  yet  known. 
The  Homer  is  intelligence  itself ;  the  Duchess 
is  not,  anil  if  we  use  the  latter  as  a  cross — it 
will  take  several  generations  to  breed  ofi"  his 
objectionable  features:  and  while  we  are 
perfectly  willing  to  even  cross  him  with  a 
Runt,  we  can  never  pro<1uce  from  the  cross 
that  fat,  compact,  vigorous  squab  derived 
from  the  Runt-Homer  cross:  auil  if  he  will 
allow  U3  just  his  color  we  shall  throw  him 
aside  as  decidedly  inferior  to  either  Homer  or 
Dragoon  for  any  purpose  whatever. 


Lice  and  Canker. 

So  many  letters  reach  us  at  this  %ason  of 
the  year  that  read,  "  My  squabs  die  when 
al>out  ten  days  or  two  weeks  old ;  "  ami  while 
we  are  not  going  to  class  all  who  lose  sf|uabs 
a-s  bree<lers  of  lice,  we  always  have  found  that 
seventy-five  per  cent  are  killed  by  either 
t-anker  or  lice.  We  do  not  know  of  a  single 
cas«-  where  tol>a(!co  stems  are  used  for  nest 
material,  or  coarse  straw  well  saturated  with 
Lamliert's  death  to  lice,  that  any  of  these 
vermin  exist:  and  where  judicious  feeding  of 
sound  grain  in  healthy  coops,  there  is  no  such 
thing  as  canker.   When  either  of  these  evils 


l>e»-ome  introduced  into  a  loft,  it  takes  far  less 
time  to  l>eeome  firmly  established  than  to 
eradicate  them.  Lice  are  especially  detiant, 
and  they  multiply  so  vastly  but  few  realize  it. 
They  always  attack  any  weak  or  delicate  squab, 
and  of  course  hasten  its  end. 

The  enemy  most  <-omnion  to  our  cotes  is 
that  small  Liothtidi .  a  little  reddish  browu 
creature  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  arachniihr. 
These  infinitesimal  beings  almost  orbicular, 
provide<l  with  feet  and  suckers  like  lances  as 
magnifieil  under  a  microscope,  attack  young 
pigeons,  and  their  attack  is  njost  cruel,  as  hav- 
ing inserteil  this  beak  or  sucker  they  fairly 
dniiu  the  blootl  from  their  victim,  small  as 
they  are,  and  we  cannot  iu  the  heat  of  summer 
be  too  careful.  They  do  not  like  tobacco,  and 
as  the  nest  is  their  headquarters  of  attack,  we 
should  always  be  prepared  by  using  only  such 
nest  material  as  will  repel  these  cruel  torturers, 
and  protect  our  squabs. 

Canker  is  of  so  many  natures,  and  caused 
by  various  things,  .and  is  extremely  contagions 
if  of  the  throat  and  nostril  kiml.  We  are  of 
the  opinion  that  lice  are  even  instniinental  in 
causing  a  form  of  this  disease.  We  can  only 
fight  and  fight  .igain. 

Remate  birds  that  bi^ed  cankered  young 
ones.  Feed  cracked  corn  instead  of  whole 
corn:  give  a  change  of  diet,  and  don't  spare 
epsom  salts  —  a  pinch  to  oUl  birds  who  are 
affected  or  that  breed  cankered  young  ones, 
night  and  mornini;  for  three  days. 

We  have  bred  from  forty-five  pairs  of  our 
flyers  to  date  this  year  two  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  young  ones.  (»f  this  number  we  have 
lost  only  nine;  six  of  these  ilied  when  the 
thermometer  was  near  zero.  Our  coops  are 
old.  and  of  a  very  cheap  order:  but  our  breed- 
ing resufe  are  most  satisfactory.  We  use 
tobacco  stems  for  nests,  and  feeil  twice  a  day 
of  a  mixture  of  wheat,  Can.ada  field  pe.is, 
cracked  com,  bread  cninibs.and  a  little  hemp 
—  and  a  healthier  and  more  vigorous  lot  of 
birds  than  our  entire  flock  was  never  seen. 


His  Ad.  Paid. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  The  result  of  your  suggestion 
has  l)een  quite  gratifying,  as  I  have  sold  at 
very  fair  prices  about  all  the  birds  I  cared  to 
sell  at  present.  G.  H.  W. 

Bay  View,  Mass. 

[Glad  we  have  helped  you.  Xow  increase 
your  bredeers,  and  breeil  only  the  hi>st  of 
birds,  and  you  will  always  get  fair  prices,  and 
will  need  an  ad.  the  year  round.] 


Questions  and  .\nswers. 


Motherless  .Squabs. 

Mr.  Editor:— If  a  lien  dies  will  tlie  cock  bird  feed 
and  r*ar  the  younjr? 

2d.  Should  .a  cock  bird  havlni;  young  be  allowed  the 
company  of  a  new  mate? 

3d.  Have  oigeons  a  preference  In  selecting  mates 
if  an  opportunity  is  given  them? 

4th.   r>o  all  varieties  mature  at  the  same  age? 

Versailles,  Ohio.  '  G.  F.  G. 

1st.    Yes,  if  the  young  are  two  weeks  old. 

2d.  Xo;  he  is  lial)le  to  pay  all  attentions  to 
the  new  love,  though  .some  birds  will  be 
thoroughly  faithful  to  their  young;  but  it  is 
best  not  to  allow  access  to  a  hen  at  time  you 
refer  to. 

3d.  Yes,  and  they  generally  do  bettter  if 
allowed  the  privilege. 

4th.  No:  the  Runt  and  some  other  large 
varieties  are  sometimes  eight  or  nine  months 
old  before  mating. 


for  aprioea  poorman  can  iitlbrd.  Do  you  know  of  any? 
1  helievo  lots  of  yt>ur  readers  would  buy  if  they  could 
find  what  they  want.  S.  T.  1*. 

E.  Marlfi)rd,  Conn. 

This  question  has  several  times  been  asked 
us,  and  all  we  can  say  is,  you  cannot  expect 
to  ha\  e  the  best  of  everything  except  by  pay- 
ing for  it.  We  have  seen  so  called  Hunts  that 
.sold  for  $0  to  SI.")  per  pair,  but  they  are  not 
the  Runt  you  expect  to  get,  but  are  a  cross. 
Dr.  Kemlall,  whose  ad.  is  in  tliese  columns, 
breeds  some  of  the  largest  and  best  Runts  in 
this  country,  and  being  of  good  quality  they 
command  a  good  price.  We  have  imported 
several  English  Runts,  and  in  every  instance 
they  are  costly,  and  we  cannot  govern  our 
desires  by  our  means,  and  be  gratified.  Low 
priced  Runts,  like  everything  else  low  priced, 
are  of  a  low  order. 


Blood  Relationsliip. 

Mr.  Editor:— Through  your  advertising  medium  I 
purclKiseil  a  pair  of  Homers  that  I  find  are  nest- 
niates.  Tlu-y  have  r;iiscil  only  one  young  one,  and 
that  is  a  cock.  Would  it  be  advisable  to  mule  it  to  Its 
mother?  Also  lell  nie  where  I  can  get  leg  bands  for 
pigeons.  K.  I!. 

Port  Moris.  N.J. 

If  you  will  only  think  a  moment  you  will  be 
aided  largely  in  future  niatings.  The  cause 
of  your  failure  you  acknowledge  to  be  blood 
relationship;  ami  to  mate  a  cock  to  its 
mother  would  be  adding  more  trouble.  Buy 
a  pair  of  birds  that  are  not  inbred  and  not 
related,  from  a  responsible  person.  Mate  the 
cock  you  now  Dave  to  the  hen  you  may  bin-, 
and  vice  versa.  Kill  the  young  cock  you  have 
bred,  or  buy  a  good  hen  say  three  ye:irs  old, 
and  mate  to  him.  Your  old  pair  are  no  doiilit 
cheap  degenerated  Homers, as  per  yourexperi- 
ence. 

8ee  our  advertising  columns  for  leg  bands. 

A  Breeding  Cliart. 

Mr.  Editor:— Is  there  such  a  thing  .is  a  breeding 
chart  for  pigeons?  If  so,  please  inform  me  where 
such  can  be  procured.  E.S.K. 

Phila.,  Pa. 

We  have  heard  of  sucn  a  chart,  l)ut  eaiinot 
recall  it.  Our  chart  consists  of  two  ordinary 
account  books,  one  is  small,  the  other  larger. 
AVhen  we  band  young  ones  we  credit  No.  of 
band  to  No.  of  parents:  this  is  transferred  to 
a  larger  b'ook,  which  contains  number,  color, 
strain,  record  of  parents,  date  of  hatch,  etc. 


Black  Ilouierg. 

Mr.  Editor:— Arc  there  any  black  Homers?  It  so 
what  are  they  bred  from  ?  F.  H.O. 

Brookland,  I).  C. 

Yes ;  one  of  the  best  all  round  Homers  in  our 
own  coops  is  as  black  as  coal.  Cannot  tell 
from  what  particular  source  the  color  is 
derived ;  probably  an  infusion  of  Dragoon 
blood. 


Sand  T8.  .Sawdnst. 

Mr.  Editor:- 1  am  a  believer  in  F.-P.  on  nearly 
everything  I  have  tried;  but  lately  I  have  had  sev- 
eral young  ones  get  what  seems  like  rheumatism,  as 
they  have  no  use  of  their  legs  after  they  get  on  ti>  the 
floor.  A  friend  said  your  advice  on  sanded  lloors  was 
all  wrong,  and  If  I  used  s.awdust  I  should  soon  find 
by  its  absorbing  properties  the  trouble  would  disap- 
pear. My  birds  are  confined,  and  are  well  cared  for— 
and  I  don't  understand  this  disease  which  afllicts 
ever)'  one  as  soon  as  they  leave  the  nest. 

Dorchester.  Mass.  F.  G.  G. 

Your  coop  is  damp,  and  sawdust  might 
have  some  effect  in  ab.sorption ;  but  the  effect 
on  the  young  would  be  just  as  injurious, 
while  in  its  use  you  expose  your  liinls  to  indi- 
gestion and  general  disorders,  as  they  cannot 
help  picking  up  particles  of  the  dust,  and 
even  in  breathing  they  breathe  dust.  Birds 
that  have  perfect  freedom  would  be  le.ss  liable : 
but  we  find  sand  a  natural  floor  covering; 
sawdust  is  not.  Raise  your  coop,  and  see 
that  there  are  no  leaks— but  use  sand. 

HOMING  PIGEONS,  per  pair,  Sl.-'ii; « bite.  S:5 per 
pair.  M.  ISl-lACIl.  Seymour,  ft. 

AGKNTS  wanted  at  the  QCAKER  City  Pocltry 
AND  I'Kitox  Faiim.  Telforil.  Pa.   Write  forte  nu  s . 

30  VARIKTIES  Poultry;  1.5  Pigeons.  Birds  for 
sale  cheap.  Eggs  $1  per  15.  4c.  for  line  catalogue. 
Circular  free.  .1.  D,  SOUDER,  Telford,  Pa. 

WH.  HOMERS.  Speedy,  reliable  birds  at  reasona- 
ble prices.   H.  E.  Kline. -.'423  .Marshall  St.,  Phila.,  Pa. 

HOMERS.— Well  bred  birds  at  reasonable  prices 
M.E.  liUULIXGAME,  290  Smith  St..  Providence,  K.I. 

LEG  BANDS,  seamless  and  open,  aluminum  or 
nickel,  for  marking  all  varieties  of  pigeons.  Address 
S.  G.  JEPSOX,  287  Park  St.,  Medford.  Mass. 


Tonne  Homing;  Plg:eonB  at  reasonable  pricea 
A.  P.  HANSCOM.  1  Sharon  St.,  West  Meilford,  Masa 

smi.VB  .STOCK.  On  ing  lo  a  change  in  my  d.imes- 
lie  :irraiigenieuts,  I  am  obliged  to  pait  ^^ilb  nij 
Pigeons,  and  will  sell  to  the  first  ap|.licaiits  the 
monster  Kiints  with  which  I  have  won  all  the  prizes 
wlu-ievcr  >llowu.  Will  go  at  tloni  lo  SSeacli.  Some 
are  bird*  for  which  1  lia\  e  refused  S2.)  <'arh.  -W  word 
to  the  wiseis  sufficient."  W.(i. Kendall,  Atlantic.  Mass. 

HOMERS. 

Mated  for  living  or  Sijuab  breeding,  $1  and  $2  pair, 
liooks  on  Breeding  aud  Training,  2.'icts.  Money  in 
Squabs,  JOcIs.  (stamps.)  Leg  bands.  Pedigree  blanks. 
Rubber  stamps,  Clieap  pigeon  books  and  papers. 
Cat,  free.  V.  1,.  HOOPKIi.  Slallon  B..  Hallinioie.  Mil. 

HOMING    .\XD   OTHER  PIGEONS  FOB 
S.^E  OK  EXCHANGE. 

Mv  Homing  blood  c<^mpriscs  some  of  the  most  rell- 
alile'strains  in  the  world.  Birds  w  Mb  rec<irds  from  200 
to  t»Hi  miles.  Parties  wanting  ihr)roiiglilv  goo.l  si<,ckat 
t;nr  prices  can  rely  upon  n\y  smd  of  ini-iMh-rs ;  also 

oilier  tiirds  on  hand  for  sale  at  all  li  s.   Clicular  for 

2c.  stamp.  Homing  Pigeons  in  e.\cliange  for  gooj 
laying  fowls. 

THOS.  WRIGHT,  Medford,  Mass. 


Decker's  Incubator  Thermometer. 

By  Mail  $1.00. 
DECKER'S  NOVELTY  LEG  BANDS, 

for  pttnlti  \  ami  pigeons,  2-5  cts.perdoz.;  -tOcts.  fortwo 
doz.-  $1.2.-,  |H  I  hnn.lrc.i.  Threeyears  in  use.  Adopted 
by  poiiltr\  assiK  iaiions.  Send  forclrculargivingpar- 
tlculai-s  and  glowing  testimonials. 

W.J.  DECKER  &  CO..  Cresskill,  N.  J. 

gUAItTKK  OFCFNTrR  Y  Olj*. 

FAY  S  MANILI 

ROJOFING. 

CHEAPUfATCDODnnC  f*"*  affected 

STRONGWAICnrnUUri  by  gases. 

No  HUST  nor  RATTLE.    Ouamtta  tin  or  iron. 

(1  Durable  siib-iituie  for  Piaster  on  nallg. 
\'aler  Proof  ^-neallling  of  pjime  material,  the 
best  and  cbeapeBt  in  the  market.  Writ«for  sampliB.  Ac 
TheFAl  MAMLLA  UOOHIiUCO.,CAMI*liNj(.,I, 

^UFF  LEGHORN. 

Prices  of  Eggs  Reduced. 

We  shall  sell  no  more  etrgs  after  this  season.  Eggs 
after  .lime  UMli  from  our  best  vards  at  S'i  per  1.5;  $.5 
per:iO;  $7  lier  4.5.  Kggs  fr,,ii'i  hens  mated  for  laving 
piiri)i>ses  alone  at  vei  v  low  rates  bv  the  IIKI.  A'tlne 
lot  of  breeding  birds  for  sale  clieap  in  lots  to  suit. 
2c.  st:imp  for  eat;rIogue. 

AUG.  D.  ARNOLD,  Dillsburg,  Pa. 

Winners  at  Boston. 

S.  C.  W.  LEGHORNS 

won  cvci'v  Ut  .'iinl  'A1  in  i/o  hut  one  in  tlir  liandsof  niv- 
si'lfaii'i  ii.itri'ii--.  Kaiiij-I'<niIti-v  for  ouc  vt-ar  with 
all  ni  .li  r--  for  .  in  Juin'  and  .July.  Eggs  '$2  per  \b\ 
$3..'pii  |.t  r  r  4:>.  ^^  mX  for  oir. 

J.  ll.AV<><>I>IIK.\I>,  liox  *2-'*j.  Leicester,  IVlass. 


BIIFF  LEfilOmS! 

FIRST  aiul  second  at  New  York.Washington, 
Troy,  Newburg  and  Danburj-, 

Twenly-niiie  regular  prizes;  14  golil  specials  at  New 
York  "  and  M  ushingion  this  year.  S25  Buff  Leg- 
horn Thih  cup  for  he-*t  exhibit  at  Wasltington.  Eggs 
$.'>  |>er        No  lii^cou^t. 

Black  Langshans,  Minorcas, 


and  Blue  Barred  Rocks, 

A.S  GOOD  A.S  THE  BIFFS. 

Eggs  $2  per  i;;:  $.5  per  ;si.  stock  ii  per  bead,  and 
upwards. 

£.  P.  SHEPHERD, 

Lock  no.\  2.  Croton  Falls,  N.  T; 
Sec'y  and  Treas.  Biilf  Leg.  Club.  

THE  IMPROVED 

MONARCH 


Price  of  Rants. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  would  like  to  improve  my  stock  with 
a  few  Runts  to  use  as  a  cross;  but  can't  afford  to  pay 
from  $1.5  to  S2.5  for  a  pair  that  will  answer  my  pur- 
pose ;  and  U  seems  as  if  there  must  be  some  somewhere 


FOR  SALE. 


2.5  pairs  Homers  at  $1  per  pair.  Must  be  sold  before 
.lulylsl.  These  bl ills  have  been  kept  as  feeilers  .and 
breeders,  and  came  from  some  of  the  best  strains  of 
flying  stock  iu  this  country.        W.  S.  STONE. 

School  St.,  Woburn,  Mass. 


INCUBATOR 

Won  two  first  premiums  at  the  great  Incubator  con- 
test at  Madison  Square  (Jarden.  Kebruarv.  181*2.  First 
of  $2.5  in  gold  for  the  largest  and  best  hatch,  and  1st 
of  $2.5  in  gold  for  best  niaehine  in  show. 

More  than  1800  Cliicks,  Ducks  and  Turkeys 
from  One  Machine  in  Seven  Weeks. 

This  machine  has  the  most  perfect  Regulator  ever 
Invented.  Thousands  in  successful  operation  in  this 
country, Canada  and  in  Kiirojie.  They  are  givinv 
universal  satisfaction  evervwhere.  First  Preniinni 
at  40  consecutive  sliows.  "Nearly  .ill  the  large  and 
successful  poultrvi;rowers  use  Monarchs.  Some  firms 
are  using  from  eighteen  lo  twenty  eiX>-csg  machines." 
Send  2  cent  stamp  for  new  illustrated  circular. 

JAMES  R.1NKIN,  So.  Easton.  Mass. 
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ti  Custom  House  Si.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Green  Wrapper  ^ 


When    Tou  lleceive 

Fakm-Poultby  in  a  Green 
Wrapper  your  subscription 
ends  with  that  issue.  Tlierefoj-e,  please  send  cash 
$1.00  to  renew  —  f or  — 

VVe  Shall  Always  Stop  the  Paper  when  the 
time  for  which  it  is  paid  bus  expired;  so  that  to  avoid 
missing  numbers  all  should  renew  promptly. 

Get  a  Couple  of  Neighbors  to  club  with  you, 
and  we  will  send  the  paper  to  the  Ihree  parties  a  full 
year  all  for  S2.50,  cash  or  stamps,  if  allsent  at  cue  time. 

Change  in  Address— When  ordering  a  change  in 
the  address,  subscribers  should  be  sure  to  give  their 
former  as  well  as  their  present  address,  or  we  cannot 
nrdke  the  change;  our  list  is  kept  by  towns  first. 

Canvassers  Wanted  in  every  tovm  to  solicit  sub- 
scriptions. Terms  sent  on  application.  Liberal  com- 
mission paid  in  cash.   Send  tor  our  Terms  to  Agents. 

THE   ADVERTISING  RATE 

is  30c.  per  Agate  Line  Each  Issue. 
Fourteen  Lines  in  every  Inch  of  single  column 
space.   Seven  average  Words  make  one  line. 

DISCOUNTS  FKOIVI  ABOVE  KATE  depend 
entii-elv  upon  the  amount  of  space  used  by  an  adver- 
tiser within  a  stated  time.  Rate  card  furnished  to  any 
advertiser  on  application.   Send  for  Kate  Card. 

Copyright- 1896,  by  I.  S.Johnson  &  Co. 

Entered  at  the  Post-Office 
at  Boston,  Afass.,  as  second-class  matter. 


EDITORIAL. 

Why  Isn't  It  Recognized  ? 

In  his  report  for  1889,  Secretary  Rusk  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  said  :  —  The  time 
has  come  wheu  the  importance  of  the  poultry 
interest  should  be  recognized  by  this  depart- 
ment. The  poultry  products  of  the  United 
.States  had  a  farm  value  of  at  least  $200,000,- 
000  last  year,  and  no  less  than  16,000,000 
dozen  eggs  were  imported  at  a  cost  of  over 
fifteen  cents  per  dozen,  or  nearly  ?2,500,000, 
while  the  average  annual  value  of  such  impor- 
tation during  the  past  four  years  has  been 
12,216,326.  Such  facts  emphasize  the  necessity 
or  encouraging  the  increase  of  domestic  fowls 
of  all  kinds,  and  they  further  indicate  beyond 
question  that  this  industry  is  important  enough 
to  demand  the  special  consideration  of  this 
department. 

"  The  economics  of  rearing  and  feeding,  the 
peculiar  adaptation  of  the  breeds  to  specific 
uses,  merit  more  official  attention  than  has 
heretofore  been  given  to  these  subjects.'' 

This  was  true  iu  1889 ;  how  much  more  true 
i.s  it  today,  when  the  'poultry  products  (of 
1895)  reach  an  estimated  total  af  $343,000,000, 
and  in,  spite  of  a  duty  of  three  cents  a  dozen, 
we  actually  imported  2,709,-lll  dozen  eggs. 
Why,  then,  does  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture at  AVashington,  (and  the  several  state 
agricultural  departments),  so  persistently 
ignore  this  great  industry?  It  equals  (in 
some  cases  exceeds)  in  money  value,  either 
the  wheat  crop,  the  corn  crop,  the  cotton 
crop,  the  dairy  products;  in  short,  poultry 
raising  is  today  one  of  the  really  great  indus- 
tries of  the  country,  and  sliould  be  recognized 
by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, by  the  departments  of  agriculture  of  the 
several  states,  and  by  the  state  and  national 
experiment  stations.  Incalculable  good  could 
be  done  by  careful  tests  of  the  feeding  value 
of  different  foods;  of  the  best  food  ration  to 
produce  a  given  result,  as  growth  in  chicks, 
egg  production,  etc.,  and  of  the  economic 
qualities  of  different  Ijreed.s  and  sub-breeds  of 
fowls.  We  are  lamentably  ignorant  upon 
most  of  the  questions  that  arise,  and  have  only 
"theory"  to  guide  us.  Careful,  scientific 
tests  of  these  (and  other)  questions  would 
increase  our  net  profits  per  capita,  reduce  cost 
of  production — in  short,  would  be  a  tremen- 
dous boom  to  the  poultry  industry. 
Why  Lsn'tit  done? 


Good  Advioe. 

In  using  our  new  Buyers^  Directory  ads. 
our  patrons  will  find  it  greatly  to  their  advant- 
age, where  they  desire  to  advertise  several 
breeds,  if  they  divide  the  advertisement,  and 
put  a  small  ad.  under  several  headings,  instead 
of  all  under  one. 

For  example,  suppose  you  have  three  breeds, 
and  you  use  ten  lines  to  advertise  same  in  one 
ad.,  the  cost  is  f2..50.  You  can  easily  make 
three  separate  ads.  of  three  lines  each,  and 
put  same  under  the  heading  of  the  three 
breeds  at  a  cost  of  $2.25 — a  saving  to  yourself 
of  ten  per  cent. 

You  will  see  at  a  glance  the  first  way  is  the 
better  for  us  pecuniarily.  Again,  one  ad.  is 
less  labor  for  us  to  look  after  than  three;  but 
the  point  is  we  want  the  advertising  to  pay 
you,  regardless  of  labor  and  value  to  us.  If  the 
ads.  pay  you  we  hope  to  retain  your  patron- 
age, and  in  the  long  run  make  up  the  loss  on 
first  insertions.  We  give  this  advice  because 
it  is  based  upon  our  own  experience  of  many 
years  as  advertisers. 

The  continuous  advertiser  is  the  one  who 
gets  the  most  profit  out  of  his  expenditure. 
Spasmodic  advertising  will  never  pay  any  one. 

Ingalls'  Siding  Has  Been  Found. 

In  answer  to  our  query  in  June  1st  F.-P., 
wo  are  informed  ))y  two  or  three  friends  that 
Ingalls'  Siding  is  a  siding  on  the  Bangor  and 
Aroostook  railroad  between  Brownville  and 
Norcross,  Me.  There  is  no  post  office  at 
Ingalls'  Siding,  and  agent  Flynt  of  the  M.  C. 
R.  R.  at  Read  field,  suggests  that  if  a  letter  is 
sent  to  care  of  the  agent  of  the  B.  &  A.  R.  R. 
at  Norcross,  or  West  Schools,  to  be  forwarded 
to  Ingalls'  Siding  by  a  train  hand,  it  will  duly 
reach  that  place.  We  have  placed  the  informa- 
tion at  Mr.  Rudd's  disposal,  and  he  will  make 
another  effort  to  get  Mr.  Smart's  check  to  him. 

A  Good  Time  to  Buy  Stock. 

Many  breeders  are  now  beginning  to  adver- 
tise their  breeding  stock  for  sale,  and  we  want 
to  suggest  the  advisability  of  taking  advantage 
of  the  opportunity,  especially  to  those  who 
prefer  old  hens  to  breed  from.  We  recently 
visited  a  farm  where  there  were  in  one  house 
over  one  hundred  White  Wyandotte  pullets 
all  running  together  (they  hadn't  even  been 
"culled,")  and  the  breeder  told  us  he  was 
keeping  them  simply  to  breed  from  a  year 
hence.  "  We  want  hens'  eggs,  and  if  we  keep 
theni  over  another  winter  they  will  give  us 
hens'  eggs  to  hatch  our  chickens  from.  By 
raising  our  own  stock  and  carrying  it  over  a 
second  winter  we  will  get  exactly  what  we 
want." 

The  stock  now  being  offered  by  breeders  has 
already  been  kept  over  the  first  winter,  and 
by  buying  it  now  and  carrying  it  over  we  get 
hens'  eggs  next  spring.  It  isn't  going  to  be  a 
load  to  carry.  Well  cared  for,  these  fowls 
will  lay  enough  to  pay  for  their  keep — will 
"  pay  their  way,"  and  come  to  the  next  breed- 
ing season  at  no  expense  over  and  above  their 
first  cost. 

It  is  a  good  opportunity. 

Bat  More  Eggs. 

A  correspondent  complains  of  the  low  price 
of  eggs,  and  says,  "  The  last  case  I  shipped  to 
market  netted  me  but  twelve  and  one-half 
cents  a  dozen  —  not  much  profit  there."  We 
would  suggest  to  our  friend  that  more  of  his 
eggs  be  eaten  at  home.  The  account  on  page 
246,  of  the  farmer  who  sold  fowls  at  twelve 
cents  a  pound  and  took  pay  in  sirloin  steak  at 
twenty-five  cents  a  pound ,  is  a  case  in  point. 
We  do  far  too  much  selling  of  eggs  and  fowls 
and  buying  supplies  for  our  own  tables,  and 
we  would  be  much  better  off  to  eat  more  of 
our  poultry  products,  especially  eggs.  Eggs 
are  both  healthy  and  nutritious;  they  rank 
among  the  very  best  of  our  foods,  and  we  will 
be  better  oft",  both  in  health  and  pocket,  if  we 
eat  more  of  them  at  home. 

The  Yearbook  of  the  Department  of 
Agkiculture,  for  1805,  is  received  since  our 
query  as  to  why  the  department  took  no 
interest  in  poultry  was  written.  There  is 
little  in  it  that  is  of  value  to  the  poultry  man. 
Space  is  given  to  questions  of  seeds,  soils, 
irrigation,  greenhouses,  tree  planting,  insects, 
birds,  butter,  cheese,  etc. ;  but  the  great 
poultry  industry,  with  an  annual  product  of 
$343,000,000,  is  ignored ! 


Fancy  versus  Practical. 
In  the  article,  "The  Age  of  Breeding  Stock," 
on  page  247  of  this  number,  we  touch  upon  a 
question  of  most  vital  interest  to  readers  of 
Farm-Poultry,  namely,  the  unpractical 
quality  of  much  of  the  fancy  stock,  through 
persistent  inbreeding  to  intensify  fancy  points ; 
and,  also,  through  hatching  late  iu  the  season 
in  order  that  budding  maturity  may  come  in 
mid-winter,  during  the  height  of  the  show 
season. 

We  firmly  believe  that  not  a  little  of  the 
disappointment  in  the  laying  qualities,  or  the 
vigor,  of  stock  bought  by  amateur  poultrymen 
to  start  a  poultry  farm  with,  is  due  to  the 
inherited  weakness  of  this  fancy  bred  stock. 
A  case  in  point  is  that  of  a  young  man  who 
wrote  us  from  Ohio  a  week  or  two  ago,  asking 
for  prices  on  stock  "  of  the  very  highest 
quality;  must  be  HIGH  SCORERS,"  (high 
scorers  heavily  underscored),  and  adjiling,  in 
a  postscript,  "  I  am  just  about  starting  in  the 
poultry  business,  and  intend  to  start  with 
thirty  varieties." 

We  will  omit  comments  upon  the  folly  of 
any  one  "  starting  with  thirty  varieties,"  it 
being  a  well  accepted  maxim  among  poultry- 
men  that  one  will  have  much  better  chances 
of  success  if  he  sttirts  with  one  variety,  and 
masters  that  before  going  on  to  other  worlds 
to  conquer ;  there  is  a  good  text  for  a  sermon 
in  that  "  thirty  varieties."  Oiir  thought  at 
this  time  is  the  starting  with  "  high  scorers," 
with  fancy  show  stock  which  has  been  per- 
sistently weakened  by  inbreeding  and  late 
hatching.  What  will  he  do  with  it?  If  the 
object  of  his  "  start"  is  tc  breed  show  birds, 
if  he  intends  to  compete  for  all  the  premiums 
offered  in  the  premium  li-sts ;  or,  what  may  be 
quite  as  satisfactory,  of  selling  the  winners  to 
other  amateur  breeders  —  starting  with  high 
scorers  would  be  the  best  thing  to  do,  because 
he  would  start  several  laps  ahead  of  competi- 
tors who  bought  lower  scoring  stock.  If,  how- 
ever, one's  object  is  profit  from  poultry,  a 
liberal  egg  yield  when  eggs  bring  the  highest 
prices,  and  pullets  to  be  mature  before  cold 
weather  checks  the  growth,  of  what  use 
would  be  the  high  scorers?  Our  friend  would 
be  most  seriously  handicapped  by  his  "  high 
scorers,"  which  wouldn't  lay  until  away 
towards  spring,  while  he  was  fretting  his  soul 
over  accumulating  grain  bills  and  the  sight  of 
egg  prices  steadily  falling;  or,  perchance,  he 
is  worried  to  distraction  over  outbreaks  of 
disease  which  baffle  and  puzzle  him,  which 
the  persistent  inbreeding  of  his  high  scorers 
has  made  them  peculiarly  susceptible  to. 

It  would  be  untrue  to  say  that  all  exhibition 
stock  has  been  persistently  inbred,  and,  con- 
sequently, debilitated ;  or  to  say  that  all  "  high 
scorers  "  were  late  hatched  and  late  maturing, 
consequently  transmitted  tho.se  undesirable 
weaknes.ses  to  their  progeny ;  but  it  is  true  of 
a  great  deal  of  it,  of  far  too  much  of  it  foi-  the 
best  good  of  the  poultry  interest  as  a  whole, 
and  we  believe  that  those  weaknesses  are  a 
serious  menace  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
poultry  business. 

Every  year  sees  a  great  many  new  comers 
in  the  poultry  business,  and  as  the  bulk  of  the 
poultry  writers,  and,  almost  all  of  the  adver- 
tisers and  circular  publishers  are  of  the  show 
breeding  class,  these  new  comers  are  almost 
certain  to  be  attracted  into  the  purchase  of 
"  high  scorers."  Is  it  any  wonder  that  .so 
many  of  them  "  fall  by  the  way  "  after  a  year 
or  two  of  hopeless  struggle  with  this  unprofit- 
able stock?  Are  not  many,  very  many,  of  the 
"failures  in  the  poultry  business"  directly 
traceable  to  the  weaknesses  of  ftincy  bred 
stock?  We  believe  so,  and,  consequently, 
believe  we  are  doing  poultrymen  in  general  a 
favor  in  calling  their  attention  to  the  risks 
they  run  in  late  hatching  and  inbreeding. 
Poultry  raising  has  handicaps  in  abundance 
under  the  best  conditions;  the  blunders  of 
inexperience  are  a  most  grievous  handicap, 
and  are  quite  sufficient  for  the  beginner  to 
stiigger  under;  it  is  quite  unnecessary  that  the 
great  disadvantage  of  stock  weakened  by 
inbreeding,  or  fancy  breeding,  be  added 
thereto. 

The  point  is,  then,  that  the  beginner  should 
know  exactly  what  he  wants,  and  should  buy 
stock  adapted  to  his  wants.  If  he  wants  stock 
bred  for  early  maturity  and  egg  production 
he  should  seek  for  that,  and  should  not  buy 
"  high  scorers,"  which,  professedly,  have  been 
bred  for  quite  another  purpose.  If  his  aim  is 
to  produce  show  stock  to  breed  high  scorers, 
we  would  say,  "  by  all  means  start  with  the 
best  stock  money  can  buy." 


That  New  Heading. 

I  have  been  getting  Farm-P<  ultry  about 
three  years,  and  never  will  be  ivithout  it.  I 
never  could  find  fault  until  March  15th,  and 
that  is,  I  would  like  to  see  an  American 
breed  on  the  new  heading.  W.  H.  T. 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

[That  certainly  would  be  patriotic;  but  the 
Brahmas  being  the  largest  breed,  they  more 
aptly  represent  the  influence  of  Farm-Poul- 
try.—Ed]. 

The  Best  of  all  Reasons. 

The  innocent  editor  of  the  excellent  FouUry 
Herald  wants  to  know  the  following : 

"  White  Wyandottes  and  Pekin  ducks  have 
been  in  great  demand  all  over  the  west  thi,s 
season.  There  is  a  reason  for  it: — will  some= 
one  tell  the  Herald  why  ? " 

Well,  "  here  goes."  The  White  Wyandotte 
and  Pekin  duck  are  the  most  profitable  market 
poultry  we  are  acquainted  with.  They  grow 
rapidly,  and  the  crop  of  youngsters  can  be 
sold  in  the  markets  before  they  are  three 
months  old.  That  is  a  potent  enough  reason. 
Besides,  White  Wyandottes  and  Pekin  ducks 
are  rather  handsome  to  look  at. —  American 
Fancier. 

California,  Too. 

We  have  received  the  annual  report  of  the 
agricultural  experiment  stations  of  the 
University  of  California  for  the  year  1894-95. 
There  are  eight  of  these  stations,  in  different 
parts  of  the  state.  The  table  of  contents 
shows  the  work  to  be  analyses  of  soils,  waters, 
fertilizers,  foods,  etc.;  cultivation  of  sugar 
beets,  fruits,  timber  trees,  etc.,  and  much 
about  insects, —  but  poultry,  literally,  "isn't 
in  it." 

We  know  from  correspondents  on  the  coast 
that  carload  after  carload  of  eggs  and  poultry 
are  freighted  to  California  from  Kansas, 
Nebraska,  etc.,  and  the  supposedly  agricul- 
tural experiment  stations  take  no  interest  iu 
this  important  industry.  The  stations  are 
telling  the  farmers  how  to  raise  fruit,  etc.,  for 
sale,  and  the  farmers  exchange  the  fruit,  etc., 
for  money  to  buy  eggs  and  poultry  with. 

That  looks  ridiculous. 


A  Few  Compliments. 

Recommends  It. 

I  have  a  great  regard  for  your  practical 
paper,  Farm-Poultry,  and  have  recom- 
mended it  in  all  directions  to  correspondents, 
and  I  quote  from  it  in  my  reports  and  my 
addresses  to  farmers.         A.  G.  Gilbert, 

Manager  Poultry  Dep't,  Central  Experi- 
mental Farm,  Ottavv-a,  Canada. 

Gained  Valuable  Information. 

Since  I  became  a  regular  subscriber  to  Farm- 
Poultry,  I  have  gained  much  valuable 
information  from  its  columns;  and  I  have 
succeeded  in  making  my  poultry  pay  me  a 
good  profit,  though  1  keep  only  a  few. 

Lynn,  Mass.  W.  H.  A. 

Likes  It  Best. 

r  like  your  poultry  paper  better  than  any  I 
ever  read.  It  is  clean,  new,  and  it  is  practical 
in  all  of  its  make  up.  It  has  more  practical 
common  sense  in  its  reading  matter  than  you 
will  find  in  a  dozen  other  papers  of  its  size. 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  C.  H.  R. 

Trade  Better  Than  Last  Year. 

My  trade  this  year  has  been  much  better 
than  last  year,  and  we  are  receiving  good 
returns  from  our  advertisement  in  Farm- 
Poultry.  Courtland  H.  S.mith. 

Alexandria,  Va. 

Returned  Orders  for  11,000  Eggrs. 

Your  statement  in  the  May  15th  number  of 
Farm-Poultry,  that  there  is  always  a  boom 
in  poultry  after  a  financial  depression,  is  true, 
every  word  of  it,  so  far  as  our  experience 
proves. 

In  1895  we  thought  we  did  a  large  business 
in  fancy  poultry  for  breeding  and  eggs  for 
hatching,  liut  this  year  our  sales  have  been 
just  double  that  of  last  year.  Our  shipments 
have  been  to  twenty-five  states  besides  .several 
to  Canada.  Aside  from  the  orders  for  fancy 
poultry  that  we  could  not  fill,  we  have  been 
obliged  to  return  orders  for  eleven  thousand 
eggs,  being  unable  to  fill  these  from  lack  of  the 
eggs  or  stock.  We  have  advertised  in  a 
number  of  papers,  but  principally  Farm- 
Poultry,  from  which  we  got  mainly  our 
results.  N.  Porter  Brown. 

Westboro,  Mass. 


Karm-P<  n  :i/rRV 
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ANSWERS  TO  Correspondents. 


Questions  Brlefty  Ans-wertnl. 

.  Anrot  ibe  auujN^rs  of  Fakm-Poi  ltbv  rvferre.1 
;..  hrlow.  wlU  Ixr  sup|.<li«<l  »(  llw  rate  ot  Ave  ctuts 

-fM   

Brix^pinkss.  —  vf  -  H..  Massachusetts') : 
lle»vy  (eetlins  bus  a  tenJenoy  to  uiakiii:;  hens 
lirvKxIy. 

JVSK  PriXETSU— vJ.  r.  W..  Massachu- 
setts!: Pullets  halcbe-' m  June  will  hardly 
lay  before  FelTuary. 

LaNi-.#han  Ck»»ss.— iP.  E.  S..Xe\v  York): 
Black  Minon-as  are  the  best  to  cross  on  Black 
l.an^Qaus. 

Oats.— (W.  J.  G..  Virginia) :  It  would  be 
txrtier  to  sow  oats  than  clover  for  raising 
scratchin;;  material. 

Practical  Hovse.  —  iMrs.  G.  A..  Xew 
Yorii:  May  1,  ISOo,  issue,  for  practical 
l>oultry  bouse  pl;\ns. 

EIatixg  Ke-\thf.rs.— ( a.  Z..  Xew  Jei-sey ) : 
FowU  often  acquire  the  habit  of  picking  up 
feathers  and  eating  them. 

WlllTK  WYA.MHirrES.  —  ^E.  H.  S..  Penn- 
sylvania): For  small  roasters,  broilers,  and 
winter  egs  production,  the  White  Wyandottes 
are  excellent. 

Egg  Crate.— (H.  S.,  M.irylaml):  The 
Safety  Kiri:  Carrier  Co..  Harvard,  Mass., 
manufacture  an  excellent  and  attractive  egg 
crate.    Senil  to  them  for  circulars. 

Small  House.— (E.  FI.  S.,  Pennsylvania) : 
The  plans  in  May  1,  Islto,  issue,  can  be  used 
for  any  »izeil  house  desirable. 

(James.— (F.  P.  R.,  Mass.ichusetts) :  Games 
are  generally  considered  only  ordinary  layers. 
The  Black  Breasted  Red  Games  are  the  most 
popular. 

Cockerel  Age.— (A.  Z.,  Xew  Jersey) :  A 
cockerel  is  a  bird  under  one  year  of  age;  it 
becomes  a  cock  bird  after  that. 

Testing  Er^.s.— (Mrs.  A.  G.,  Indiana): 
A  complete  article  on  testing  eggs  is  given  In 
the  December  loth  issue  of  FaRM-PouLTKY. 

Stone  Wall.  —  (E.  T.  G.,  Xew  Hamp- 
shire) :  A  stone  wall  on  the  north  side  of  the 
|>ouItry  bouse  would  be  a  good  protection. 

Small  HuUSK.— (J.  P.  W.,  Massachusetts)  : 
A  plan  for  a  house  for  twenty-live  fowls  will 
lie  found  ill  July  15,  ls9d.  Issue. 

Langsiian  Chicks.— (W.  O.  M.,  Illinois) : 
L:ingsban  chicks,  when  hatched,  are  part 
black  and  part  canary  color.  They  vary  some- 
what in  their  chick  down. 

Old  Eggs.— (P.  E.  S.,  Xew  York) :  It  is 
doubtful  if  eggs  kept  two  months  would  give 
yiui  good  enough  results  to  pay  for  setting 
them. 

BrTTERMlLK.  —  (W.  E.  IT.,  Michigan): 
Buttermilk  is  excellent  for  laying  liens,  but 
should  iu>t  be  fed  chickens  before  they  are 
one  month  oM.  We  prefer  skimmed  milk  for 
chicks. 

Sultan  Fowls.— (J.  W.  A..  Alabama; : 
Sultans  are  not  bred  extensively.  T.  Farrar 
Rackbaro,  245  East  56  street,  Xew  York  city, 
dealer  in  fancy  stock,  no  doubt  could  secure 
them. 

Picking  Comb.— (F.  P.  R.,  JIassachusetL*) : 
The  best  remedy  lo  keep  the  bens  from  pick- 
ing the  rooster's  comb,  is  to  anoint  daily  with 
vaseline  or  tar,  until  they  have  tired  of  the 
habit. 

Three  Hundred  Dollars  Capital.— 
(J.  S.  M.,  Pennsylvania) :  The  book,  "  A  Liv- 
ing from  Poultry,"  will  show  you  how  best  to 
invest  your  three  hundred  dollars  in  starting 
a  poultry  plant.  We  will  send  the  book  for 
twenty-tive  cent*. 

Use  Good  Lumber.- (E.  T.  G.,  Xew 
Hampshire):  It  always  pays  lo  use  good 
matched  boanls  in  building  a  hen  house,  as 
then  there  is  no  chance  for  ilraughts  of  air, 
and  the  house  will  be  warmer. 

Green  Boxe.—(W.  E.  H.,  Michigan)  :  In 
feeding  green  bone  to  chicks,  give  about  one 
ounce  to  four  birds — to  fowls,  one  ounce  per 
head — two  or  three  times  a  week.  Too  much 
green  bone  is  apt  to  produce  worms. 

Greek  Bone,  Again.— (H.  G.,  Michigan) : 
Green  bone  is  fresh  bone.  It  is  always  best 
to  feed  it  the  day  it  is  cut.  It  could  be  kept 
several  ilays  in  a  cold  place,  but  it  will  not  do 
to  feed  when  tainted. 


Using  Paper.— (E.  T.  G.,  Xew  IIara^>- 
shiiv) :  If  the  poultry  house  is  shingled  and 
clapboardcd,  it  would  not  bo  strictly  necessary 
to  use  Xcponset  paper.  Yet  the  addition  of 
heavy  lining  paper  would  make  it  all  the  more 
warm  during  winter. 

Fowls  in  Summer.— (W.  O.  M.,  Illinois) : 
When  only  a  dozen  fowls  are  kept,  in  summer, 
and  they  have  good  range,  they  will  require 
little  else  than  wheat  or  oats  at  night,  espe- 
cially if  they  get  table  scraps  by  way  ot 
variety. 


Black  Hot. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  b.ivc  a  very  Bne  Plymoutli  Kock 
ctH'kt^ri'l  tliai  is  HftW"ti*<l  very  siraii^rely.  1  tlutii>;l)t  at 
tlrst  he  h:iil  cholera,  but  now  hi*  seems  to  be  sliri\el- 
ing  ui»  Ills  comb,  and  it  is  very  lilaek,  and  liops  over. 
He  is  also  wealw,  and  does  uoi  eat  anytliin^.  What  do 
YOU  suppose  ts  tile  matter,  aud  wliat  sliatl  1  do  for 
lilm?  T.U.  K. 

Natchez,  Miss. 

This  is  black  rot,  btit  we  fear  the  bird  is  too 
far  gone  to  be  cured.  This  trouble  is  due  to 
dampness,  musty  houses,  or  a  sudden  chill. 
Dr.  Sanborn,  in  '•  Farm-Poultry  Doctor." 
gives  this  treatment:  "  Ucinove  the  biid  to  a 
coop  where  it  can  have  fiesh  air  and  sunshine 
in  abundance.  To  a  pint  dish  of  drinking 
water  add  a  h:ilf  teaspoonfiil  of  muriate  of 
ammonia.  Paint  the  comb  three  times  a  day 
with  a  lotion  of  one  ounce  water;  half  ounce 
glycerine;  two  grains  carbolic  acid.  Green 
food,  such  as  onions,  dandelion  leaves,  and 
cabbage,  should  be  within  reach  all  the  time." 

Complication  of  IncIlEestion  and  Uronchltlg. 

Mr.  Editor:  — Will  you  kindly  l;:foriii  lue  what 
treatment  tu  ^Ive  my  rooster?  ills  eoiub  and  wattles 
are  badly  dlscoloriHl,  and  lie  is  losing  nearly  all  his 
feathers  ua  head  and  neck.  I  And  in  his  breathinK  a 
wheeziuK.  rattling  sound;  and  he  also  keeps  shaking 
hlsliead.  G.  II.  M. 

('aiii)irldge,  Mass. 

The  main  trouble  seems  to  be  indigestion, 
and  for  this  give  a  family  liver  pill  (like  Par- 
sons' Purgative  Pills)  each  night  for  three 
nights  in  succession.  Also,  slightly  acidulate 
the  drinking  water  by  adding  ten  drops  each 
of  sulphuric  and  nitric  acid. 

For  the  bronchial  trouble  give  one  drop  of 
aconite  (tincture)  to  a  tea>pooiiful  of  water, 
three  times  a  day  for  about  a  week. 

Anoint  the  head  and  f;icc  daily  with  vase- 
line for  the  scurvy  or  iti  li,  wtiu  li  is  causing 
the  feathers  to  fall  out. 


VertiBo. 

Mr.  Editor;— Every  morning  when  I  go  to  the  hen 
house  I  lind  tour  or  livtr  hens  that  have  lost  the  use  ot 
their  limbs,  their  eyes  are  partly  closed  and  seem  to 
l>e  set.  Some  of  them  recover  In  a  day,  and  I  have 
others  tliat  have  lieen  so  for  most  two  weeks.  Their 
feet  are  sometimes  crani|>ed  out  o£  shape,  and  when 
lliey  wait  they  act  as  if  they  were  dizzy.  I  noticed, 
also,  that  their  muscles  iwitehed.  I  have  been  giving 
Carter's  liver  pill,  and  nux  vomica.  Will  you  please 
tell  me  the  trouble,  cause  and  remedy?  Tlicre  are 
several  around  here  who  arc  having  the  same  trouble 
with  their  bens.  I.  H.  H. 

Lyndon  Centre.  Vt. 

The  bird  Is  attacked  with  vertigo,  which  is 
caused  by  an  undue  flow  of  blood  to  the  head. 
It  is  one  oi  the  evil  eflects  of  overfeeding. 
Holding  the  head  under  a  stream  of  cold 
water  for  a  short  time,  gives  relief;  then  the 
afllicted  bird  should  be  placed  in  a  somewhat 
dark  room  by  itself,  and  fed  sparingly  on  soft 
food  for  a  few  days. 

Another  treatment  is  to  wash  the  head  in 
cold  water,  and  keep  a  wet  rag  on  the  head. 
Then  give  two  grains  calomel,  mixed  with 
five  grains  rhubarb,  and  if  lliis  does  not  oper- 
ate in  about  three  hours  give  a  dessert  spooti- 
ful  of  castor  oil.  The  bird  must  be  kept  warm 
and  quiet,  in  a  dark  coop,  and  fed  on  light 
food. 

In  case  these  fail,  we  would  advise  that  the 
bird  be  bled  from  the  large  vein  under  the 
wing;  cut  the  vein  lengthwise  with  a  lancet 
or  sharp  knife.  Also  give  an  aperient  or  a 
tablespoonful  of  castor  oil  to  a  large  fowl,  and 
a  teaspoonful  to  a  small  one. 

The  homeopathic  treatment  is  six  pellets  of 
belladonna,  or  nux  vomica,  or  aconite,  or 
Pulsatilla. 

Hatching  in  January. 

Mr.  Editor:— Is  It  good  policy  to  hatch  chicks  dur- 
ing-lannary?  In  what  temperature  should  chicks  be 
kept  until  nine  weeks  old?  E.  C. 

IJrooklyn.  N.  Y. 

It  all  depends  upon  what  purpose  you  have 
for  hatching  chicks  in  January,  to  know  if  it 
is  advisable  or  not.  If  your  aim  is  to  produce 
broilers,  then  it  is  an  excellent  idea,  as  it  will 


bring  the  product  to  mtirketable  weight  .it  a. 
time  when  the  prices  ate  good;  but  i(  you 
Intend  keeping  the  stock  over  for  breeding  or 
laylug  purposes,  then  you  are  making  a  mis- 
take, as  the  eggs  will  be  given  dining  the 
summer,  and  the  pullets  will  luoult  In  the  fall 
with  the  hens. 

We  believe  in  95  degrees  in  the  brooder  for 
a  starter  in  a  very  cold  climate,  and  90  degrees 
in  a  more  mild  one.  In  other  words,  for  Xew 
England  and  the  west  we  would  make  it  95 
degrees,  as  the  temperature  is  apt  to  get 
below  zero.  Rut  in  Xew  Jersey,  parts  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  south,  90  degrees  would 
be  about  right  to  start  with  young  chicks. 
Drop  about  three  degrees  the  second  week, 
:iiid  two  more  the  third  week.  Then  do  not 
let  it  get  below  So  degrees  until  about  two 
months  old,  when  80  degrees  would  be  more 
comfortable.  These  figures,  however,  cannot 
be  given  as  a  rule.  They  will  have  to  be  soiue- 
what  changed  to  suit  the  variations  in  climate, 
but  they  come  very  near  to  the  correct  amount 
of  heat  required. 

It  is  all  a  mistake  to  have  the  brooders  too 
warm,  as  the  chicks,  in  consequence,  easily 
c:itch  cold  when  exposed.  We  believe  in 
comfortable  brooders,  and  all  the  outside  run 
for  the  chicks  that  the  weather  will  i>ei-mil. 
Keep  them  indoors  for  about  ten  d:iys  after 
being  hatched,  as  the  warmth  is  of  more 
importance  to  them  then  than  food.  After 
that  age  they  want  as  much  outside  exercise 
as  they  can  get. 


T^arge  vs.  Small  Houses. 

Mr.  Editor:  — Is  It  best  lo  have  one  continuous 
poultry  house,  or  several  scattered  about  the  prem- 
ises? E.  C. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

One  continuous  house,— builL  on  the  plan  of 
a  complete  house  for  each  pen,  and  all  joined 
under  one  room — saves  much  hibor  in  attend- 
ing to  the  stock.  But  to  have  one  continuous 
house,  where  the  pens  are  divided  by  wire 
partitions,  and  where  the  entry  along  the 
entire  length  of  the  building  is  open,  without 
any  doors  to  break  the  current  of  air,  there 
will  be  more  or  less  draught,  and  much  trouble 
with  roup  and  kindreil  diseases.  The  cheap- 
est, and,  to  most  poultrymen's  way  of  think- 
ing, the  best  houses  are  on  the  double  plan, 
with  scratching  sheds.  That  is,  a  scratching 
shed  on  the  right  side  of  the  building,  and  one 
on  the  left  of  the  building,  with  two  pens,  for 
roosting,  in  the  centre.  Such  houses  can  be 
scattered  In  orchards,  and  are  very  conven- 
ient. 


How  Correspon<leiit8  Mal<e  Mistakes. 

Mr.  Editor:- Why  Is  It  that  my  Red  Cap  chicks  die 
when  they  arc  about  four  weeks  old  ?  They  are  very 
smart  when  hatched,  but  just  as  soon  as  they  are  three 
or  four  weeks  old  they  die.  I*.  I'.  P. 

Willlainstown,  . 

We  publish  this  letter  more  as  a  sample  of 
the  style  of  correspondence  that  is  continually 
reaching  us.  Xow,  in  the  first  place,  how 
can  we  tell  what  is  the  matter  with  the  chicks? 
There  are  many  causes  for  chicks  dying  at  all 
ages,  not  only  Red  Caps,  but  all  varieties. 
Therefore,  we  must  drop  that  matter. 

The  name  signed  to  the  letter  was  a  regular 
xignature,  a  sort  of  artistic  flourishing  that 
might  be  excusable  when  attached  to  a  bank 
check,  to  make  forgery  more  difficult.  But  in 
writing  the  name  to  a  letter,  it  must  always 
be  plain.  Again,  the  full  address  slioulil  be 
given.  All  we  know  about  the  authorship  ot 
this  letter  is  what  we  get  from  the  puzzling 
signature;  that  is,  we  have  initials  that  look 
like  P.  P.  P.;  and  we  also  know  that  the 
town,  in  which  the  correspondent  resides,  is 
"  Williainstown."  Unfortunately  there  is  a 
Williamstown  in  Indiana,  one  in  Iowa,  one  in 
K:insas,one  in  Kentucky,  one  in  Massachu- 
setts, one  in  Missouri,  one  in  Xew  .Jersey,  one 
in  Xew  York,  one  in  Ohio,  one  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, one  in  South  Carolina,  one  in  Vermont, 
and  one  in  West  Virginia.  How  are  we  to 
know  in  which  state  our  correspondent 
resides?  Had  he  given  his  address  in  full,  we 
would  have  written  him  for  an  explanation  of 
the  symptoms  of  the  disease  from  which  his 
chicks  die,  and  probably  we  might  have  helped 
him. 

We  receive  a  great  many  letters  in  which 
the  state  name  is  omitted,  and  if  we  give  no 
reply,  we  are  sure  to  get  a  saucy  letter  from 
the  correspondent  demanding  to  know  fhy 
we  h:ive  been  so  discourteous.  We  are  only 
too  glad  to  help  when  we  can,  and  we  always 


answer  the  letters  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Faum-Poultry  mails  are  heavy,  aud  hun- 
dicds  of  letters  come  with  inquiries.  It  is 
utlerly  impossilile  to  answer  these  by  f'return 
mail,"  as  they  invariably  request;  aud  In  case 
of  our  failure  to  do  so,  and  the  sick  chicken 
dies  before  our  reply  reaches  the  correspond- 
ent, we  are  at  once  charged  with  the  cause  of 
its  death.  We  answer  all  these  inquiries  in 
the  order  of  the  dates  given.  So  each  reader 
in  writing  us  must  bear  with  us,  and  they  can 
rest  assured  that  if  they  gave  the  proper 
address  they  will  be  attended  to  in  regular 
order. 

.Fust  the  other  day  we  had  several  of  our 
letters  returned,  with  the  post  office's  request 
for  name  of  street  ;ind  number  of  residence. 
We  could  not  give  it.  The  correspondent 
merely  wrote,  "  John  Jones,  Xew  York  City.'' 
We  believed  that  he  had  made  some  arrange- 
ments to  get  his  mail,  and  so  went  to  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  to  answer  his  inquiry.  Always 
give  the  address  in  full. 

.Vnothcr  tliing^we  want  to  call  attention  to, 
is  the  writing  of  long  letters.  Be  brief.  State 
your  case  as  fully  as  you  can,  in  as  few  words 
as  possible.  The  editors  are  busy.  They 
have  considerable  more  work  to  do  than 
answering  letters,  and  when  a  long  letter 
comes,  written  in  a  small  hand,  to  tell  that 
the  chickens  have  bowiM  complaint,  it  makes 
us  weary.  The  other  d;iy  hail  to  wade 
through  a  letter  of  eight  pages,  written  in  a 
small  handwriting,  to  find  out  that  the  chicks 
were  lousy. 

All  letters  will  be  answered  by  mail  when 
the  full  address  is  given  and  when  the  case  is 
intelligently  stated.  If  the  correspondent 
will  do  his  or  her  duty  to  make  the  task  light, 
better  satisfaction  and  more  prompt  attention 
will  be  given. 

Feeding  i'hicks  with  llie  Hen. 

Mr.  Editor:  — How  shall  I  feed  chicks  that  are  In 
the  care  of  the  ben?  .1.  P.  W. 

Revere,  Mass. 

AVhen  chicks  ;ire  with  a  hen,  a  good  feed  to 
Ucgin  with  is  rolled  oats  for  the  chicks,  and 
whole  wheat  for  the  hen.  Also,  give  ground 
oats,  bran  and  a  little  corn  meal,  made  into  a 
crumbly  mess  in  the  morning.  After  the 
young  are  a  week  or  so  old,  give  cracked 
wheat  instead  of  rolled  oats,  and  as  soon  as 
they  are  able  to  eat  whole  wheat  give  them 
that.  After  that  you  can  alternate  whole 
wheat  with  cracked  corn.  Green  cut  bone  is 
given  them  by  some  breeders  after  the  chicks 
;ire  two  weeks  old.  Others  prefer  giving 
;injmal  meal  or  some  prepared  meat  scraps. 
See  that  they  have  a  good  supply  of  green  food 
d;iily,  and  Inive  grit,  charcoal  and  fresn  water 
constantly  within  reach. 


Pekin  Ducklings. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  have  bad  what  they  called  pure  bred 
Pekin  duck  eggs  sliippeil  to  uie  from  one  of  your 
advertisers.  And  now  I  wish  to  ask  you  a  questiou: 
Do  pure-breil  Pekins  Ibrow^  black  feathers?  These 
had  black  spots  ou  them  when  hatched. 

Thomas,  Pa.  ,I.V.  M. 

Pure  Pekin  ducks  are  white.  The  ducklings 
are  a  yellow  to  yellowish  white;  no  other 
color.  .\ny  other  color  is  an  indication  of 
foreign  blood.  ' 

You  m;iy  have  got  the  eggs  innocently,  for 
ducks  or  fowls  "  cry  back "  even  for  seven 
generations.  A  cross  of  Rouen  and  Pekin 
ducks  may,  and  often  do  come  pure  while. 
Such  a  specimen  may  figure  in  the  ancestry, 
and  not  be  known  to  the  owner  of  the  ducks, 
nor  the  seller  of  the  eggs.  Crossing  of  fam- 
ilies will  often  develop  these  taints  in  one  or 
the  other,  even  reaching  back  five  or  more 
generations. 
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Evil  Results  of  Overfat. 

Mr.  Editor:— Having  kept  Sing:le  Comb  Brown  Leg- 
horns for  the  past  three  years,  I  wish  you  would 
Icindly  inform  me  what  is  the  cause  of  my  hens  dying 
in  tlie  manner  tliey  do  ? 

I  have  liad  a  number  of  them  die  with  being  egg- 
bound*.  I  killed  one  to-night,  and  upon  opening  her  1 
found  her  to  be  in  first-class  condition  except  the 
oviduct,  which  was  terribly  enlarged,  with  a  solid 
mass  of  yolks,  baked  together.  I  measured  it,  and 
found  it  to  be  4x6  inches,  and  of  an  irregular  shape. 

I  feed  ou  middlings  in  the  morning,  wheat  at  noon, 
and  corn  at  night.  The  liens  have  free  range,  plenty 
oX  grit  and  shelling  material,  and  yet  they  go  the 
same  way. 

Some  of  them  lay  a  very  large  egg,  .and  often  lay  a 
double-yolked  one.  Does  Slieridan's  Condition 
Powder  cause  the  hen  to  make  more  eggs  than  she 
can  shell  and  lay?  I  have  been  giving  it  to  my  flock 
every  other  morning  in  a  sort  of  mash,  F.  P. 

New  York  City. 

Too  much  care  cannot  be  given  to  keep 
laying  stock  in  the  proper  condition  ;  and  no 
food  should  be  given  when  it  is  seen  that  by 
its  use  the  fowls  are  becoming  overfat.  There 
is  no  grain  that  has  caused  more  trouble 
among  hens  than  corn,  and  this  too,  very 
often,  on  account  of  the  reckless  manner  in 
which  it  is  given. 

Note  the  diet  these  fowls  get:  Middlings  in 
the  morning,  wheat  at  noon,  corn  at  night. 
And  the  fowls  have  free  range.  Why  that 
noon  meal,  when  the  fowls  have  free  range  in 
which  they  can  gather  so  much  of  a  variety? 
Why  middlings  alone  in  the  morning?  Why 
not  two-thirds  bran  to  one-third  middlings,  or 
half  and  half  of  each?  And  wheat  at  night 
instead  of  corn? 

Our  correspondent  had  a  number  of  warn- 
ings that  his  hens  v?ere  entirely  too  fat.  First 
he  found  very  large  sized  eggs,  and  then  he 
found  double-yolked  ones.  The  hens  in  trying 
to  lay  these  large  eggs,  owing  to  the  oviduct 
being  weak  and  flabby  from  this  fat,  became 
egg-bound. 

From  egg-binding  it  was  but  a  step  to 
inflammation  of  the  oviduct  and  egg  organs. 
An  egg  drops  from  the  cluster  to  receive  its 
natural  coating  of  shell;  there  being  a  defi- 
ciency of  shell  matter,  the  egg  remains  longer 
in  the  oviduct,  in  obedience  to  nature;  another 
follows  that  one,  and  soon  another,  all  await- 
ing their  turn  to  be  coated.  The  presence  of 
so  many  eggs  without  shells  crowding  one 
another  for  several  days  is  very  apt  to  cause 
fever  or  inflammation  of  the  oviduct,  which, 
of  course,  obstructs  the  passage.  If  the  hen 
cannot  expel  those  eggs,  and  no  immediate 
relief  is  given,  the  heat  of  the  oviduct  literally 
bakes  the  contents  of  the  eggs,  and  a  tumor 
forms  and  encloses  the  eggs  in  a  tough  sac, 
which  shows  itself  in  the  "  bagging  down  "  so 
common  among  old  hens. 

Joseph  Wallace,  in  Poultry  Monthly,  says  : 

"  A  fatty  condition  of  internal  parts  also 
obstructs  the  passage  of  eggs.  This  is  known 
by  the  presence  of  blood  on  the  eggs  of  adult 
hens.  In  cold,  ungenial  weather,  and  more 
particularly  in  the  advent  of  the  lirst  nest  of 
eggs,  hens  are  liable  to  suffer  from  egg- 
binding.  If  a  hen  is  dull  and  listless,  and  her 
feathers  are  raised  and  rough,  and  she  fre- 
quents the  nest  often,  or  rests  on  the  nestlmx, 
it  is  a  sure  sign  of  the  disorder. 

"  Bagging  down  behind  is  usually  cau.sed  by 
the  retention  of  eggs  in  the  oviduct,  followed 
by  inflammation  and  tumor;  also  when  hens 
get  too  fat,  often  eggs  get  broken  in  the  pas- 
sage, and  cause  the  same  disorder.  These 
tumors  grow  to  enormous  size  sometimes,  and 
weigh  down  the  hen." 


Gapes  in  Cliicks. 

Mr.  EOHor:— Why  is  it  that  my  young  chicks  when 
about  four  weeks  old,  die  with  gapes?  A.  G. 

Elberfeld,  Ind. 

It  is  a  generally  accepted  theory  that  gapes 
are  caused  by  damp  and  filthy  houses,  wet, 
clay  soil,  or  a  parasite  of  the  earth  worm. 
The  disease  is  more  common  between  the  ages 
of  six  and  eight  weeks,  and  seldom  after  the 
chicks  are  four  months  old.  A  simple  remedy 
is  a  small  piece  of  camphor  about  the  size  of  a 
grain  of  wheat,  given  daily,  and  a  few  dropB 
of  camphor  or  turpentine  (about  ten  drops) 
to  a  pint  of  drinking  water. 


fowls.  I  like  the  Golden  Wyaudottes,  but  do  not 
know  if  it  would  pay  me  to  keep  them,  as  I  know 
nothing  of  the  rules  of  breeding. 

"Which  is  the  best  way  to  start— with  eggs  or  stock? 
Do  you  think  il  I  hatch  chicks  in  June  and  July  tliey 
would  lay  the  latter  part  of  winter  ? 

Please  tell  me  if  Pit  Games  would  be  desirable  to 
start  with.  I  know  nothing  about  them,  but  am  some- 
what interested  in  them.  Would  they  do  well  on 
such  a  lot?  Mrs.  S.  J.  B. 

Youngstown.  Ohio. 

Either  the  Houdans  or  the  Golden  Wyan- 
dottes  would  be  satisfactory  on  a  city  lot. 
Personally,  we  should  prefer  the  Houdans,  as 
they  ai'e  more  quiet  and  more  easily  confined. 
They  lay  a  large  sized  white  egg,  and  are  first 
class  table  fowls.  The  only  extra  protection 
that  they  would  need,  and  which  would  not 
be  so  strictly  necessary  with  the  Golden 
Wyandottes,  is  shelter  from  the  rain.  It  will 
not  do  to  have  them  caught  in  a  heavy  rain- 
storm, for  the  reason  that  if  their  crests 
became  water  soaked  roup  would  be  the  result. 

The  Golden  Wyandottes  would  require 
more  of  a  study  to  mate,  but  they  are  good 
hardy  fowls, good  layers,  and  good  table  birds. 

It  is  always  best  to  start  any  variety  with  a 
breeding  pen  of  the  same.  This  will  give 
quicker  and  better  results  than  by  buying 
eggs.  Pullets  hatched  in  June  or  July  would 
hardly  begin  laying  before  February. 

We  should  not  advise  you  to  keep  Pit 
Games,  especially  on  a  city  lot. 


a  trace  of  Leghorn  in  the  chicken  hatched 
from  them. 

"  These  experiments,  which  I  tried  on  a 
large  scale,  not  only  proved  the  points  named 
above,  but  convinced  me  that  if  impure  mat- 
ing did  render  the  hens  impure,  the  tincture 
was  so  slight  that  it  was  of  no  practical 
importance.  For  my  own  part,  I  much  ques- 
tion the  theory.  I  would  pay  just  as  much 
for  a  pure  hen  that  had  mated  time  and  time 
again  with  the  most  ordinary  mongrel,  but  I 
should  not  buy  eggs  laid  under  three  or  four 
weeks  from  the  time  she  was  taken  from  other 
cocks  and  placed  with  those  of  her  own  kind." 


A  Breed  Wanted. 

Mr.  Editor:— I  shouUl  like  your  advice  in  regard  to 
choice  o£  fowls.  We  have  a  city  lot,  100x175  feet,  and, 
with  tlie  exception  of  the  front  lawn,  the  clnckenscan 
have  the  rest  fenced  in.  As  it  is  not  very  clean  there, 
1  cannot  have  white  fowls.  They  are  my  preference. 
Tel'  me  which  I  had  better  buy,  Houdans  or  Golden 
Wyandottes  for  eggs  and  meat. 

I  shall  begin  in  a  small  way,  and  if  I  can  make  it 
pay  and  enjoy  it  will  have  a  small  farm  and  keep  more 


About  Fertilization  of  Eggs. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  some  Single  Comb  Wliite  Leg- 
horn hens  that  have  been  running  with  a  ilock  liaving 
Brahma  and  Plymouth  Rock  cocks.  I  wisli  to  breed 
them  with  a  Single  Comb  White  Leghorn  cock.  How 
long  must  I  have  them  separated  from  the  flock  before 
the  eggs  will  hatch  true  to  the  variety  ?        H.  T.  B. 

Mt.  Airy,  Pa. 

Mr.  Felch,  and  a  number  of  authorities, 
claim  that  in  about  ten  days  the  eggs  should 
be  true  to  the  second  mating. 

Here  are  a  few  physiological  facts  about 
eggs,  which  we  find  in  a  clipping,  and  which 
bear  on  this  same  subject.  We  regret  that  we 
do  not  know  the  name  of  the  author,  so  that 
we  could  give  ))ira  credit: 

"  The  male  element — (sperm  cells  or  sperm- 
atozoa—  which  is  necessary  to  render  the 
eggs  fertile),  consists  of  very  minute  threads, 
one  end  of  which  is  slightly  enlarged,  and 
which  are  exceedingly  active.  So  small  are 
these,  that  a  single  drop  of  the  sperm  liquid 
contains  millions  of  them.  In  showing  these 
to  my  class  I  take  from  the  copulative  pouch 
at  the  vent  or  cloaca  of  a  rooster  just  as  little 
of  the  liquid  as  I  can  get  to  adhere  to  the  head 
of  a  pin,  place  this  on  a  glass  slide,  and  cover 
with  a  thin  glass,  when  there  is  revealed 
countless  thousands  of  these  little  active  sperm 
cells. 

"  When  a  rooster  mates  with  a  hen,  several 
drops  of  the  sperm  liquid  pass  into  the  copu- 
lative pouch  or  end  of  the  oviduct  of  the  hen. 
Hence  billions  of  sperm  cells  are  received  into 
the  reproductive  organs  of  the  hen  —  enough 
were  all  utilized,  to  impregnate  all  the  eggs 
the  hen  would  overlay.  These  active,  thread- 
like cells  move  along  the  oviduct  several 
inches  till  finally  they  swarm  upon  the  ovaries, 
there  to  await  the  passage  of  an  egg  from  the 
sac  or  follicle.  Each  egg  has  an  opening  — 
the  micropyle  —  into  which  one,  at  least, 
probably  more,  of  the  sperm  cells  must  enter 
or  the  egg  will  not  hatch.  As  firm  membranes 
are  developed  about  the  egg  as  soon  as  it 
passes  into  the  oviduct,  it  is  almost  certain 
that  impregnation  must  take  place  at  the 
ovaries.  This  is  probably  true  of  all  of  the 
higher  animals.  We  see  then  that  once  mat- 
ing would  suffice  if  all  the  sperm  cells  passed 
to  the  ovaries  and  remained  there  permanently. 

"This,  however,  is  not  true.  Many  cells 
probably  never  pass  to  the  ovaries,  and  I  feel 
quite  certain  that  of  those  that  do  reacli  the 
ovaries  none  remain  there  longer  than  three 
weeks,  or  if  they  do  they  lose  their  vitality  in 
that  time. 

"  Thus  I  find  that  eggs  from  hens  that  have 
been  removed  from  the  cock  thi-ee  weeks  are 
invariably  sterile.  At  least  the  many  I  have 
tried  proved  so;  while  those  taken  in  one 
week  were  nearly  all  fertile.  Those  taken  in 
two  weeks  were  many  of  them  fertile. 
Again,  Light  Brahma  hens  that  had  run  freely 
with  Brown  Leghorn  cocks  all  winter,  were 
removed  and  put  with  pure  Brahma  cocks. 
Eggs  taken  in  one  week  showed  much  Leg- 
horn blood  in  the  chickens.  Eggs  taken  in 
two  weeks  showed  slight  traces  of  Leghorn 
blood;  eggs  taken  in  three  weeks  showed  not 


Geese,  Incubators,  etc. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  !  have  taken  your  paper  more  than  a 
year,  and  like  it  very  much.  1  especially  like  your 
stopping  the  paper  at  end  of  subscription.  Will  you 
please  answer  the  following  questions? 

1st.  What  is  the  best  time  to  hatch  Toulouse  geese 
intended  for  breeding? 

2d.  How  old  will  it  pay  to  keep  them  if  tlieir  eggs 
are  wanted  for  hatching  ? 

3d.  Will  a  house  made  of  five-eighths  inch  box 
boards,  double,  with  black  Neponset  paper  between, 
and  shingled,  and  then  plastered  inside,  be  warm 
enough  to  run  a  Plymouth  incubator  in? 

4th.  Is  the  Peep  Day  brooder  an  outdoor  or  an 
indoor  brooder? 

5th.  Which  do  you  tliink  the  best  for  chickens  up 
to  one  week  old,  oat  meal  or  F.  P.  C.  Chick-Manna? 

Halifax,  :^ass.  E.  T.  W. 

1st.  In  the  spring.  Geese  lay  some  twenty, 
thirty  or  forty  eggs  apiece,  usually  in  April 
and  May;  and  when  the  eggs  are  laid  is  the 
time  to  hatch  goslings. 

2d.  If  they  are  good  breeders  they  can  be 
kept  for  years  and  years;  in  fact,  they  are 
said  to  improve  with  age,  like  good  wine,  and 
have  been  kept  to  fifty  (or  even  more)  years 
old. 

3d.  Such  a  building  would  be  air-tight,  as 
to  walls;  but  whether  it  would  be  a  suitable 
place  for  an  incubator,  would  depend  upon 
the  evenness  of  the  temperature  in  the  house. 
As  a  rule,  a  cellar  or  underground  apartment 
is  the  best  for  an  incubator,  because  there  is 
very  little  variation  of  temperature. 

ith.  It  is  both  an  indoor  and  outdoor 
brooder.  We  use  them  indoors  till  about 
April  1st,  then  put  them  out  in  the  fields. 

5th.  Both  are  good,  and  chicks  will  do  well 
on  either.  We  feed  chicks  as  described  in 
"  How  We  Hatch  and  Raise  Chickens,"  March 
1st,  "95,  F.-P. 


ENCOURAGEMENT 

icon  gsTvr  A  -r.T.  ■ 

ADVERTISERS. 

Very  many  Farm-Poultry  readers  have 
just  as  good  stock  as  the  majority  exhibited  at 
the  large  shows  last  winter.  They  can  just  as 
well  sell  breeding  pens  or  young  stock  at  a 
good  price,  as  other  breeders. 

To  encourage  such  we  will  insert  in  Farm- 
Poultry  classified  ads  in  the  Buyers'  Direc- 
tory for  25c.  per  line.  The  regular  price  for 
such  space  is  30  cents  per  line. 

You  can  get  about  seven  ordinary  words 
into  a  line. 

Make  a  beginning  now.  Many  of  our  large 
advertisers  commenced  small,  but  do  not  now 
hesitate  to  use  one,  two  or  more  inches  every 
issue.  Get  our  readers  familiar  with  vour 
name  and  stock  by  advertising  the  same, 
and  thus  add  to  the  profits  of  your  poultry 
business. 

Send  copy  and  cash  with  order  to 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 
22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Breeders  and  Marketmek. 


OUR  RKQUESTS:—  We  make  two  requests  of  our 
Subscrihers.  One  is  when  writing  mir  Advertis- 
ing pa/;-o?i.!  always  mention  FARM-POULTRY. 
Another  is  e/yo7i  asi-  them  questions,  always  inclose 
a,  stamp.  If  you  observe  both  of  these  requests  it  will 
benefit  you  amazingly.  Jt  shows  that  you  mean  business. 
Kemember,  ''Molasses  will  catch  more  flies  than 
vinegar,''  and  those  who  observe  it  are  served  first. 

A  BAD  WICK  is  worse  than  none.  Use  only  the 
Sunlight  Carbon.  10  cents  for  sample.  S.  G. 
Robmson,  printer  F.-P.,  29 1'urchase  St.,  Boston. 

^  ^'SSs  now  from  Golden  and  Buff 

Wyand's,  $1  per  sitting;  White  Wonders,  $L60.  E. 
H.  Watson,  Caro,  Mich.,  writes  "the  ButT  Wyaod't 
cockerel  is  better  than  I  expected."  Stock  for  sale 
at  a  discount  after  June  1st.  F.  S.  Tenney,  Box  6, 
Peterboro,  N.  H. 

A  BARGAIN  for  remainder  of  season.  S.  C.  White 
Leghorns,  M  vckoff  strain,  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorns, 
B.  P._  RocKs.  S.  S.  Haniburgs,  B.  .Minorcas.  1.3  eggs 
forjjic.  Maple  Grove  Poultry  Yards.  F.  S.  Webb, 
Wellsboro,  Pa. 


A  CHANCE  FOR  SOMEONE  either  to  buy  a 
good  poultry  business,  or  to  put  some  money  in 
and  run  it  on  shares.  Owner  going  to  city.  Good 
city  trade  established.  C.  M..  T.,  East  Patch- 
ogue,  Sufif.  Co.,  N.  Y. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Meadville,  Pa.,  Silver  Wyandottes, 
Light  Brahmas,  Barred  P.  Rocks,  White  Cochins; 
S.  C.  W  hite  Leghorns,  R.  C.  Brown  Leghorns, 
Silver  Spangled  Hamburgs,  Pekin  Ducks.  All 
eggs  SI  per  H;  S2.50  per  40.  Bronze  Turkey  eggs 
$1  per  9.  Send  for  circular.  Ortler  direct  from 
this,  and  eggs  will  be  sent  promptly. 

A.  P.  ALLEN,  Meadville,  Pa.,  Lt.  Brahmas,  Silver 
Wyandottes,  \Vh.  Cochins,  S.  S.  Haniburgs,  Bronze 
Turkeys.  Will  spare  few  more  S.  C.  W.Legh's  and 
R.  C.  13.  Legh's  in  pens  of  4  hens,  1  c'k'l,  $6.50  pen. 
B.  P.  Kocks  S7.50  pen,  and  Pek.  Ducks. 

AT  NEW  YORK  3  times  winners.  'For  sale  now 
finer*  breeders  and  show  birds  of  Bar.  and  Wh. 
Kocks,  R.  and  S.  C.  B.  Leg.,  Bl.  Langshans.  Light 
Brahmas  and  P.  Ducks.  Early  show  birds.  Eggs 
SI.    W.  W.  Kulp,  Pottstown,  Pa. 

A  WHITE  WYANDOTTE  or  Lt.  Brahma  sitting 
7.3c.;  S2  per  50.  Breeders  for  sale.  D.  R.  Lam- 
bert, Wilton,  Conn. 

BANTS.  B'f  Pekin  and  Bl'k  T.  Japs.  A.  E.  Benn, 
Amsterdam,  N.  Y. 

BARRED  and  W.  P.  Rocks  exclusively.  Eggs  for 
hatching,  per  sitting  of  15,  $1.50,froni  well  marked, 
largt',  vigorous  and  healtliy  birds;  S5  per  inU;  £:5 
per  50.   H.J.  Curtis,  Red  Hcok-on-Hudson,  N.  Y. 

BAR.  PLY'TH  Rock  eggs,  Morgan's  northern  busi- 
ness strain.  Reduced  to  SI  sit.  Hardy  healthy  stock. 
White  Mountain  Poultry  Yards,  Haverhill,  N.  H. 

BLACK  LANGSHANS.  Fine  April  cock'ls  for  sale. 
Eggs  $2  per  16.  Pure  Black  Leghorn  eggs  $1  per 
15.  Mrs.  F.  A.  Coates,  Mystic,  Ct. 

BLACK  Langshans  exclusively.  Eggs  from  3  fine 

Sens,  20  birds  in  these  pens  scored  from  90  to  94^. 
.A.Knapp,  judge.  Send  for  mating  and  score  card. 
Eggs,  $1,13.    Ed.  McLaughlin,  Tyngsboro,  Mass. 

BLACK  MINORCAS,  Northup  strain.  Eggs  $lper 
15.  Rose  Comb  Black  Minorcas.  Eggs  $1.50  per  15. 
Geo.  A.  Hurlbert,  Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

BREEDING  STOCK  for  sale  in  B.  P.  R.  and  Bl'k 
Lang.  Prices  right.  C.  1.  Drowne,  Sandown,  N.H. 

BUFF,  Laced  and  W.  Wvan.;  Bufl'.Br.and  W.Leg.; 
Buff,  Br.  and  W.  1-".  Bocks;  Jlinorcas,  C.  I.  Games. 
Eggs  SI  per  13.  Buff  and  W.I.  Games,  $2  per  13. 
Lewis  C.  Beatty,  Washington,  N.J. 

BUFF  LEGHORNS  of  best  quality.  Eggs  after 
June  loth,  SI  per  20;  S3  per  60.  1  guarantee  them 
to  be  over  76  per  cent  fertile.  Geo.  A.  Hurlbert, 
Cuyler,  N.  Y. 

BUFF  P.  ROCKS,  Light  and  Dark  Brahmas,  White 
Wvandottes,  Won  first  on  Wyandotte  cockerel  at 
Manchester,  "96,  score  93^.  Eggs  S2  per  13;  So  per  40; 
circular.  Wm.  Hunter,  Peterboro,  N.H. 

COCHINS,  Part'dge,  B'lT,  Bl'k  and  Wh't.  Eggs  S1.25 
per  15.  Cir.  free.  W.  H.  Sheldon,  Pawtuxet,  R.  I. 

C.  S.  CULLUM,  Meadville,  Pa.,  has  fowls  and  eggs 
to  spare.  S.  C.  White  Leghorns,  R.  C'.  B.  Leghorns, 
B.  P.  Rocks  and  B.  Turkej  s.  Send  for  cir. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING  froni2-yr-old  thorough- 
bred Barred  Plymouth  Rock  hens,  selected  stock; 
high  grade  eggs  at  hjw  prices,  S1.50  per  sitting; 
incubator  eggs,  S5  per  lOU.  Johu  C.  Williams,  308 
Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

EGGS  from  prize  winning  S.  C.  W.  Leghorns,  SI  per 
13.  A.  E.  Davis,  Box  074,  Reading,  Mass. 

FOR  SALE  CHEAP.  Buff  and  Brown  Legliorn 
pullets,  three  months  old, fi-oni  50c.  to  75c.  each. 
Also  Golden  M'vaudottes.  Send  stamp  for  circular. 

D.  L.  Prisch,  M'iddleport,  N.  Y. 

FREE  with  every  lentil  order,  J  silting  of  eggs;  14 
\  arieties  of  A  No.  1  stock.  Send  for  catalogue. 
L.  G.  Andrus,  Elyria,  O. 

LEGHORNS,  Single  C.Wh.,  Br.  and  Buff;  Rose  C. 
Wh.  and  Br.;  Bl'k  Langshans,  Gold.  I'olisli,  Wli. 
and  B.  Plv.  Rocks,  Wh.  and  Buff'  Cochins,  farm 
raised  stocli.  Eggs  S2  per  13;  S3  per  26.  Stock  for 
sale.  L'Homiiiedieu  &  Fowler,  East  Norwalk,  Ct. 

LIGHT  BRAHMAS  only.  Farm  bred.  Eggs  SI 
lor  13.  H.T.  Smith,  Bucknianville,  Pa. 

McCALLUM'S  BAKRED  Plymouth  Rocks  are 
scientifically  mated  and  bred  for  the  production  of 
brown  eggs,  lo  large  brtiwn  eggs  for  $3.  A.  W. 
McCallum,  Sibley,  Ibwa. 

PEABODY  POULTRY  YARDS.  LiglitBrahnias 
and  Buff  Cochin  Bantams.  Fine  specimens  always 
for  sale.  Eggs  $3  per  13;  $6  per  40:  117  prizes  won 
in  1895  at  Amesbury,  Maiden, Stoneham,  Manches- 
ter and  Boston.  C.L.  Beckett,  Peabody,  Mass. 

PEKIN  DUCK  eggs  for  incubators  at  $4  per  100. 
Not  less  than  50  at  same  rate.  A.  P.  Allen,  Mea<l- 
ville.  Pa. 

ROSE  C.  B.  LEGHORNS,  specialty  10  years. 
Circular  free.  J.  L.  Randolpli,  liartleti,  Ohio. 

S.  C.  BROWN  LEGHORNS  ;  eggs  from  stock 
winning  more  prizes  in  last  three  years  than  am- 
other  in  New  Hampshire,  SI  per  13;  85  per  100.  F 

E.  Colby,  Bow  Mills,  N.  H. 

R.  C.  B.  LEGHORNS  and  B.  P.  Rocks.  Eggs  $1 
per  13.   G.  E.  Corliss,  Gotfstown,  N.  H. 

S.  C.  WHITE  Leghorns,  10  hens  and  1  cock,  Wyckoft 
strain,  one  A  ear  old,  $10.  P^ggs  from  Kiiapp  Bros, 
strain,  $1  p'er  sitting.  T.  Griflith,  Tyler  Hill,  I'a. 

WHITE  and  Bl'k  Minorca  hens,  SI  each.  Eggs  SI 
per  15.  Purebred.  Sarah  Shaw,  Wintlirop,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  AND  BUFF  P.  Rocks  and  W.  Wy.and'l's. 
Good  Marcli  to  May  lialclied  pullets  or  cock'ls,  $1; 
1  yr.  liree<ling  hens,  $1;  0  forSS;  I  yr.  cocks,  $2. 
Eggs  75c.  per  sitting.  Slock  and  eggs  guaranteed 
pure.    Dr.  H.  J.  Ashley,  Machias,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  INDIAN  GAMES,  Sharp's  Majestic 
strain,  S5  pair.  Eggs.  S2..50  per  13;  prize  winners; 
also,  eggs  from  Buff  Rocks,  no  finer  birds,  $2  per 
13.   A.  M.  Burnett,  iMayville,  N.  Y. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES  and  Narragansett  Tur- 
keys.  W.  E.  Mack,  Woodstock,  VI. 

WHITE  Wvandottes  exclusivelv.  hrown  egg  strain. 
Eggs  SI  per  13.  Eggs  for  incubator  S4  per  1(10.  Stock 
in  season.  P.  D.  White,  North  Attleboro,  Mass. 

WHITE  W~YANDOTTES.  Yardsheaded  by  males 
direct  from  Knapn  Bros.  Eggs  rest  of  season, 
75c.,  13;  $1.25,26.  Ifiyearlinghens.  $1.2.'i,  each.  First 
$10  takes  the  lot.   C .  H.  Trask,  Middlebury,  Conn. 

WH.  WYANDOTTES,  Storm  King  and  Empire 
strains.  White  P.  Rocks,  Empire  strain.  Eggs 
reduced  toSlperlS.  Geo.  A. Hurlbert, Cuyler,N.Y. 

W.  WYANDOTTE  yearling  hens.  \Vill  sell  25  choice 
breeders  at  $1.50  ea.  J.  W.Andrews,  Dlghton,  Mass. 
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Wblt«  Jara*. 

Mr.  Editor :  —  I  wx>uM  like  to  know  s.onKthlii$  about 

w  ■       '  v-         \       -It.        '      strvmjclT  rv^-om- 
^M.  Ho  says  they 
>    >  ^.  aitUarc  layt-rs  of 

V    lo  b«!«r  your  oitlnion  of  tlirni.  If 
.  r-U  mi  Diy  frlriHj  uuikcs  out,  wliy  ar« 

iiK>rv  cxIeosiTrly  br«U  in  tlie  Vultnl  Suits? 

n.S.  B.  U.B. 
W  .lUf  rivmoulh  Rocks  are  far  suiH?rior  to 
White  Java^.  lu  fact,  although  Wbilf  J-ivas 
were  fori-etl  into  tlK- :«latidard  ten  years  a^o, 
ther*  b»s  l>e»?n  but  one  or  two  isolatej  fxbil>- 
it>  ut  tbeiu.  TUey  arc  simply  Java  $bai>eJ 
willow  lea;e.l  Wbite  Plyiuoutb  Kocks.  Tbose 
who  try  to  raise  them  from  Java  si)orts  claim 
the  chicks  revert  to  the  yellow  leg  of  the 
White  Birmingham,  which  was  the  tirst 
ancestor  of  the  riymoulh  Kock.  The  Black 
Javas  are  in  a  large  measure  the  reverts  to 
the  black  plumage  of  tlie  black  Asiatic  tirst 
crossed  with  the  Birmingham  male.  The 
While  Javas  are  not  iKipular,  and  not  even  a 
rival  of  the  White  rivmouth  Kock, 


Miikine  Ko#e  Coiiibml  Kr««cl8. 

Mr.  E«litor;  — I  line  sc"  n  in  KAUM-rui  LTRV  tliat 
lancK-rs  clian>:e  siDjjlo  coiiit*  fowls  iniu  r«ise  ct»iiiU^l. 
How  U  it  .lone?  How  do  you  ihink  Rose  Comb  White 
r^yniouth  i:.-<-ks  would  Ik  received?  R.S. 

NewiKiri,  11. 1, 

There  can  be  no  changing  of  single  comb 
fowls  to  rose  combs,  exi-ept  by  crossing  with 
those  breetls  that  have  rose  combs.  This  is 
not  tborou,::h  bn-e^ling.  In  the  case  named, 
what  w  ould  be  ,i;ained?  It  would  simply  be  a 
While  Plymouth  Kock,  or  a  smooth  legged 
While  Wonder,  as  these  Wyamlotte  crosses 
are  now  called.  Deterioration  in  rose  combs 
often  results  in  single  combs  reverting  to  the 
wild  fowls  that  have  little  or  no  combs  at  all. 
But  were  it  |>ossible  for  the  correspondent  to 
chauge  the  combs,  as  he  names  in  his  case,  he 
can  see  the  fruitlessness  of  the  effect,  as  he 
would  have  nothing  new,  for  our  AVhile 
Wyandottes  are  in  part  White  Plymouth 
Rocks — the  latter  having  been  used  in  the 
crosses  that  produced  the  White  Wyandottes. 


CaUfornia  for  Poultry. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  waii  much  lDterest<-<l  in  the  article 
by  Mr.  Felch  at»>ut  California  for  ih.ultry  raising. 
Can  you,  or  some  of  your  corrt'^ptintlt-nt.-,  tell  me  If 
rile  cost  of  startlDK  a  poultry  farm  would  be  auy  less 
there  than  In  the  eastern  stales,  and  the  amwunt 
necessary,  provided  one  had  the  land  to  start  with? 
Is  southern  California  as  frood  for  the  business  as  the 
nonlwm  se*'tlon?  IVsslbly  some  of  the  California 
readers  <tf  FARM-Prjl'LTRV  can  ^ve  some  points. 

Uintrham.  >Ia.-^s.  L.  S.  D. 

If  one  has  the  laud,  I  should  think  that  any- 
where between  Los  Angeles  and  Oakland 
would  be  desirable.  Xear  the  P.-»cific  coast 
one  would  need  nothing  but  cheap  poultry 
houses,  and  they  more  for  protection  from 
wind  and  rain  during  the  wet  season.  Shade 
and  shed,  w  ilh  green  food  in  the  summer,  are 
the  essentials. 

Yes,  one  can  build  cheaper,  and  produce 
the  egg  and  poultry  meat  cheaperiii  California 
than  in  the  eastern  stales.  The  peculiar 
influence  of  the  .Japan  current  makes  the 
lower  altitudes  of  the  state  very  desirable. 
The  mountain  regions  demand  more  substan- 
tial buildings,  and  warmer  ones;  and  at  pres- 
ent I  see  no  reason  why,  take  the  year 
through,  the  markets  are  not  as  good.  The 
egg  market  there  is  better  than  the  poultry 
market.  This  I  think  is  more  the  fault  of  the 
breeder,  as  all  cater  to  the  egg  trade  with  the 
small  breed  of  fowls. 

Let  the  breeders  cater  for  the  poultry  trade 
and  I  believe  it  can  be  made  to  pay  equal  with 
the  egg  trade  in  that  market. 

I.  K.  Kelch. 
White  I^eghorn  Champion. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  In  your  May  1st  issue  I  read 
your  answer  to  Mrs.  31.  .S.  T.'s  question, 
••  What  breed  do  you  consider  the  best  layers, 
regardless  of  size?"  You  give  the  Single 
Comb  Brown  Leghorns  tirst  place.  They  are 
good  layers,  but  here  is  what  three  Single 
Comb  While  Leghorn  pullets  did  in  three 
months  in  a  yard  10x20  feet,  housed  in  a 
coop  2i  X  .3  feet :  February  they  laid  69  egirs  ; 
March,  87;  April,  85;  total,  241  eggs.  Tlity 
are  still  laying.  C.  M.  B. 

Agnewville,  Va. 


Poultry  Supplies  in  Boston. 

A  >'e\v  Hampshire  subscriber  who  appar- 
ently doesn't  read  F.-P.,  writes  to  ask  us 
where  he  can  get  waste  bread.  We  get  ours 
of  Fred  G.  Orr  &  Co.,  5  and  6  Commercial 
Wharf,  off  Commercial  St.,  and  a  visit  we 


made  to  Mr.  Orr's  store  a  few  days  since 
showeti  him  shipping  goods  to  all  parts.  We 
bought  the  waste  bread  we  wanted,  then  be 
show  ed  us  a  tine  lot  of  crushed  oysler  shells 
which  he  had  just  got  in.  We  bought  half  a 
ton  of  thai,  and  then  escaped.  Mr.  Orr  keeps 
everything  in  the  poultry  and  chicken  food 
Hue,  Is  the  Boston  agent  for  B.  B.  and  B. ; 
and,  ill  fact,  anything  that  is  wanted  we  can 
get  there.  We  have  bought  goods  of  him 
(and  his  predecessors)  for  liflcen  years. 

Buff  Lejifliorn  Catalogue. 

From  Mr.  K.  P.  Shepherd,  secretary, 
(,  loton  Falls,  N.  Y.,  we  have  the  catalogue  of 
the  American  Bull"  Leghorn  Club  for  18i)(), 
which  the  title  page  announces  is  "Publisheil 
in  Ihe  Interest  of  the  Bull"  Leghorn  fowl  by 
the  members  of  the  club." 

Inleresliiig  articles  by  Dr.  Wiant,  Kow  e  and 
Broughton,  D.  Lincoln  Oir,  K.  (i.  Butlinton, 
and  others,  make  up  a  varied  and  attractive 
table  of  conteuls. 

The  secretary  will  send  a  copy  of  this  cata- 
logue to  anyone  desiring  it  enough  to  send  a 
request  for  it. 

Buyers'  Directory. 

ciAs.sif  /h'[>  A/n  /■:/:T/si-:.u/:yTs  only  u-m  u 

priiitfti  under  this  heaJinij:  no  atirerliscnu'tit  aJmUted 
containing  less  than  TWO  Hnrs;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  troni  or  naine  alfoired;  no  limit  to  len<jth  of 
ad.:  an  adrrrtiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
matter  under  as  many  headinijs  as  he  trishes;  all  space 
used  except  classijicd  headline,  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cent8  per  line  each  and  every 
insertion;  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  number  of  lines 
or  times  inserted;  copy  tcili  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
tibout  seren  ordinary  words  ttill  mate  a  line;  alljHirti 
of  lines  charged  as  one  full  line:  the  hcadtines  trill  be 
arranged  alphabetically^  as  in  a  "  business  directory." 

BANTAMS. 

4  LL  VAKIKTIKS  i m  .  pi  lianie.  Pleased  to 
A   .»how  iheiii.        W  .  W  .  I  l.  ii;.h.  Medway.  .Mass. 

BELGIAN  HARES. 

T'KrK  H»;i,(iH  -M  H.VKKS.  1st  I'ri  in.  winners. 
X    Very  l:ii>-t.  SMi.i|.   w  .W  .  kul|i,  I'Lllsldwii,  fa. 

BUTTTER  PAPER. 

YJSE  KLL1«)1">  I'ar.  loiieiil  lliiller  Taper  J  I  earn 
U    free.   St  M'l  ^"i-.  to  pa\  jM'^lajre. 
 A.  I..  Kl       .t  Cr...  Slrf-..  riilliiilel phla.  I'a. 

ECC  PRESERVATIVES. 

PKI^!S1::K\  1::  KtitiS  Willi  liieelliiKs  I'rescrvliiK 
Compound,   sample  box  will  preserve  ItlO  doz. 
>ent  by  mall,  $1.   >i-ud  for  circular. 

C.  C.  I'In.len.  At.-!..' l->  IVaii  si..  F.lUabetll.  N.J. 

 INCUBATORS.  

SEN  1>  tor  (  at.  ..f  lln-  laiM..ii  -  i  lU  ntauKV  Incubators 
anil  BroiMler-.    >.'  ■'.  >.  .siiini  i.  <  arillngtoli.  <). 


LEGHORNS. 


B 


L*FF  LKGHOHNsi.  lioo.l  tueclers  Tor  sale 
cheai>  for  <iiij.li[y,  J.  11.  Blood,  Wulpolc,  Mass. 


t^OR  SALK,  70  fe.  r.  Brown  Lejfliorn  liens  all  lav- 
M.  injrnow.  Fine  oonilis  and  IoIh-s;  true  l-»';trli(»ru 
>liap<*;  also  lo  h«*ns  and  curk  l{osc  <'ouil>  Brown  Lej:- 
hurn^:12  hfU6  one  rork  While  Lcgliorus;  and 

■Jt)  Buff  Ltghurn  hens.  Adfln-bn 

 Oakland  rniiHi  >  Kann.  Kuli^ey,  Ohio. 

MINORCAS. 

LACK  .Minorcai  fr..rii  niy  yards  last  season 
proved  prize  n  iiinei  5  w  herever  shown.  Will  do 
so  a^rairi.  .sitting's.  after  -Ililie  1.^. 

F.  H.  Wo<id.  llrydi  n.  N.  V..  iiiiporlerand  breeder. 

POULTRY  FARMS. 

OK  S.4LE.— A  N'o.l  poultrv  plant,  stocked  with 
the  Huest  poultry  in  America;  a  auml  location 
anil  a  ;;oud  paying  busin<'ss.   A  rare  chance  lo  make 
money.  Good  reasons  for  sellin;.'. 
 Fred  li.  Morey.  Lane's  >tills.  Fa. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

VEKV  KIM».    Lowi-,1  prii  es  for  best  qualitv. 
lllus.  Catal'.yui  ■Jc.  K.K.Hal.ks.  (  rilleuden.  X.  Y. 

WANTED. 

WW.  CLOUGH,  .Medway,  .Mass..  wants  bree.i- 
•  ers  of  Ply.  Rocks  and  Wvandottes  to  know 
that  his  books  on  these  breeds  are  completed,  and  can 
be  had  at  l->  cents  each;  his  catalogue  of  7t;  pa^'es  for 

a  two  ei  iil  stamp.  

ITIIATION  by  youn^niauon  poultrv  farm.  Some 
experii  ni  e;  n  f.  Address  Box  l:il.  Bayonne.  X .  J . 
ALES."»IAN  wauled;  Slooto  $l'ii  per  month  and 
expenses.     .Staple   line;   positinn  permanent, 
pleasant  and  desirable.    Address  w  ilb  slamp, 
 Kin^'  Mfy.  Co..  T.  V-2.  Cliii-;t}.'o.  III. 

WANTED,  sitiiaticin  nn  a  broiler  or  poulliy 
farm.  C.Miirii  u  nl  to  take  ebart'c.  Have  had 
-several  years  experience  w  ith  Incubators  and  brooders 
in  midwinter.  Keterences  (riven  If  desired.  Corres- 
pondence solicited.  Address 

 C.  F.  Frenrh.  Box  K5.  Wethersfleld,  Ct. 


E 


WYANDOTTES. 


THITE  Wyandottes  at  Kocklawn  Farm.  Kges 
'      ?-'|ierl:;.    Kd.  Keynolds.  ■Marlhi.ro.  Ma-s. 

TOO  UTE  FOR  CLASSIFICATION. 


HODDANS.  Some  nice  yearlinp;  cocks  and  hens  for 
sale.  L.  H.  Burpee,  Box  8,  Dublin,  N.  H. 

HLOOI>'S  STK.\IN  Buff  Leghorns.  Write  for 
circular.  E;/gs.  $1  per  1.5  after  June  10th.  J.  U. 
Blood.  Walpole,  Mass. 

A  RAKE  CHANCE.  To  make  room  for  my  youne 
stock,  will  sell  2  breeding  pens  Barred  Rocksclicap 
for  quality  of  stock.  Each  pen  headed  bv  a  cock'l 
scoring  ;i2J  points.  For  particulars  address,  F. 
A.  Quimby,  Ea.  Rochester,  N.  H. 


What  is 
bicycle 
tubing 
made  of 


Only  one  7vay  to  kno7c 


STAWDARD  OF  THE  WORLD 

livery  foot  of  Columbia  tubing  is  niadc 
in  our  own  mills  from  carefully  .selected 
and  tested  high-carbon  steel  and  nickel 
steel.  Columbia  tubing  is  the  strongest 
and  liest  in  the  world. 

Art  Cataloinie  free  if  you  call  upon  the  aiient. 
or  by  mail  from  us  for  two  2-cent  staiui's. 

POPE    MFG.  CO. 
Hartford,  Conn. 

Branch  Houses  and  Agencies  are  almost 
everywhere.  If  Coluinbias  are  not  properly 
represented  in  your  vicinity,  let  us  know. 


All  Columbia  Bicycles  are  fitted  with 
HARTFORD  SINGLE-TUBE  TIRES 

UMLEbS  OUMLOP  TIHtS  »«E  ASKEO  FOH.  ^ 

WE  KNOW  NO  TIRES  SO  GOOD  AS  HARTFORDS. 


NEW. 

FARM=POULTRY 
BINDER.  .  . 


DBflGOOKS  m  HOPIEBS. 

(Jood  sloi-k  at  reasonable  prices. 
V.^  It.  It.Wl.E.  lid:i  Kaci  Sl..l>hiladelplliil.  Pa. 

GIVEN  TO  EVERT  tiAOY 
A  Xew  JtoOk.  on  Fancy  Work  ciMilainlng 
1»0  hatiilsomo  illiiHtrations.  Among  them  are  ilf signs  for 
S.if,,  Pillows,  Tablo  Covors,  Sriirfs,  Tnlj  (Uolhs,  Doilii  s, 
Celluloid  Work,  Tiipehtry  Painting  and  Embioiili-iy;  tiUo 
S'H'ther  book  giving  directions  bow  lo  make  all  kinds  of' 
R'lE,  an.l  M.ils,  C.»  In  all.  These  two  books  we  llnuiil 
you  t  ree  if  yo.i  will  send  lOo  for  a  3  months  triid  aub- 
^rriplioii'to  Tin-  IInme.a2  i  psire  piiprr  contftiniiig 
Mories  fashions  »n.|  laiuv  wo,  V  ilhisfcl.  S.-ri'l  to 
I'he  Home,  14  1  M  ilk  Si  .  Huston,  Mass. 


COCHIN  BANTAMS, 
IliilT.  Black  and  White;  I'lviuoutli  Hooks  and  White 
Wvandottes.  W.  li.  ATM  KHTON. 

 Kandolpli,  Mass. 


SEA  SHELLS 


besl  grade  line  ground  for  t>oul- 
trv  feed.   Hest  and  cheapest 
•lis  known  %\.ift  bbl.— Slibl. 


t  $l.(Kl.   Discount  In  riiianlilv.   Samples.  2 cents. 

K.  P.  KNOWl.ES,  Guilford,  Conn. 


For  Only  30  Cents. 

THINK  OF  IT,  the  form  of  Binder  we  have  been 
sending  out  has  cost  SI. 00. 

Ol'R  NKW  BINDKR 

whleb  Is  siniple,  but  strong  enough  for  the  iiur|>ose, 
will  hold  24  numbers  of  the  Senii-Monihly  Farm- 
rotii.TUY.  It  is  in  flctlblc  covers,  and  will  keep  neat 
and  clean  every  copy,  so  your  jiapers  are  always  la 
Iil.ii  e  for  ready  reference.  This  binder  costs  post- 
paid, only  yo  cents.  You  can  send  cash  or  stamps. 

YOU  CAN  OKT  IT  FOR  NOTHING. 

Any  present  Old  suHsciiiiiEU  to  Fahm-Poi'i.thy 
need  not  pay  a  cent  for  the  new  Binder,  if  they  will 
comply  with  the  following  conditions:— 

OIIK  OFFER.  First.  To  any  old  subscriber  who 
semis  us  one  new  Bubscription  to  Fakm-Poul- 
THY,  with  cash  $1.()0  for  same,  we  will  send  Binder 
ftee,  if  so  ordered. 

Second.  Auy  old  subscriber  who  renews  his  or  her 
suliscriiilion  now,  and  sends  us  two  new  subscribers 
to  FAUM-l'ot^LTRY,  with  casll  $3.00  for  all,  we  will 
send  Fahm-Poi  ltry  one  full  year, semi-monthly,  to 
the  three  addresses,  also  a  Binder  to  each  party. 

KE M EM  BKK  $•'5.00  pays  for  three  subscriptions 
and  three  Binders,  If  two  of  the  subscribers  are  new 
or  have  not  been  on  our  list  for  two  years.  This  will 
make  it  easy  for  yon  to  pet  the  two  new  subscribers, 
since  for  $1.00  tliey  get  $1.30  In  value,  and  you  get  a 
Binder  for  your  trouble.  Is  this  not  liberal?  Send 
all  orders  and  money  lo 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 
22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Then  you  w,int  this  hook.  It  is  actu- 
ally wort  one  dollar  to  any  bicycle 
rider.  Profusely  illustrated,  showinc 
how  to  care  for  and  repair  yoiir 
machine  so  plainly  that  an\  noviceat 
once  sees  just  liow  it  is  done. 

.Sent  post  paid  for'2octs.  in  stanu^^; 
or  with  Farm-Poultry  Doctor 
(price  .tO cents),  both  for  only  52 cents 
In  two-cent  postaue  stainps. 

I.  S.  JOHNSON  *  CO., 
Boston,  Mass. 


July  1 


'  For  that  leaky,  dripping  roof, 
Use  Neponset  "Water-proof." 


Cover  and 

henhouses  - 


sheathe  your  barns,  sheds, 
-  all  your  outbuildings  — 
greenhouses — hotbeds — with  NEPON- 
SET. With  it  you  can  erect  excellent 
buildings  at  low  cost,  and  costs  very 
much  less  than  shingles,  500  square  feet 
only  $5.00 — tacks  and  tin  caps 
eluded.    Send  for  a  sample. 

Neponset  Black  Building  Paper 

for  inside  lining.    Better  than  tarred 
paper;  odorless,  clean,  economical. 


in- 


J. 


We  will  send  you  Free  of  expense 

Samples  and  Particulars. 


F.  w. 

Sole  nfrs. 


BIRD  &  SON, 
East  Walpole,  nass. 


NEPONSET 


For  Roofing  and  Side  Covering. 


Red  Rope 
Water-Proof 
FABRIC. 


CET  RID  OF  LICE. 

To  <1()  lliis  11  is  not  necessary  to  Iiandle,  jrrease  or  dust  the  fowls,  but  simply  paint  tlie  droppiiiii:s  l)oards  antj 
roosts  witli  LAKE'S  LICE  EXTERMIN  ATOK,  and  tliis  will  (.■oniplelcly  rid  (litm  of  lice,  frice  1  (fallou  can 
Toceuts;  5  gallon  can  £3  F.  O.  is.  Bound  Brook,  N.  J.      ]\Iaiuifactured  by 

L.  S.  BACHE  &  CO.,  Bound  Brook,  N.  J. 

For  sale  by.Tohnson  &  Stokes,  riuhi..  Pa.;  ttarycy  Seed  Co.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  .J.  K.  (51eyenson,  Columbus,  N.J.; 
H.  V.  Browil.'NorwicIl,  Conn.:  J.  G.  Zimnicnnau,  Willsliire.  Ollio;  G.  W.  Lake,  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  .Joseph 
Benedict,  Elizahetli,  N.  J.;V.  J.  Cortelyon.  ^^e^^^  lirunswiek.  N.  .1.:  and  .T.  A.  Bennett  A  iSoiis.Gonverneur.N.  Y. 

FARMERS'  BOILER  AND  COOKER. 

The  "  GRANITE  State  "  is  the  only  Boiler  and  Cool<er  that  has  a 
perfect  inner  lining  which  prevents  the  sides  from  burning  when  the 
fire  is  too  hot.  For  cool<ing  all  kinds  of  food  for  stock,  or  for  heating 
water  it  is  superior  to  anything  of  its  kind  in  the  market.  Catalogue 
free.  GRANITE  STATE  EVAPORATOR  CO.  Makers  of  the 
Granite  State  Evaporators  for  evaporating  JVlaple  sap.  iq;:  Main  St., 
Marlow,  N.  H.  ^ 


 js(  Pric( 

Firal-cla&'i 
^  Hatchtr  Tnade 


CEO.  H.  STAHL,  i-'^'-" 


HATCH 

EXCELSTOR 

DNCUBATOR. 

pie,  PerfeoL,  StTf-regulating. 

 usaD<ts  in   successful  opcr- 

alioQ.     Guaranteed   to  hatch  a 
largtr    percentage  of  lertile  eggs, 
ist,  tban  any  other  Hatch  - 


CHICKEN^ 

■WITH  THE 

WOODEN  HEN 

Most  efficient  small  incubator  ever 
invpnt..fi.    Perfect  in  every  fletnil. 
;  thinct  for  poultry 


 lali  scale,  '28  egg  capacity.  '  Catalogue  free.  ^ 

.Dd^Solo-Mauuf^uTrerk.  1 1 4  to  1 22  S.  Sixth  St,,  QUIWCY,  ILL, 


KIRBY&SrvIITH'Sg        Mf^^U  A  lUG 

East  Ghatham,  W.  7.  L  #%  IH  \M  O  O  M  O 

Won  at  all  the  Great  Shows  of  America.  Bost.m.  1S.S7  and  '88;  Buffalo,  1889.  Madison  S(juare  Garden  Shows, 
New  York  City,  18!«l,         l,s:i-.>,  \\<-  made  a  clean  sweep. 

GREAT  NEW  ^'OKK  SHOW,  M;nliMin  Sipiare  Garden,  1894,  Kirbv  &  Smith's  Strain  of  Langshans 
made  the  following  w(nideri  nl  i  i  .  ,,r.i  in  open  cmiiietition  with  the  WORLD'S  best;  (107  Ijirds  competing:) 
i  out  of  a  possible  Ol-'irsis  ..n  Hlaeks;  a  out  ol  a  possible    Firsts  ou  Whites;  5  out  of  a  possible  5  Firsts  on  Blues; 

Or  "14  out  of  a  possible  15  FIRST  PRIZES." 

(Mr.  Tlios.  Terry,  the  successful  winner,  jfave  Earby  &  Smith's  LANGSHANS  a  special  BED  INK  notice  on 
bad;  of  all  official  catalogues.) 


JtSlood  tells.  Ifvou  wish  to  win,  buy  from  the  winners.  We  import  our  Langshans  Direct  from 
the  Langshan  District,  China,  haying  receive'd  two  shipments  from  tliere  last  year. 

from  onr  "Chinese  Pen," and  fron 
for  20  page.  1894.  illustrated  catalogue. 


JJ^^^yl^  from  onr  "  Chinese  Pen,"  and  from  6  other  grand  yards ;  good  hatch  guaranteed.  AVrite 
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About  Capons  and  Capoaizing. 

Mr.  Editor :  — ^\'hal  do  capcms  sell  for  in  Boston 
during  spriug  and  summer? 

2d.  What  cross,  or  pure  breed,  makes  the  best 
capons  ? 

3d.  Do  capons  sell  higher  in  Boston  than  iu  Phila- 
delphia? 

4th.  Who,  besides  G.  P.  Pilling,  makes  eaponizing 
sets?  J.  H.  G. 

Cliilesbury,  Ky. 

Capons  are  wanted  in  Boston  from  Christ- 
mas to  May,  and  range  from  eigliteen  to 
twenty  cents  per  pound.  They  must  be 
dressed  with  feathers  left  on  the  neck,  tail, 
wings  and  thighs,  and  should  never  be  drawn 
or  beaded. 

2d.  Plymouth  Rocks,  Langshans,  or  a  cross 
between  an  American  and  Asiatic  fowl,  make 
the  best  capons. 

od.  The  prices  in  Boston  and  Philadelphia 
will  average  ab»ut  the  same. 

4th.  Capoiiizing  instruments  are  also  made 
by  W.  H.  "Wigmore,  912  Eementer  street, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


Moisture  in  the  Incubator. 

Mr.  Editor:— Does  moisture  in  the  incubator  make 
the  air  cell  of  the  eggs  larger  or  smaller?  Why  is 
moisture  given  at  all?  J.  H.  G. 

Cliilesbury,  Ky. 

Moisture  neither  enlarges  nor  makes  smaller 
the  air  cells  in  the  eggs.  Ventilation  has  a 
tendency  to  dry  down  the  space  in  the  egg, 
but  moisture  never  does.  Moisture  is  used  to 
prevent  this  cell  from  becoming  too  large. 
None  is  ever  needed  the  first  week,  and  it  is 
quite  likely  that  none  will  be  needed  the  entire 
hatch,  it  the  location  in  which  the  incubator 
is  run  is  a  damp  one.  More  moisture  would 
naturally  be  required  iu  summer  than  winter, 
owing  to  the  condition  of  the  outside  air;  yet 
Ihis  can  only  be  fixed  by  a  number  of  testings 
of  the  eggs,  in  order  that  the  ex.ict  condition 
may  be  determined. 

An  Out-of-Date  Book. 

Mr.  Editor:  — I  have  a  book  called,  "  How 
to  Kaise  Poultry  for  Pleasure  and  Profit,''  by 
William  M.  Lewis,  and  printed  by  the  Excel- 
sior Publishing  House,  New  York  City.  It 
has  the  English  Standard  of  Tegetmeier's 
lioultry  book,  but  none  for  Leghorns  nor  Ply- 
mouth Rocks. 

In  regard  to  Plymouth  Rocks,  it  says,  on 
page  60:  "This  breed  of  fowls  we  hardly 
think  is  known  outside  of  the  New  England 
states.  It  is  said  the  Plymouth  Rock  is  pro- 
duced by  crossing  a  Cochin  China  cock  with  a 
hen,  a  cross  between  the  fawn  colored  Dork- 
ing, the  great  Malay,  and  the  Wild  Indian.  .  . 
Pullets  are  very  early  layers ;  commencing  at 
five  months  of  age.  ...  A  medium  sized  egg, 
of  rich  and  reddish  yellow  color.  .  .  .  Cocks 
are  usually  of  a  red  or  speckled  color,  and 
hens  of  darkish  brown.  Some  of  the  colors 
throvrn  by  these  fowls  are  not  dissimilar  to 
the  Dominique.  Legs  are  quite  large,  usually 
blue  or  green,  but  occasionally  yellow,  or  even 
wbite;  and  frequently  have  five  toes  upon 
each  foot.  Some  varieties  have  legs  slightly 
feathered.  Have  large  single  rose  or  red- 
colored  combs  and  wattles;  cheeks  large;  tails 
short  and  stout,  very  small  wings  in  propor- 
tion to  their  bodies." 

Now,  isn't  that  a  queer  Plymouth  Rock? 
This  book  is  evidently  an  American  print  of 
an  English  book,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a 
good  scheme  to  have  an  American  Standard 
at  the  same  price  (25  cents). 

For  eliicken  cholera  be  advi.ses:  "One 
tabiespoonful  ea<th  of  red  pepper, gunpowder, 
Indian  meal  and  turpentine."  Not  a  word 
about  grit.  J.  H.  H. 

New  Decabur,  Ala. 

[The  book  is  an  American  edition  of  an 
English  work,  and  of  little  use  at  present. 
The  representation  of  the  Plymouth  Rock  is 
amusing.  The  American  Standard  is  copy- 
righted, so  a  twenty-five  cent  edition  could 
not  be  issued.—  Editor.] 

More  Good  Laying. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  am  very  much  interested 
in  Farm-Poultry.  In  your  issue  of  June 
1st,  under  bead  of  "Good  Laying,"  A.  B.,  of 
Charlestown,  Mass.,  says  his  six  bens  laid  as 
follows:  January,  93  eggs;  February,  111; 
March,  121.  I  also  am  a  new  beginner,  and 
have  seven  Plymouth  Rock  hens  that  laid  146 
eggs  in  January  ;  128  in  February;  and  146  in 
March.  I  believe  that  will  beat  the  record 
g.venbyA.  B.  J.  R. 

)■,  nvincfitowB,  Mass, 


Likes  Wyandottes  the  Best. 

Mr.  Editor: — I  suppose  I  must  jump  into 
line  on  the  experience  question.  I  have  at 
present  five  one  jear  old  hens,  a;nd  a  two  year 
old  cock  of  White  Wyandottes.  I  liave  had 
Plymouth  Rocks,  Langshans  and  Brahmas, 
but  I  like  the  Wyandottes  best,  for  they  are 
such  good  all  round  kiyers  and  business  fowls. 

One  of  the  most  particular  conditions 
required  for  successful  poultry  raising  is 
cleanliness  in  all  its  branches. 

M^th  me  the  Wyandottes  lay  a  larger  egg 
than  the  Plymouth  Rocks. 

Long  live  Farm-Poultry;        C.  R.  G. 

Providence,  R.  I. 


We  Are  Interested  in  Success. 

Mr.  Editor:  —  I  feel  as  though  you  might 
be  interested  in  my  success,  as  I  follow  Farm- 
Poultry  instructions  to  the  letter,  excepting 
that  I  don't  use  quite  as  much  Condition 
Powder  as  you  recommend.  I  had  six  Leg- 
horn hens  and  one  Plymouth  Rock,  which 
averaged  five  eggs  per  day  for  December, 
January  and  February.  In  February  I  bought 

a  year  old  cockerel  of  a  man  who  had  

strain,  paid  a  small  price  for  him,  too.  May  2d 
I  set  two  common  hens  on  the  eggs  from  this 
pen ;  May  22d  I  took  off  twenty-two  fine 
healthy  chicks  out  of  twenty-nine  eggs  set; 
four  eggs  were  bad,  and  three  had  dead  chicks 
in  them.  May  20th  I  set  eight  of  my  eggs  and 
three  store  eggs  under  another  hen,  and 
today  I  have  ten  chicks  out  and  one  egg  not 
pipped.  Doesn't  that  show  a  good  cockerel 
and  good  hens?  Doesn't  it  show  good  man- 
agement, too,  or  is  it  simply  "good  luck" 
and  Farm- Poultry?  I  have  been  told  by  a 
breeder  here  that  if  I  used  Sheridan's  Condi- 
tion Powder  I  wouldn't  have  a  chick  hatch; 
but  I  am  satisfied  it  is  good  stuff.  I  look  for 
each  number  of  Farm-Poultry  as  regularly 
as  my  meals.  E.  E.  S. 

Peekskill,  . 


Bound  Brook,  N.  J.,  promises  to  become 
the  ceutre  of  a  large  poultry  community  in 
the  near  future. 

Messrs.  L.  S.  Bache,  Gerald  R.  Cushman, 
E.  H.  Castelin  and  Ralph  Bache  have  pur- 
chased small  properties  aggregating  about 
five  acres  each.  Besides  building  residences 
they  will  each  build  poultry  houses  on  the 
Farm-Poultry  scratching  shed  plan. 

The  fancy  poultry  farm  of  the  L.  D.  Cook 
estate  is  within  a  few  hundred  feet,  and  Mr. 
B.  P.  Mills  has  a  large  poultry  plant  within  a 
mile,  having  nearly  two  thousand  laying  hens, 
raising  eggs  and  broilers  on  the  rotation. 

Mr.  L.  S.  Bache  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
Lake's  Lice  Exterminator,  and  breeds  Brah- 
mas and  White  Wyandottes  at  a  profit. 

These  gentlemen  are  all  readers  of  Farm- 
POULTRY,  and  will  have  a  good  chance  for 
success  as  the  land  is  high  and  dry,  soil  is 
very  fine,  and  the  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
markets  are  near  at  hand. 


PEEP-O'-DftY  BROODER 

Has  proved  itself  the  most  practical  Brooder  manu- 
factured. Thousands  in  successful  operation.  20  used 
by  the  editor  of  this  paper. 

Peep-o'-Day  Fountain. 
Brass  Brooder  Stoves. 
Special  Brooder  Thermometer. 


PEEP-O'-DAY 


FOLDING  COOP. 


strong,  liglit,  durable;  lakes  up  very  little  room  when  not  in 
use.  Chickens  reared  in  this  coop  keep  up  a  steady,  rapid 
growth.  Size  3  ft.  X  6  ft.  Price  SS.  Discount  on  cjuantities. 
Send  for  illustrated  catalogue  giving  a  full  description  of 
the  most  practical  Poultry  Specialties  on  tlie  market. 

E.  F.  HODGSON,  DOVER,  Mass. 


INCUBATORS 

—  AND- 

BROODERS 

Circular  free.   Catalogue  .5c. 
PINELAND  INCUBATOR  AND  BROODER  CO., 
Jamesburg,  N.  -f. 
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Ka  rm-  Roultry 


lioQ 


Anotltrr  KsK  WItliln  u  Km- 
Mr.  E<.liu>r:  —  TbUeveoins;  a«  1  w»s  \ook- 
iii^  o\er  tt>e  labie  of  (-oiileiiLs  in  a  Inte  i>suo 
of  KARM-Pin  LTKV,  iu>  .attention  was  quiokly 
anv?lc\l  when  my  eje  foil  ii|>on  ••  An  Es;!; 
Wiibiu  an  Ei?;."  5o  I  ilevkteil  to  wrlle  you 
sUhiI  siii  h  a  iloubk"  egs;  which  was  \M  by 
one  v>f  ni>  Brabina*. 

At><>ut  a  moolh  as:*)  1  was  ^ottiu!;  very  lanre 
ralbtr  often,  anJ  one  day  I  found  an  eg^ 
in  a  iiest  thai  1  thiitk  wa*  as  lar!;e  as  a  goose 
e^.siH'h  a>  I  have  se«n  in  the  Boston  market. 
My  wife  requeste»l  nte  to  save  it,  and  I  imme- 
diately attempted  to  blow  out  the  eontents. 
but  was  unable  to  do  so.  1  bepin  to  examine, 
btit  cvrelo^ly  broke  it,  and,  to  my  astonish- 
ment, found  a  ^lerfecl  full  sizeil  esri;  within 
the  $bell.  The  outside  eg?;  bad  no  yolk,  but  a 
hmre  amount  of  while.  W.  B. 

Marlboro,  Mass. 


.\n  Ekk  With  Thrw  Yulk*. 

Mr.  Editor;  — You  may  think  this  strange, 
but  it  is  true.  Four  j>ersons  »at  at  my  table, 
aud  one  broke  an  egs-  ^^hen  broken  it  con- 
tainetl  three  yolks.  It  is  true  as  there  is  hair 
on  my  head  —  and  1  am  not  bald. 

Moutvale,  Mass.  H.  J.  F. 

.Another  Curioun  En* 

Mr.  Eilitor:  — In  the  May  16th  issue  of 
F.\K.M-I'oi"LTRY  I  find  an  article  v*-ritten  by 
T.  H.  Taylor,  of  Plainfield,  N.  J.,  stating  th.it 
a  hen  owned  by  D.  M.  Rea,  of  Kushville, 
Ohio,  laid  the  most  curious  egg  ever  seen  in 
that  section  of  the  country,  having  a  perfei'l 
egg  enclosed  in  another  egg.  I  also  have  a 
ben  that  on  JuDe4tb,  1895,  laid  an  egg  that 
mea«uretl  nine  inches  by  seven  and  one-eighth, 
and  weighing  live  and  one-half  ounces.  Inside 
this  was  another  ordinary  sized  egg.  The  hen 
hail  laid  >ever3l  other  similar  ones,  but  not  .-us 
large.  I  took  it  to  the  county  fair,  and  some 
of  the  jieople  would  not  believe  that  it  was 
laid  by  a  hen,  Mrs.  E.  F.  A. 

.Vrnionk,  X.  Y. 


The  Bliuk  Spanish  Tunrnl  White. 

Mr.  E<1itor: — In  recent  Issues  of  Far.m- 
Poi  LTRV  I  noticed  reference  being  made  to 
non-.-itlers  becoming  broody.  I  have  a  White 
Faced  Black  Spanish  ben  that  Is  seven  years 
old  this  spring.  She  has  never  clucked  or 
offeretl  to  sit.  When  she  was  one  year  old 
she  was  a  black  as  a  crow  ;  now  she  is  as  while 
M  snow.  Thomas  ,J.  Scott. 

Wellsville,  .Mo. 


The  Germs  Started  to  Grow. 

Mr.  Editor:— While  going  home  the  other 
evening,  a  business  man  called  me  into  his 
place,  and  said  that  be  had  something  to  tell 
me,  bnt  exi>ected  I  would  think  it  untrue.  He 
said  he  >ot  a  hen  on  Indian  Game  eggs,  and  in 
just  seven  days  she  hatched  four  chicks,  and 
in  nine  days  hatched  two  more.  The  eggs 
were  gathere<l  every  day,  dated  and  packed  in 
bran,  and  turned  every  day  or  so.  They  were 
kept  covered  with  a  very  heavy  horse  blanket, 
and  were  subject  to  the  hot  sun  part  of  the 
day.  His  wife  was  with  him  at  the  time  he 
set  the  eggs,  and  saw  where  he  got  them.  He 
set  the  freshest  ones,  but  some  dated  back  a 
couple  of  weeks.  Xow  do  you  suppose  the 
blanket  and  bran  could  hold  enough  heat  to 
proiluce  such  effects,— or  what  was  the  cause? 

The  gentleman  will  go  before  a  notary 
public  and  make  affidavit  to  the  above.  If 
necessary.  L.  X.  Kirk. 

Xew  Castle,  Ind. 

[From  the  facus  presented  there  can  be  no 
question  about  the  retention  of  heat  by  the 
blanket  and  bran  with  the  aid  of  the  hot  sun. 
The  eggs  being  turned  every  day  or  so,  they 
received  sufficient  airing,  and  all  conditions 
seemed  favorable  for  the  growth  of  the  germ. 
It  is  certainly  an  interesting  case,  and  it  would 
be  still  more  interesting  to  know  the  views 
of  experts  in  artificial  incubation  on  the  sub- 
ject.—Editor. 


A  Bad  BarKain. 

Mr.  Editor:  As  an  amateur  I  dropped  In  to 
a  chicken  fancier's  place  on  Dey  street,  Xew 
York,  and  took  a -fancy  "to  a  nice  looking 
Bla<'k  Minorca  cock,  paid  three  dollars,  put 
him  in  a  paper  sack,  and  came  home  in  high 
glee.  Next  morning  the  children  discovered 
him  as  a  sort  of  gift  of  Providence,  and 
shouted,  "  Oh,  oh,  what  a  dandy ! " 

Time  went  on  apace,  and  as  the  beautiful 
Minorca  was  the  "  observed  of  all  observers," 
we  soon  discovered  that  he  had  the  stringhalt 
or  rheuin  itism,  or  some  other  high-stepping 


trouble.  On  close  scrutiny  we  also  noted  that 
he  was  minus  a  toe  nail  or  two,  and  later  that 
he  has  lost  other  too  nails. 

We  have  also  noted  that  his  breast  bone  Is 
bare  of  feathers,  that  he  eats  well,  but  gives 
very  little  attention  to  his  family,  and  scarcely 
>ucceeding  when  he  makes  the  attempt.  He 
seems  like  a  young  cock  in  appearance  of  his 
leg^,  but  he  eats  so  much  and  keeps  so  poor, 
that  with  other  symptoms  noted  above,  we 
have  the  idea  that  lie  is  pretty  old. 

Can  anything  be  done  to  get  three  dollars 
out  of  him  in  service?  Was  he  worth  it  to 
l>egin  with?  AVill  his  chickens  be  well  and 
strong  If  he  gets  any?  What  alls  him,  any- 
way ? 

I  am  taking  Far.m-I\>i  i-TKY,  so  1  need  not 
long  be  an  amateur.  V.  H. 

Bronxville,  X.  Y. 

[We  are  afraid  this  is  a  case  of  a  bad  bar- 
gain. It  is  hard  to  say  what  is  the  matter 
with  the  bird.  He  must  have  stringhalt,  aud 
it  is  quite  likely  that  he  is  suffering  from  some 
liver  trouble.  This  last  opinion  is  given  with 
the  knowledge  that  lie  remains  poorin  weight. 
AVe  should  not  use  the  bird  for  breeding. — 
Editor.] 

TestlUK  Another  Theory." 
Mr. -Editor:  —  Since  writing  you  about  the 
"  theory  "  of  allowing  hens  to  sit  on  china 
eggs  (.luiie  1st  F.-P.,  page22ti),  I  have  had 
another  experience  that  runs  counter  to 
another  accepted  theory,  namely :  That  eggs 
that  get  fouled  in  the  nest  should  be  washed, 
or  they  will  not  hatch. 

I  set  a  hen  three  weeks  ago  on  fi  fteen  eggs. 
.She  broke  one  at  the  end  of  a  week,  smearing 
all  the  eggs.  I  washed  them  in  lukewarm 
water.  In  a  few  days  she  broke  another,  and 
fouled  the  nest  besides.  Eggs  were  all  In 
mourning,  so  I  washed  them  again.  The  ilay 
we  visited  you  she  tried  it  on  again,  smashed 
another  egg,  aud  also  fouled  the  nest  again. 

I  pulled  out  the  dirty  straw  from  the  nest, 
leaving  the  fouled  eggs  in  the  dirt  in  the 
bottom  of  the  nest,  and  did  not  attempt  to 
wash  the  eggs  or  clean  up.  The  dirt  was  just 
caked  on  those  eggs,  and  I  was  "hot  under 
the  collar,"  and  reaily  to  consign  hen  and 
eggs  to  a  warmer  climate,  so  I  left  the  hen  In 
peaceful  enjoyment  of  the  "mess"  she  had  so 
carefully  prepared.  Didn't  expect  to  get  a 
chick,  and  di<ln"l  care.  Last  night  she  brought 
out  thirteen  chicks.  One  was  puny  and  weak, 
and  died  before  morning;  it  was  the  last  to 
hatch.  I  account  for  the  tliirteeuth  chick  by 
crediting  the  ben  with  having  laid  after  she 
commenced  to  sit,  as  no  other  hen  had  access 
to  her  nest.  But  those  eggs  were  badly 
smeared  with  yolk  and  fouled  with  excre- 
ment, and  yet  everyone  hutched.  The  chicks 
are  strong  and  all  right,  in  every  way. 
According  to  "  theory,"  they  ought  to  have 
died  in  the  shell.    How  about  this? 

Y'ours  truly, 
Salem,  Mass.  P.  T.  Woods. 

[The  explanation  seems  to  us  very  simple. 
The  last  smearing  was  so  late  in  the  period  of 
incubation  it  did  not  operate  to  retard  exclu- 
sion. If  the  first  or  second  smearing  had  not 
been  washed  off  the  cutting  off  of  the  passing 
of  air  through  the  pores  of  the  shells  would 
have  killed  (smothered)  the  embryos,  and 
you  would  have  had  some  "  loud  "  eggs. 

The  "  theory  "  is  right.  Eggs  fouled  should 
be  washed  —  there's  no  doubt  about  that.  In 
your  case  circumstances  worked  to  effect  a 
hatch  in  spite  of  the  fouling;  but  it  wouldn't 
be  an  insurable  risk  unless  very  late  In  the 
Incubating  period. —  Ed.J 

Begin  Right. 

To  have  success  in  poultry  farming  It  Is 
necessary  to  start  right.  This  is  fully  taught 
you  in  the  two  books,  "  Profitable  Poultry 
Fnrming,"  amX A  Livinfj  From  Poultry." 
We  send  both  books  for  50  cents;  or  2.5  cents 
each.  They  are  written  by  Michael  K.  Boyer. 
Address,  I.  S.  .Johnson  &  Co.,  22  Custom 
House  Street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Slate  Turkeys  Wanted. 

Jonathan  Betten,  Box  59,  Dover,  Morris 
County,  N,  J.,  would  like  to  buy  some  slate 
or  blue  turkevs. 


Geo.  H.  Nortbup,  Eaceville,  Wash.  Co., 
X.  Y.,  has  just  issued  a  circular  announcing  a 
special  Minorca  sale  for  the  summer  months. 
Those  desiring  bargains  had  better  write  at 
once. 


ARMSTRONO  A  HcKELVT 

I  Pitoburgh. 
BEYUER-BAUHAN 

rittsbnr^h. 
DAVIS-CHAMBERS 

fitubargh. 

FAHNE8TO0K 

AMCBOR  ) 

I  VCinoiiuiMi. 
I  ECSSTEIM  I 

ATLAHTIO 

BRAD  LET 

BROOELTH 

JEWETT 

I  ULSTER 

[tnnoN 

BOTTTHERII 

(SHIP  MAN 
COLLIER 
mssoiTRi 

RED  SEAL 
BOITTKERK 

JOHN  T.  1BWI8  «  BR0S.0O 

PhUadclpbia. 

MORLET 

I  CtevelMd. 
BAT.TiM 

i  Salem,  Uass, 

'CORNELL 

1  BoSalo. 
'XEMTVOKT 

LoauTille. 


CONSIDER  THE  COST.    Suppose  the 
building  is  60x25x20.    It  will  require 
to  paint  it,  14  gals,  ready-mixed  paint 
at  $1.25  per  gal. — $17.50;  or,  four  25-lb.  kegs 
of  white  lead,  $6.00 ;  five  gals,  pure  linseed 
oil,  $2.50:  four  cans  tinting  colors,  80  cts.  ; 
pt.  lapan  dryer,  15  cts.;       pt-  turpentine, 


5  Cts.  Total,  $9.50 
in  favor  of 


a  saving  of  $8.00 


xrure  White  Lead 

without  considering  its  jjreater  durability.  Examine  the 
brand  (see  hst).  For  colors  use  the  National  Lead  Co.*s 
Pure  White  Lead  Tinting  Colors.  No  trouble  to  make  or 
match  a  shade. 

Pamphlet  giving  valuable  information  and  card  showing  samples 
ol  colors  free  ;  also  cards  showing  pictures  of  twelve  houses  of  different 
designs  painted  in  various  styles  or  combinations  of  shades  forwarded 
upon  application  to  those  intending  to  paint. 

NATIONAL  LEAD  CO., 

I  Broadway,  New  York. 


NORTHUP'S  MINORCA! 

^01=1.  JXTIVrE  j^NID  JXJXjTr. 

Mhmrr;t'i  hatched  In  Jiilv  win  nianv  pri/c*  ;  inilletP  liatohfd  .Tnly  25th  will  lav  in  February.  Firm's  the  remain- 
lier  of  the  sea,<!on  from  "befit"  j:railtM.f  s.  ('.  R.  M..$:;  iHT  $'»  i)er2fi.  "Seci>nd  best,"  $2  per  W;  $:i..-.0  i>er  2t;. 
Kri'ni  *'nelyhbor<'  yards."  $1  per  M.   One-half  <»f  hre<'(nn)j'  -iloek  for  sale  at  great  bargains  to  niaKe  room  for  tlie 


MARKED 
DOWN. 


GKO.  H.  XORTHUr,  Kacevillc,  Wasli.  Co.,  N.  Y. 


PEERLESS 


SELF-REGULATING 
AND  BROODERS. 


Wp  nii>nnfsctnre  a  fall  line  of  DAIII  TDV 

SUPPLIES  ,„e.udt„.  '^""'■^"^ 

DRY  BONE  &  GRAIN  MILLS. 
CLOVER  CUTTERS,  GRIT 

CRUSHERS,  CAPONIZING 
INSTRUMENTS, 
Poultry  Markers, 
Leg  Bands,  otc.,  etc.  Also 


INCUBATORS 


GRE[N  BONE  CUTTERSi 


ftvc 

sizes.    S4.00  and  np. 

All  oar  machines  are  elegant  In  design,  perfect  in  principle,  workmanship  and  i 
linlah.    FULLY  WARRANTED.    We  can  deliver  Poultry  Netting  in  small  i 
quantities  at  wholesale  prices,  other  things  proportionately  low.   Send  4c.  for  our  1 
I.arge  Illustrated  Catalogue  and  valuable  information  on  Poultry  Raising.  Also 
sample  of  CJRIT  and  how  to  make  it  yourself. 
'PEERLESS  INCritATOU  A  RIIOOnKK  C«.,  £,110  Ohio  S|.,  QCINOV.  ILL. 


EGGS*"""^"!  FELCH'S 


Light  Bralmias, 
Black  Langshans, 

Plymouth  Rocks, 

That  are  Plymouth  Kockg-True  Blue. 

White  Wyandottes, 


1  Hitting,  S5;  2  sit.,  S8; 
3  sittingR,  SIO; 

100  eggs, 


1  sitting,  S4;  2  sitting!.,  »7. 
3  sittings,  S>9. 

100  eggs,  S15. 


I.  K.  FELCH  2b  SON, 


IINCUBATORS      we  warrant  % 

I  — THE  RELIABLE^ 

Toliatch  Ropercentofthefresh.-!nr1fprfileeKes.    Humircds  of  recent 
testimonials!    Have  this  year  ( iSq'j)  issued'our  Eleventh  .Annual  X 
Poultry  Guide  and  Combined  Catalogue  in  one  valuable  book.  X 

PROFITS  IN  POULTRY  ft 

This  uS-pape,  fully  illustrated  Poultry  Guiiie  tells  vou  about  profits  in  a 
poultry:    about  hatching  eggs  with  machines;    about  brooding  chicks  X 
,l,r,  fnll         ^f^D    u     c°^-  ,We  have  for  Sale  Sixteen  popular  kinds  of  thoroughbred  a 
also  full  line  of  Poultry  Supplies-anvthing  vou  want     i'nce  f.f  Guide.  lO  cents  lu  a 


SBLF-RBGtn-ATING. 

0  fowls; 


worth  one  dollar.  .Address,  RELIABLE  INCUBATOR  AND  BROODER  CO..  Quincy  III  X 


PRINTING 


For  Fanciers  and  Everybody. 

Srlctly  1st  class  sloik  .ind  work.  Prices  low.  Culs  furnished  and  nil  wnrk 
delivered  free.  S;ini|ili  s  and  nriee^  iii.iilid  fnr  si:inip.  if  v.'m  mention 
F.-P.  and  nnrpe  v.iri.  ilei  vou  hreeii.  No  .-(ncileii.-  m^rk.  Fit.d'IishedtO 
v*rs.  100  nnfe  hend^  and  envelopes  printed  and  sen!  postr.Hld  foron'y 
ILM.    BEPOIiTEB  PKINTIXG  HOrSE,  Wfljf^yille.  N.  Y. 
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Fowl  Hits. 


WEtIGH^D 


Pondered 


of 


-(Pick-Me-U» 


Like  Rooster!  Like  Breeder! 

A  rooster  flics  up  on  the  fence; 
Hear  liim  crow  I 
His  satisfaction  is  immense, 
His  self  possession  is  intense, 
His  lusty  lungs  give  evidence 
That  tliisis  so. 

Anotlier  rooster  sees  liim  there. 
And  Itears  him  crowJ 
Witli  flapping  wings  he  cleaves  the  air; 
The  fence  top  is  too  small  to  share. 
And  so  they  fight  and  scratch  and  tear, 
'Till  down  they  go. 

So  'tis  in  life;  when  any  man 
Gets  einiuent. 

Some  jealous  rival  tries  to  plan 
Some  way  to  down  him  if  he  can. 
And  if  he  just  upsets  the  pan 
He  feels  content. 

— Dixie  Game  Fowl, 


Or  Any  Other  Hen. 

The  White  Grub  is  a  horrid  thing. 
He  makes  your  feelings  ache— 

And  yet,  for  llrs.  Leghorn  Hen, 
He  beats  a  sirloin  steak. 

—Rural  J.'ew  Yorker, 

To  a  Koasted  Chicken. 

The  veriest  of  cowards 

Thou  wast.  I  do  surmise. 
It  what  the  bard  hath  written 

Be  true  contrariwise. 
"The  bravest  are  the  tenderest," 

Declares  the  poet's  stave. 
And  if  his  words  be  truthful, 

I'll  swear  thou  wast  not  brave. 

—  Life, 


A  worthy  Scotch  couple,  when  asked  how 
their  .son  had  broken  down  .so  early  in  life, 
■  gave  the  following  explanation  :  "  "When  we 
began  life  together  we  worked  hard  and  lived 
upon  porridge  and  such  like,  gradually  adding 
to  our  comforts  as  our  means  improved,  until 
we  were  able  to  dine  off  a  bit  of  roast  meat, 
and  sometimes  a  boilt  chickie  (chicken) ;  hut 
Jack,  our  .son,  he  worked  backward,  and 
began  with  the  chickie  first."  —  Exchange. 

The  gosliu'  is  the  old  goose's  child.  They 
are  yeller  all  over,  and  az  soft  az  a  ball  of 
worsted.  Their  foot  iz  wove  hole,  and  they 
kan  swim  az  easy  az  a  drop  of  kastor  oil  on 
the  water.  They  are  born  annually  about  the 
15th  of  May,  and  never  waz  known  to  die 
naturally.  The  goslin'  waddles  when  he 
walks,  and  paddles  when  he  swims,  but  he 
never  dives,  like  a  duck,  out  of  sight  in  the 
water,  but  only  changes  ends  — JosA.  Bil- 
lings. 


A  Case  of"  Clilcken-Pox." 
A  little  Buffalo  girl  was  not  feeling  well, 
and  her  parents  suggested  that  she  might  be 
about  to  have  chicken-pox,  then  prevalent. 
She  went  to  bed  laughing  at  the  idea,  but  early 
next  morning  she  went  into  her  parents'  room 
looking  very  serious,  and  said  :  Yes,  it  is 
chicken-pox,  pai^;  I  found  a  feather  in  the 
lied."  Exchange. 


His  Idea  of  Species. 

Teacher  (of  natural  history  class) — How 
many  species  of  kangaroo  are  known  to  exist? 

Bright  Pupil— ^  Two;  je.s'  th'  same  ez  any 
other  kind  o'  criter  — the  kangaroo  an'  the 
kangaroo.ster."  —  Chicago  Tribune. 


He  had  traveled  through  Sahara,  braved  the  dangers 
of  the  Nile; 

Defeated  enraged  Mussulmansand  dined  on  crocodile: 
Knew  everything  of  polirics,  religion  and  the  law; 
Could  box  and  fence  and  row  a  race,  and  please  his 

mother-in-law; 
In  short,  had  all  the  accomplishments  of  men  both 

great  and  wise. 
But  h  couldn't  run  a  business,  for  he  wouldn't 

advertise. 


5UTMARVELOU5LY 
TEND^P  /^ndYounG 

S'l's-  and  more.and 

ttie  most  tender 
delicious  morsel 
ever  raised  fbrtlie 
table,  lie  who  can 
do  if  has  learned 
the-greafesf  prin- 
ciple of  Poultry 
Raising- 
Well  fed -Soon  Sold 
and  H-0  Does  it! 


;  It  Ate  • 

W  '^^^^  Poultry^ 


eat 
M- 


A  Good  Offer 

Chickens  fed  on  this  -wonderful 
flesh  producer  (after  diey  are  ten 
days  old)  will  surprise  the  most 
experienced  poultry  man  in  the 
way  they  will  gain  in  size  and 
weight,  and  withal  keep  tender 
and  free  from  trouble,  as  it  keeps 
them  well.  To  prove  what  we 
say,  we  will  deliver  at  your  station 
loo  lbs.  (regular  price  $1.50), 
and  unless  it  shows  better  results 
than  you  are  obtaining  fiom  your 
present  methods,  it  will  cost  you 
nothing. 

THE  H=0  CO.,  New  York  City. 


How  to  Administer  Medicine,  Value  of  Grit,  How  to  Diet  Sick  Fowls, 

Value  of  Green  Bone  and  Meat,  How  to  Properly  House  and  Yard,  Value  of  Green  Food. 

How  to  Prevent  Disease,  How  to  Care  for  and  Feed  the  Stock,  Hints  About  Grain, 

How  to  Have  Sturdy  Stock,  How  to  Have  Hardy  Young  Chickens,  etc. 

—  THE  FOLLOWING  DISEASES  = 


FflHlVT-PODLiTHY  DOCTOI^. 

The  Most  Complete  Work  Ever  Issued  upon  the  Cause,  Prevention  and  Cure  of  Poultry  Diseases. 

BY 

Kathan  W.   Sanborn,    M.  D., 

(AND   POUIiTKY  SPECIALIST.) 

With  an  Appendix  Giving  the  Symptoms  and  Treatment  of  Diseases,  the  Result  of 

Experiments  as  Tried  by 

Michael   K.  Boyer, 

Associate  Editor  of  Farm-Poultry. 

=  THE   BOOK   TELLS=  = 


Are  PuUy  Described,  and  the  Very  Best  Remedies  Given  for  their  Cure. 

Diseases  of  the  Abdomen — Ansemia — Apoplexy — Atrophy  of  the  Liver — Baldness — Black  Rot — Break-Down— Broken  Bones — Bronchitis— 
Bumble-Foot — Canker — Catarrh — Chicken  Pox — Cholera — Diseases  of  the  Comb — Injuries  of  the  Comb — 
Congestion  of  the  Liver — Constipation — Cramp — Diseases  of  the  Crop. 
Debility— Diarrhoea — Diphtheria — Dropsy — Dropsy  of  the  Feet— Dropsy  of  the  Heart  Sack— Dysentery— Eczema— E^g-Bound— Egg-Eating— 
Enlarged  Crop — Enlargement' of  Liver — Enteritis— Feather-Eating — Fish-Skin  Disease — Frost-Bite — 
Fungoid — Gapes — Gastritis — Impaction  of  the  Crop. 
Inflammation  of  the  Liver — Diseases  of  Intestines — Lameness — Diseases  of  the  Leg— Lice — Leg  Weakness — Diseases  of  Liver— Diseases  of 
the  Lungs — Moulting — Disease  of  the  Oviduct — Inflammation  of  Oviduct — Peritonitis— Pip — 
Pneumonia— Prolapse— Rheumatism— Bound  Worm- Roup. 
Scaly  Legs— Scurvy  or  Itch— Soft-Shelled  Eggs— Tape  Worm-Enlargement  of  Testicles— Tuberculosis— Ulcerated  Sore  Throat— Vent  Gleet- 
Vertigo — Wasting  of  Liver — White  Comb — Worms,  etc. 


Price  50  Cents  per  Copy.      Every  Poultry  Keeper  should  have  a  Copy. 

Sent  post-paid  to  any  address,  by  the  Publishers,  upon  receipt  of  Price.    Or  with  a  Year's  Subscription  to  FARM-POULTRY, 
for  $1.25  Cash  or  stamps. 

-------         -         'I'l  Custom  House  Street,  Boston,  3Iass 


I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO.. 


All  Persons  Wishing  to  Sell  or  Exchange, 

Also  to  rent  with  privilege  of  buying,  will  find  it  to 
their  interest,  to  call  on  or  write  tbe  undersiguert. 
We  are  cunstaDtly  liaving  calls  for 

ALL  CLASSES  OF  FARM  PROPERTY. 

Full  description  with  photo.  If  possible  wanted. 
Address        MASS.  T'T.OFGHMAN. 

or  .1.  A.  WILIiET, 
178  Devonshire  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 


Editor  of  FARM-POULTRY. 

132  First  Premiums. 

Used  by  the  largest  breeders  in  the  United  States.  Send  lor 
148-pa^re  cafalnsrne  ffivinE-  fnll  particulars. 

PRAIBIE  STATE  INCUBATOR  CO., 

HOMSB  CITY,  PA. 


